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TO THE 



QUEEN. 



MADAM, 

"ITTHEN the Firft Volume of thefe 
Sermons was publiflied, I dii 
pot prefume to requeft the liberty 
of prefixing to them a Napie fo 
illuftrious. Encouraged hy the 
favourable manner in which the 
Public has received Two Volumes, 
I now 
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DEDICATION. 

I now humbly beg leave, on the 
publication of a Third, to lay them 
all before your Majesty. 

Had I been in doubt to whom 
they could be prefented with the 
greateft propriety, the public voice 
would inftantly have direfted me 
to the Perfon to whom I have now 
the honour of addrefling myfelf. 
Difcourfes intended to promote re- 
ligion and virtue can be infcribed 
to none more fuitably than to One 
who, in the higheft ftation of life, 
has ever fupported the caufe of re- 
ligion, by her confpicuous regard 
for it ; who has advanced the in- 
terefts of virtue, by her diffinguifh- 
ed example; and who, by a happy 
union of the amiable with the efti- 
mable qualities, has commanded 
2 the 
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DEDICATION. 

the love and the refpeS of a great 
nation. 

It is a (ignal bleffing to a king- 
dom, when a Perfon whofe charac- 
ter would have refleSed honour 
upon any condition of fortune, is 
placed by Providence in that ele- 
vated rank, which allows her virtues 
to fliine with extenfive luftre, and 
to diffufe their aufpicious influence 
over a whole land. 

That this influence of your Ma- 
jesty's virtues may long continue 
to be felt; that while they alleviate 
the cares, and increafe the comfort 
of our gracious Sovereign ; while 
they improve the minds, and con- 
tribute to the felicity of your illuf- 
trious offspring ; they may, at the 
fame time, fuccefsfuUy exert their 
power 
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DEDICATION. 

pow6r in forming the public man- 
ners on a pattern fo wbrthy of imi- 
tation, fliall be mj fincere wifli 
and earneft prayer. 

I have the honour to be, with 
profound lefpedt, 

MADAM, 

Your Majesty*8 moft humble. 
And moft devoted fervant, 

HUGH BLAIR. 
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SERMON I. 

On the True Honour of Man. 



Proverbs, iv. 8. 



Exalt befy and JbeJbaU promote thee ; Jht 
Jball bring thee to honour.—— 

)e(!fc538C H E love of honour is one of the s E R M. 

)k ^ E ftrongeft paffions in the human ^ ' , - ,j 
I^^^SPSJ^ heart. It fliowsitfelf in our earlieft 
years ; and is coeval with the firft exer- 
tions of reafon. It accompanies us through 
all the ftages of fubfequent life ; and in 
private ftations difcovers itfelf no lefs than 
in the higher ranks of fociety. In their 
ideas of what conftitutes honour, men 
Vol. III. B greatly 
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On the True Honour of Man, 

E R M. greatly vary, and often grofsly em But 
—^- , _! of fomewhat which they conceive to form 
pre-eminence and diftin^ion, all lire de- 
firous. All wifti, by fome means or other, 
to acquire refped from thofe among whom 
they live ; arid to contempt and difgrace, 
none are infenfible. 

Among the advantages which attend re- 
ligion and virtue, the honour which they 
confer on man is frequently mentioned in 
fcripture as one of the moft confiderable. 
Wydom is the principal things fays Solomon 
in the paffage where the text lies, therefore 
get wtfdom; and with all thy getting:, get 
underjlanding. Exalt her^ and Jhejf jail prO' 
mote tbee j JheJhaU bring thee to honour y when 
thou dojl embrace ben She Jhall give to thine 
bead an ornament of grace ; a crown of glory 
Jhall Jhe deliver to tbee. It is evident that 
throughout all the facred writings^ and par- 
ticularly in this book of Proverbs, by wif' 
dom is to be underllood a principle of re- 
ligion producing virtuous condufl:. The 
fear of the Lord is faid to be the beginning 
of wifdom ; And by this fear of the \jx\ 
men 



_ ,i,z<,i:,., Google 



On Ibe True Honour ofMaa* 3 

nien are faid xo depart from evil ; to^whlk SERM. 
in the ivay of good merty and to keep the path ^ ' ^ 
if the righteous *. Man is then regulated by 
the 'wifdom which is from above^ when he is 
formed by piety to the duties of virtue and 
morality ; and of the wifdom which pro- 
duces this effect it is aflerted in the text, 
that it bringeth us to honour. 

On this recomrmendation of religion it 
is the more neceflary to 6x our attention, 
becaufe it is often refufed to it by men of 
the world. Their notions of honour are 
' apt to run in a . very different channel. 
Wherever religion is mentioned, they con- 
ned with it ideas of melancholy and de- 
jeftion, or of mean and feeble fpirits. They 
perhaps admit that it may be ufeful to the 
multitude, as a principle of reftraint from . 
diforders and crimes ; and that to perfons 
of a peculiar turn of mind, it .may afford 
confolation under the diftrefles of life. But - 
from the active fcenes of the world, and 
from thofe vigorous exertions which dif- 
play to advantage the human abilities, they 
• Prav. ii. ao. 

B 2 incline 
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4 On the true Honour of Man, . 

5 E R M. incline totally to exclude it- It may footh 
. ' ^ the timid or the fad : But they confider it 

as having no connection with what is pro- 
per to raife men to honour and diftindion. 
I fhall now endeavour to remove this re- 
proach from religion ; and to £how that in 
every fituation of human life, even in the 
higheft ftations, it forms the honour, as well 
as the happinefs of man. 

But firft, let us he careful to afcertain 
what trile religion is. I admit that there 
is a certain fpecies of religion (if we can 
give it that name) which has no claim to 
fuch high diftindtion ; when it is placed 
. wholly in fpeculation and helief, in the re- 
gularity of external homage, or in fiery 
' • zeal about contefted opinions. From a fu- 
pcrftition inherent in tl^e human mind, the 
religion of the multitude has always been 
tinftured with too much- of this fpirit. 
They ferve God as they would ferve a 
proud mafter, who may be flattered by 
their proftratlona, appeafed by their gifts, 
and gained by loud proteftations of attach- 
ment to his interefts, and of enmity to all 
whom 
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Oft the True Honour of Man. 5 

whom they fuppofe to be his foes. But s E R M. 

this is not that wifdom to which Solomon \ '^-^j 

afcribes, in the text, fuch high preroga- 
tives. It is not the religion which we 
preach, nor the religion of Chrift. That 
religion confifts in the love of God and 
the love of man, grounded on faith in the 
Lord Jefus Chrift, the great Redeemer of 
the world, the Interceffor for the penitent, 
and the Patron of the virtuous ; through 
whom we enjoy comfortable accefs to the * 
Sovereign of the univerfe in the ads of 
worfliip and devotion.. It confifts in juf- 
tice, humanity, and mercy ; in a fair and 
candid mind, a generous and affeftionate 
heart ; accompanied with temperance, felf- 
government, and a perpetual regard in all 
our adions to' contcience, and to the law 
of God. A religious, and a thoroughly 
virtuous chara<fler, therefore, I confider as 
the fame. 

By the true honour of man is to be un- 
derftood, not what merely commands ex- 
ternal relped, but what commands the re- 
' B3 'fpea 
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6 Oa the True Honour of Man. 

s ERM. fpefl: of the heart; what raifes one to ae- 
w-J — . knowledged eminence above others of the 
fame fpecies ; what always creates efieem, 
and in its highcft degree produces vene- 
ration. The queftion now before us is, 
from what caufe this eminence arifes ? By 
what means is it to be attained ? 

I SAY, firft, from riches it does not arife. 
Thefe, we all know, may belong to the 
vileft of mankind. Providence has fcattered 
them among the crowd with an undiftiq- 
guifhing hand, as of purpofe to ihow of 
what fmall account they are in the fight of 
God. Experience every day proves that 
the polTeflioa of them is confident with 
the moft general contempt. On this point 
therefore I conceive it not neceffary to in- 
fill any longer. 

Neither does the honour of man arifc 
* from mere dignity of rank or office. Were 

fuch diftin£tions always, or even generally, 
obtained in confequence of uncommon me- 
rit, they would indeed confer honour on 
the charader. But, in the prefent, ftate of 
fociety, 
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On the True Hortour of Man. 7 

fociety, it is too well known that this is s E R M. 
not the cafe. They are often the confe- \_ \ , ^^ 
quence of birth alone. They are fome- 
times the fruit of mere dependence and 
affiduity. They may be the recompence 
of flattery, verfatility, and iptrigue j and 
fo be .conjoined with me^nnefs and bafe- 
nefs of character. Tp peribns graced with 
soble birth, or plaTced in high llations, 
much external honour is due. This is 
virhat the fubordination of fociety n^ceffa- 
rily requires; and what every good mem- 
ber of it will cheerfully yield. But how 
often has it happened that fuch perfons, 
when externally refpefled, ^re, qeyerther 
lefs, defpifed by mea ip their hearts ; nay, 
fometimes execrate4 by the public ? Their 
elevation, if they have been unworthy of 
it, is fo fac from procuring them true ho- 
nour, that it only renders their infigniii- 
cance, perhaps thar infaniy, more confpi- 
cuous. By drawing attention tp their con- 
dud, it difcovers in the moft glaring light 
how little they deferved the ftation which 
they ppflefs. 

B 4 I MUST 
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0» the True Honour of Man* ■ 

'.. 1 MUST nextobferve, that the proper ho- 
j nour of man.arifes not from feme of thofe 
iplendid adions and abilities which excite 
high admiration. Courage and prowefs, 
military renown, fignal vidories and con- 
quefts, may render the name of a man 
famous, without renderitig his character 
truly honourable. To many brave men, 
to many heroes renowned in ftory, we look 
, up with wonder. Their exploits are re- 
corded. Their praifes are fung. They ftand 
as on an eminence above the reft of man- 
kind. TTieir eminence, neverthelefs, may 
not be of that fort before which we bow 
with inward efteem and refpeiS. Some- 
thing more is wanted for that purpofe, than 
the conquering arm, and the intrepid mind, 
,Th^ laurels of the warrior muft at all times 
be dyed in blood, and- bedewed with the 
tears of the widow and the orphan. But 
if they have been ftained by rapine and in- 
humanity ; if fordid avarice has marked his 
charafter ; or low and grofs fenfualfty has 
degraded his life j the great hero fmks into 
a little man. What at a diftance, or on a 
fuperficial 
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Oa the Trut Honour 'of Man, 9 

foperficial view, we admire, becomes mean, S fi R M. 
perhaps odious, when we examine it more >— ^— * 
, clofely. It is like the Coloffat ftatue, whofe 
immenfe fize ftruck the- ipe^ator afar off 
tvith aftonifliment ; but when nearly view- 
ed, it appears difproportioned, unfliapely, 
and rude. 

Obfervations of the fame kind may be 
applied to all the reputation derived from 
civil accompHftiments ; from the refined 
politics of the ftatefman j or the literary 
efforts of genius and erudition. Thefe be- 
ftow, and, within certain bounds, ought 
to beftow, eminence and diftint5lion on 
men. They difcover talents which in therti- 
felves are fliining ; and which become high- 
ly valuable, when employed in advancing 
the good of mankind. Hence, they fre- 
quently give_rife to fame. But a diftinc- 
tion is to be made between fame and true 
honour. The former is a loud and noify 
applaufe : The latter, a more filent and in- 
ternal homage. Fame floats on the breath 
of the multitude : Honour refts on the 
judgment of the thinking. Fame may 
give 
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lo On the True Honour of Man, 

serKi. give ,praife while it with-holds efteem; 

^ . ^'_ . . True honour implies efteem mingled with 
lefpeG. The one regards particular diftin- 
guiflied talents : the other looks up to the 
whole charader. Hence the ftatefraaUj the 
CM-ator, or the poet, msy be famous j while 
yet the man himfelf is far from being ho- 
noured. We envy his abilities. We wifh 
to rival them. But we would not chufe to 
be c^afled witli him who pofleiFed them. 
Inftaqces of this fort are too often found in 
?very record of ancient gr modern hiftory. 

From all this it follows, that in order to 
^ifcern where man's true Honour lies, we 
xnuft look, not to any adventitious circum- 
ftance of fortune; not to any fmgle fparkling 
quality ; but to the whole of what forms 
a man ; what intitles him, as fuch, to rank 
high among that clafs of beings to which 
he belongs ; in a word, we muft look to 

the mind and the foul. A mind fuperior 

%o fear, to felfifli intereft and corruption ; . 
^ mind governed by the principles of yni- 
forqi reditude and integrity; the fame i(i 
profperity 
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On the True Honour of Man, \ % 

profperity and "adverfity j which no bribe S E R M. 
can ieduce, nor terror overawe ; neither by , , J- ,j 
pleafure melted into effeminacy, jior by 
diftrefs funk into dejection ; fuch is the 
mind which forms the diltinftion and emi*- 

nence of man. One, who in no fitua- 

tion of life is either aOiamed or afraid of 
difchargtng his duty, and afling his proper 
part with firmnefs and conftancy ; true to 
the God whom he worlhips, and true to 
the faith in which he profeffes to believe ; 
full of afFeilJon to his brethren of man- 
kind J fait,hful to his friends, generous to 
his enemies, warm with compaffion to the 
unfortunate; felf-denying to little private 
interefts and pleafures, but zealous for pub- 
lic intered and happinefs ; magnanimous, 
without being proud ; humble, without be- 
ing mean; juft, without being harfhj fim- 
ple in his manners, but manly in his feel- 
ings ; on whofe word you can entirely rely ; 
whofe countenance never deceives you; 
whofe profeflions of kindnefs are the effu- 
fions of his heart ; one, in fine, whom, in- 
dependent of any views of advantage, you 
would 
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. would chufe for a fuperior, could truft iij 

, as a friend, and could love as a brother : 

— ' — This is the man, whom in your hearty 

above all others, you do, you rAuft, ho- 

pour. 

Such a chara£ter, imperfeflly as it has 
now been drawn, all muft acknowledge to 
. be formed folely by the influence of fteady 
religion and viri le. It is the effedt of 
'principles which, operating on confcience, 
determine it uniformly to purfue whatfoever 
'things are true, "wbatfoevtr things are honefty 
wbatfoever tbings arejrt/i, whatjoever things 
are pure, •whatfaever tbings are lovely, lebat- 
foever tbings are of good report, if there be 
any virtue, and if there he any praife*. By 
thefe means, wifdom^ as the text afierts, 
bringetb us to honour. 

In confirmation of this dodlrine it is to 
be obferved, that the honour which man 
acquires by religion and virtue is more in- 
dependent, and more complete, than what 

• Philip, iv. 8. 
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On the True Honour of Man. 13 

can be acquired by any other means. It is S E R M. 
ifldependent of any thing foreign or exter- ,_. .J ,^j 
nal. It is not partial, but entire refpe£l, 
which it procures. Wherever fortune is 
concerned, it is the ftation or rank which 
commands our deference. Where fome 
ihining quality attracts admiration, it is only 
to a part of the charadler that we pay ho- 
mage. But when a perfon is dillinguilhed 
fof eminent worth and goodnefs, it is the 
, man, the whole man, whom we refpeft. 
The honouf which he pofTeffef-fe intrinfic 
Place him xn any fituation ti life, even an 
Obfcure one ; let room only be given for 
his virtues to come forth and fiiow them- 
felves, and you wilt revere him ^ as a pri- 
vate citizen ; or as the father of a family. 
If in higher life he appear more iUuftrious, 
ihis is not owing merely to the refpeA 
created by rank. It is, becaufe there a nobler 
ijphere of adiion is opened to him j becaufe 
his virtues are broi^ht forth into more 
extended exertion; and placed in fuch 
confpicuouB view, thathe apjiears to grace 
and adorn the flation wUch he fills. Even 
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s E R M. in the filencc of retirement, or in the re-» 
^ ' , ^ treat of old age, fuch a man finks not in- 
to forgotten cbfcurity. His remembered 
virtues continue to be honoured, when their 
aftive exertions are over j and to the laft 
ftage of life he is followed by public efteem 
and refpe^. ' Whereas, if genuine worth 
be wanting, the applaufe which may have 
attended a man for a while, by degrees dies 
away. Though, for a part of his life, he 
had dazzled the world, this was owing to 
his deficiency in the eflential qualities hav- 
ing not been fufpeded. As foon as the 
impofture is difcovercd, the falling ftar 
finks in darknefe.— There is therefore a 
ftandard of independent^ intrinfic worth, 
to which we muft bring in the end what- 
ever claims to be honourable among metu 
By this we muft meafure it ; and it will 
always be found, that nothing but what is 
eflential to man has power to command the 
refpeil of man's heart. 

It is to be farther obferved, that the 

univerfal confent of mankind la honouring 

real 
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i6 On the True Honour of Mart* 

3 E R M. nies to its praife. The hypocrite knowit 
^_ _'j that, without afluming the garb of virtue, 
every other advantage he can pbffefs is in- 
fuflScient to procure him efteem. Interfe- 
rence of intereft, or pervcrfity of di^fi- 
tion, may occaflonally lead individuals to 
oppofe, even to hate, the upright and the 
good. But however the charaSerE of fuch 
perfons may be miftaken, or mifreprefent- 
ed, yet, as far as they are acknowledged to 
be virtuous, the profligate dare not traduce 
them. Genuine virtue has a language that 
fpeafcs to every heart throughout the world. 
It is a language which is underAood by alh 
In every region, every clime, the homage 
paid to it is the fame. Iii no one fenti- 
ment were ever mankind more generally 
agreed. 

FiNALLYj the honour acquired by reli- 
gion and virtue is honour divine and im- 
mortal. It is honour, not in the eftima- 
tion of men only, but in the fight of God ; 
whofe judgment is the ftandard of truth 
and right ; whofe approbation confers a. 
I o crowTl 
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erowit of glory that fadetb nvf away. All s E R M. 
the honour we can gain among men, is li" t^-^.^ 
mited and confined. Its* circle is narrow. 
Its duration is fliort and tranfitory. But 
the honour which is founded on true good- 
nefsj accompanies iis through the whole pro- 
grefs of our exiftence. It enters with man 
into a future ftate ; and continues to brighten 
throughout eternal ages. "What procured 
him refpe^ on earth, Ihall render him efti- 
mable among the great aflembly of angels, 
SitidJ^irits ofjuji men made perfeSt ', where, 
we are aflurcd, they who have been eminent 
in righteoufnefs fliall Jbtne at the brigbtnefs , 
of the firmament y and as the fidrs for ever 
and ever*. — Earthly honours are both fliort- 
Uved in their continuance, and, while they 
lad, tarnifhed with fpots and Aatns. On 
fome quarter or other, their brightnefs is 
obfcured ; their exaltation is humbled. But 
the honour which proceeds from God, and 
virtue, is unmixed and pure. It is a luftre 
which is derived from heaven ; and is likened, 
in fcripture, to the light of the mornings when 

• Daniel, xiL j. 

Vol. III. G the 
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S E R M. the fun rifetb; even a morning vfUbout clouds ; 

y_ -'^ f to the light ivbicb Jhinetb more and more unto ■ 
the perfeSt day^ . Whereas the honours which 
the world confers refemble the feeble and 
twinkling flame of a taper j which is often 
clouded bythefmoke it fendsforthj isalways 
wafting ; and foon dies totally away. ' 

Let him, therefore, whoretainsany fenfe 
of human dignity; who feels within hitn 
that deflre of honour which is congenial to 
man, afplre to the gratification of this paf- 
fion by methods which are worthy of. his 
nature. Let him not reft .on any of thofe 
external dil^indiions which vanity has con- 
trived to introduce. Thefe can procure 
him no more than the femblance of re- 
fpeft. Let him not be flattered by the ap- 
plaufe which fome occafional difplay of 
abilities may have gained him. That ap- 
plaufe may be mingled with contempt. 
Let him look to what will dignify his 
character as a man. Let him cultivate thofe 
moral qualities which all men in their hearts 

* 3 Sam. xxiii. 4. ; Pror. ir. 18. 

- refpca. 
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refped. Wifdom (hall then give to bis head S E R M. 
an ornament of grace } a crotsin of glory Jhall •,_ -[-.j 
Jbe deliver to him. This is an honour to 
which all may afpire. It is a prize, for which 
every one, whether of high or low rank, 
may contend. It is always in his power fo 
todiftinguiihhimfclfbywoirthy and virtuous 
condufl, as to command the refpeft trf" thofe 
arourd him ; and, what is highefl of all, to 
obtain praife and honour from God. 

Let no one imagine that in the religious 
part of this charafter there is any thing 
which cafts over it A gloomy fhade, or dero- 
gates from that efteem which men are gene- 
rally difpofed to yield to exemplary virtues. 
Falfe ideas may be entertained of religion ; 
as falfe and impcrfe^ conceptions of virtue 
" have often prevailed in the world. But tO 
true religion there belongs no fullen gloom ; 
no melancholy aufterity, tending to with- 
draw men from human fociety, or to diml- 
nifli the exertions of a£live virtue. On the 
contrary^ the religious principle, rightly 
underflood, not only unites with all fuch 
C 3 virtues, 
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6 E R M. virtues, but fupports, fortifies, and confinn* 
t — .'-^ them. It is fo far from obfcuring the iuftre 
of a charadler, that it heightens and ennobles 
it. It adds to all the moral virtues a vene- 
rable and authoritative dignity. It renders 
the virtuous chara^er more auguft. To 
the decorations of a palace, it joins the ma- 
►jefty of a temple. 
. He who divides religion from virtue, 
underftands neither the one, nor the other. 
It is the union of the two which confum- 
raatea the human charadler and ftate. ' It 
is their union which has dlftinguiflied thofe 
great and illullrious men, who have Ihone 
. with fo much honour in former ages j and 
whofe memory lives in the remembrance 
of fucceeding generations. It is their 
union which forms that ivifdom which is 
from above; that wifdom to which the text 
, afcribes fuch high effects; and to which 
belongs the fublime encomium ^ven of it 
by .an author of one of the apocryphal 
books of Scripture ; with whofe beautiful 
and emphatical exprefllons I conclude this 
difcourfe. The memorial of virtue is immor- 
3 '«^- 
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tal. It is known with Gody and with men, S 
When it is prefenty men take example at it; ^ 
and when it is gone^ they dejire it. It wear- 
etb a crowriy and triumphetb for ever ; hav- 
ing gotten the vi^ory; Jirivingfor undefiled 
reuvards. Wifdom is the breath of the power 
of God; and a pure influence fowing from 
the glory of the Almighty. Therefore can no 
defiled thing fall into her. She is the brigbt- 
nefs of the everlafling light; the unfpotted 
mirror of the power of God; and the image 
of his goodnefs. Remaining in herfelf Jhe 
maketh all things new j and in all agesy en^ 
tering into holyfouls^ flse maketh them friends 
of Cody and prophets: For God loveth none 
but him that dwelleth mth wifdom. She is 
more beautiful than the fun ; and above all tba 
order of the far s. Being compared with light ^ 
Jh( is found before it *. 

* Wifdgm of SoIodod, iv. 2, 3.-^ii. 15, 16, 37, 18, 
39. 
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SERMON II. 

On Sensibility. 



Romans, xii. 15. 



Rejoice with them that do rejoice^ and weep 
•with them that weej). 

SERM. npHE amiable fpirit of our holy reK- 
•^ ' _f ■*■ gion appears in nothing more than in 
the care it hath taken to enforce on men 
the focial duties of life. This is one of the 
cleareft charadteriftics of its being a reli- 
gion whofe origin is divine : For every' doc- 
trine which proceeds from the Father ■ of 
mercies vvill undoubtedly breathe benevo- 
lence and humanity. This is the fcope of 
the two exhortations in the text, to rejoice 
whh tbem that rejoice y and to weep with them 
that 
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that weep ; the one calculated to promote S E R M. 
the happinefs, the other, to alleviate the ^ .' . j 
forrows of our fellow- creatures ; both con- 
curring to form that temper which interefts 
us in the concerns of our brethren j which 
dilpofes us to feel along with them,^ to take 
part in their joys, and in their forrows. 
This temper is known by the name of Sen- 
fibility ; a word, which in modern times 
we hear in the mouth of every one ; a qua- 
lity, which every one affe^s to poflefsj in 
itfelf, a mofl: amiable and worthy difpoti- 
tion of mind ; but often iniftaken and 
abufed ; employed as a cover, fometimes, 
to capricious humour; fometimes, to felfiflt 
palTions. I ihall endeavour to explain th<c 
nature of true-fenfibility. I [hall confider 
its effedis : and after fhowing its advantages* 
fliall point out the abufes and miftaken 
forms of this virtue. 

The original conflitution of our nature 

with refpeft to the ntixture of fel6fli and 

focial affections, difcovers in this, as in 

every other part of our frame, profound and 

- C 4 adrai- 
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SERM. admirable wlfdom. Each individual i;;, by 
L ,'_t his Creator, committed particularly to him- 
felf, and his own care.. He has it more in 
his power to promote his own welfare, than 
any other perfon can poffibly have, to pro- 
mote it. It was therefore fit, it was necef- 
fary, that in each individual felf-Iove fliould 
be the ftrongeft and moft active inftindt. 
This felf-love, if he had been a being who 
flood folitary and alone, might have pro-"" 
ved fufitcient for the purpofe both of his « 
; prefervation, and his welfare. But fqch 18 
not the fnuation of man. Hq^s mixed 
among multitudes of the fame nature. In 
thefe multitudes, the felf-love 6f one man, 
or attention to his particular interei^, en- 
countering the felf-love and the interells of 
aaother, could not but produce frequent 
oppofitipn, and innfimerable mifchlefs. It 
was neceflaiy, therefore, te provide a coun-^ 
terbalance to this part of his nature j which 
18 accordingly done, by implanting in him 
thofe fecial and benevolent inftin(Ss whicb 
lead him in fame meafure out of hirafelf, to 
follow the intereft of others. The ftrengtb 
of 
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of thefe focial inftinSs is, in general, S E R M. 
proportioned to their importance in hu- >_ „ ^" .^ 
man life. Hence that degree of fenfi- 
bility which prompts us to iveep with 
them that iveep^ is ftronger than that which 
prompts us to rejoice with them that re- 
Joke; for this reafon, that the unhappy 
iland more in need of our fellow-feeling and 
aflillance than ih^ profperous. Still, how- 
ever, it was requifite, that in each indivi- 
dual the quantity of felf-love ftiould remain 
in a large proportion, on account of its 
importance to the prefervatjon of his life 
and well-being. But as the quantity re- 
quifite. for ^this purpofe is apt both to in- 
grofs his attention, and to carry^ him into 
criminal exceffes, the perfeAion of his na- 
ture is meafifl-ed by the due counterpoife 
of thofe focial principles which, tempering 
the force of the felfifli affeiSion, render 
man equally ufeful to himfelf, and to thofe 
with whom he is joined in fociety. Hence 
the ufe and the value of that. fenfibiUty of 
V^hich we now trgat. 

That 
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SERM. That it conftitutes an efiential part of a 
t. .J ,.,_- religious chara£ler, there can be no doubt. 
Not only are the words of the text exprefa 
10 this purpofe, but the whole New Tefta- 
inent abounds with paffages which enjoin 
the cultivation of this difpofition. Being 
all one hody^ and members one of another^ we 
are commanded to /ouf oi^r nif/]fAioar i3j oar- 
Jef; to look every man not en his o%cn things 
only^ hut on tbofe of others alfo ; to be pitiful^ 
to be courteous^ to be tender-hearted; to bear 
tine another's burdens^ andfo to fulfil the laio 
of Cbriji*, The difpofitions oppofite to 
fenfibility are, cruelty, hardnefs -of heart, 
contradted attachment to worldly interefts; 
which every one will admit to be diredlly 
oppofite to the Chriftian c"hara£ter. Accord- 
ing to the different degrees of conftituti- 
onal warmth in men's affections,- fenfibility 
may, even among the virtuous, prevail in 
different proportions. For all derive not 
from nature the fame happy delicacy, and 
tendemefs of feeling. "With fome, the heart' 

• Luke, X. 17.; Philip, ii. 4.; i Peter, iii. 8.; 
£pber. iv. 25. ; Galat. vi. Z. 

melts, 
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melts, and relents, in kind emotions, much s e r m. 
more, eafily than with others. But with ^' , j 
every one who afpires to the charatUer of a 
good man, it is neceflary that the humane 
and companionate difpofition? fhould be 
found. There muft be 'that within him 
which ihall form him to' feel in fome degree 
with the heart of a brother ; and when he 
beholds others enjoying happineis, or fees 
them funk in forrow, fhall bring his af- 
fedions to accord, and, if we may fpeak 
fo, to found a note unifou to theirs. This 
is to rejoice with tbem that rejoice, and 
to weep with tbem that weep. How much 
this temper belongs to the perfedion of 
our nature, we learn from one who exhi- 
bited that perfe-Sion in its higheft degree. 
When our Lord Jefus, on a certain occa- . 
fion, came to the grave of a beloved friend, 
and faw his relations mourning around it, 
he prefently caught the impreffion of their , 
forrow ; be groaned infpiriti'and was trou- 
bled. He knew that he was about to re- 
move the caufe of their diftrefs, by re- 
calling Lazarus to life : Yet, in the mo- 
ment 
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SERM. ment of grief, his heart fympathifed with 
K^-J-^ theirs; and, together with the weeping 
friends, Jefiu wept *. 

Let us next proceed to confider tlie effedt 
of this virtuous fenfibiUty on our charaSer, 
and our ftate, I ihall confider it in two 
views ; its influence on Our moral conduft, 
and its iniluence on our happinefs. 

First, it powerfully influences the proper 
difcharge of all the relative and focial du- 
ties of life. Without fome difcharge of 
thofe duties there could be no comfort or 
fecurity in human fociety. Men would 
become hordes of favages, perpetually ha- 
raffing one another. In one way or other, 
therefore, the great duties of fodal life muft 
be performed. There muft be among man- 
kind fome reciprocal co-operaijon arid aid. 
' In this, all confent. But let us obferve, 
that thefe duties may be performed from 
different principles, and in different ways. 
Sometimes they are performed merely from 

• John, ii. 35. 

decency 
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decency and regard to cbarafter ; fome- -s e r m. 
times from fear, and even from felfilhnefa, ^^^.^L, 
which obliges men to ihew kindneft^ in or- 
der that they may receive returns of it- la ' 
fuch cafes, the CJcterior of fair behaviour 
may be preferved. But all will admit, thac 
when from conftraint only, the offices of 
feeming kindnefs are performed, little de- 
pendance can be placed on them, and Jittle 
value allowed to them. 

By others, thefe offices are difcharged 
folely from a jM-inciple of duty. They arc ■ 
, men of cold affeftions, and perhaps of aa 
interefted charader. Bur, overawed by a 
fenfe of religion, and convinced that they 
are bound to be beneficent, they fulfil the 
courfe of relative duties with regular tenor- 
Such men i,€t from confcience and prin- 
ciple. So far they do well, and are wor- 
thy of praife. They affift their friends ; 
they give to the poor ; they do jullice to 
all. But what a diiFerent complexion is 
given to the fame aflions, how much higher 
.flavour do .they acquire, when they flow 
£-om the fenfibility of a feeling heart 7 If 
one 
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S E R M. one be not moved by affedion, eren fup- 
pofing hini influenced by principle, he 
will go no farther than ftri^ principle 
appears to require. He will advance flow- 
ly, and reludantly. As it is juftice, not 
generofity, which ■ impels him, he will 
often feet as a talk what he is required by 
confcience to perform. Whereas, to him 
who is prompted by virtuous fenfibility, 
every office of beneficence and humanity 
is a pleafure. He gives, affifts, and relieves, 
not merely becaufe he is bound to ^o fo, 
but becaufe it would be painful for him 
to refrain. Hence, the fmalleft benefit he 
confers rifes in its- value, on account of its 
carrying the affeGionof the giver impreffed 
upon the gift. It fpeaks his heart j and the 
difcovery of the heart is very frequently of 
greater confequence than all that liberality 
can beftow. How often will the afFeflion- 
ate fraile of approbation gladden the humble, 
and raife the dejedbed ? How often will 
the look of tender fympathy, or the tear 
that involuntarily falls, impart confolation 
to the unhappy ? By means of this cor- 
reipondeace 
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refporidence of hearts, all the great duties SERM. 
which we owe to one another are both per- \. -J -^_f 
formed to more advantage, and endeared 
in the performance. From true fenfibility 
flow a thoufand good offices, apparently 
fmall in themfelves, but of high import- 
ance to the feHcity of others ; offices which 
altogether efcape the obfecvation of the cold 
and unfeeling, who, by the hardnefs of 
their manner, render themfelves uriamiabl^ 
even when they mean to do good. How 
happy then would it be for mankind, if this 
afieclionate difpofition prevailed more ge- 
nerally in the world ! How much would 
the fum of public virtue and public felicity 
be increafed, if men wepe always inclined 
to rejoice with tbem that rejoice^ and to iseep 
■with them that weep ! 

But, befides the efFeA of fuch a temper 
on general virtue iind happinefs, let us con- 
fider its effect on the happinefs of him who 
poflefles it, and the various pleafures to 
which it gives him accefs. If he be raafter 
of Tiches or influence, it afibrds him the 
6 , means 
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SHRM. means of increafing his own enjoyment, 
i^..y— > by relieving the wants, or increafing the 
comforts 6f others. If he command not 
thefe advantages, yet all the comforts 
which he fees in the pofleflion of the ' 
deferving become in fome fort his, by his 
rejoicing in the good which they enjoy. 
Even the face of nature yields a fatisfa£tiod 
to him which the infenfible can never 
know. The profufion of goodnefs which 
he beholds poured forth on the univerfe, 
* dilates his heart with the thought that in- 

numerable multitudes around him are bleft 
and happy. When he fees the labours of 
' men appearing to profper, and views a 
country flourifhing in wealth and induf- 
try; when he beholds the fpring coming 
forth in its beauty, and reviving the de- 
cayed face of nature ; or in autumn be- 
holds the fields loaded with plenty, and 
the year crowned with all its fruits ; he lifts 
his affedions with gratitbde to the great 
Father of all, and rejoices in the general 
felicity and joy. 

It 
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SERM, his narrow circle of pleafures. They are 
hi,-,.'^_i cpnfmed to what afFe^s his own intereft. 
He is obliged to repeat the fame gratifica- 
tions, till they become infipid. But the 
man of virtuous fenfibility moves in a wider 
■ iphere of felicity. His powers are much 
more frequently called forth into occupa- 
tions of pleafmg activity. Nnmberlefs oc- ' 
eafions open to him of indulging his fa- 
Tourite taftc, by conTeying fatisfadiion to 
others. Often it is in his power, in one way 
©r other, to foorh the afflifled heart; ta 
carry fome confolation into ^he houfe of 
woe. In the fcenes of ordinaryJife, in the 
domeilic and fecial intercourfes of men^ 
che cordiality of his afFe£tions cheers and 
gladdens him. E*ery appearance, every 
defcription of innocent happinefs, is enjoy- 
ed by him. Every native espreffion of 
tindnefs and affedtion among others is felt 
by him, even thongh he be not the obje£fe 
©f it. Among a circle of friends, enjoying 
one another, he is as happy as the happieft.. 
In a word, he lives in a diifercnt fort of 
ivorld from what the fel6& man inhabits, 
1 He 
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He poHefles a new fenfe, which enables s B R m. 
him to behold objeiSs which the felfifh ^ , ' , ^ 
cannot fee. At the fame time^ his enjoy- 
ments are not of that kind which remain 
merely on the furface 6f the mind^ Thsf 
Jwnetrate the heart. They enlarge and 
elevate, they refine and ennoble it. To all 
the pleafmg emotions of aSeftion, they add 
the dignified confcioufnefs of virtue^' 
Children of men ! Men fornied by nature 
to live and to feel as brethren ! How long 
vrili ye continue to eftrange yourfelves from 
one another by Competitions and jealou- 
lies, when in cordial union ye tnight be fb 
much more bleft I How long will ye feek 
your happinefs in felfiih gratifications alone^ 
Uegleiling thofe purer and better fources ot 
Joy, which flow from the aflfeftions and 
the heart \ 

Having rlow explained the nattire, and 
Ihown the value ahd high advantages of 
true fenfibility, I proceed to point out fome 
f^ the miftaken forms, and abufes of this 

virtue. In modem times, the chief im- 

D a provement 
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s E R M. provement of which we have to boaft, is a 
tT-J-^tj ienfe! of humanity. This, notwithftanding 
the fdfiQinefs that dill prevails^ is the fft- 
vourite^and diftinguiihing virtue of the age. 
Oa general manners, and on feveral depart- 
ments of fociety, it has had confiderable 
influence. It has abated the fpirit of per- 
fecution : It has even tempeted the horrors 
of war; and man is now more afhamed thaa 
he was in fome former ages, of a<!ling as a 
favage to man. Hence, fenfibiUty is be- 
come fo reputable a quality, that the ap- 
pearance of it is frequently affumed when 
the reality is wanting. Softnefs of man- 
ners muft not be mifbken for true fenfi- 
biUty. Senfibility indeed tends to produce 
gentlenefs in behaviour; and when fuch 
behaviour flows from native affe£lion, it is 
valuable and amiable. But the exterior 
manner alone may be learped in the fchcol 
of the world ; and often, too often, is found 
to cover much unfeeling hardnefs of heart. 
Profeflions of fenfibility on every trifling 
occafion, joined with the appearance of ex- 
ceflivc fofinefs, and a profuiion of fenti^ 
mental 
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SERM. whom they are conne^e^. Hence, unjuft 
\^,^..^ fufpicions of their friends i hence, ground* 
leTs upbraidings, and complaints of un* 
kindnefs; hence, a pronenefs to take vio- 
lent offence at trifles. In confequence of 
examining their friends with a micro* 
fcopic eye, what to an ordinary obferver 
would not be unpleafmg, to- them is grat-* 
ing and difgufting. At the bottom of the 
charafSer of fuch perfons there always lie 
much pride, and attention to themfelves« 
This is indeed a falfe fpecies of fenfibility. 
It is the fubllitution of a capricious and 
irritable delicacy, in the room of that plaia 
and native tendernefs of heart, which 
prompts men to view others with an indul-^ 
gent eye, and to make great allowances for 
the imperfediions which, are fometimes ad* 
berent to the moit amiable qualities* 

There are other* who aifeft not fenfi- 
bility to this extreme, but who found 
high claims to tfaemfelves upon the degree 
of interefi which they take in the concerns 
gf Others. Although their fenfibility can 
prodttw 
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produce no benefit to the perfon who is S E R M. 
its objeft, they always conceive that it in- \__ J ,_» 
titles themfelves to fome profitable returnsi 
Thefe, often, are perfons of refined and art- 
ful charafter ; who partly deceive them- 
felves, and partly employ their fenfibility 
as a cover to intereft. He who a£ts front 
genuine aHedion, when he is feeling along 
with others in their joys or forrows, think* 
•not of any recompence to which this gives 
him a title. He follows the impulfe of his 
heart. He obeys the dilate of his nature ; 
juft aa the vine by its nature produces 
fruit, and the fountain pours forth its 
ftreams. Wherever views of interefi^ and 
profpe<3s of return, mingle with the fe^l- 
ings of affedlion, fenfibility afts an'impcr- 
fefl: part, and intitles us to fmall fliare of 
praife. 

■ But fuppofing it to be both complete 
and pure, I muft caution you againft reft- 
ing the whole merit of your charafter on 
fenfibility alone. It is indeed a happy con- 
fiitution of mind. It fits men for the pro- 
D 4 per 
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SERM. per difcharge of many duties, and glvM 
» J ■ them accefs to many virtuous pleafures. 
It is requifite for our acceptance either 
vrith God or man. At the fame time, if 
it remain an inftinOive feeling alone, it 
will form no more than an imperfedt cha- 
radter. Complete virtue is of a more 
exalted and digniBed nature. It fuf^ofes 
fenfibility, good teniper, and benevolent 
affef^ions ; it includes them as efTential 
parts ; but it reaches farther : It fuppofesi. 
them to be ftrengthened and confirmed by 
principle ; it requires them to be fupporfr 
ed by juftice, temperance, fortitude, and 
all tbofe other virtues which enable us tQ. 
aft with propriety, in the trying fituation^ 
oflife. 

It is very poflible for a paan to poffefs 
the kind afFeftions in a high degree, while, 
at the fame time, he is carried away by 
paflion and pleafure into many criminal 
deeds. Almoft every man values himfelf 
on poffeffing virtue in one or other of its 
forms. He wiHies to lay claim to fome 
quality y?hich will render him eitlmahlc 
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5n his own eye, as well as in that of the s E r m. 
public. Hence, it is common for many, ■ ^ ' , j 
efpecially for thofe in the higher clafles of 
Jife, to take much praife to themfelves on 
account of their fenfibility, though it be, in 
truth, a fenfibility of very defedive kind. 
They relent at the view of mlfery when it is 
ftrongly fet before them. Often too, affefted 
chiefly by the powers of defcription, it is at 
feigned and pictured diftrefs, more than at 
real mifery, that they relent. The tears which 
they fhed upon thefe occafions they confider 
as undoubted proofe of virtue. They applaud 
themfelves for the goodnefs of their hearts ; 
and conclude, that with fuch feelings they 
cannot fail to be agreeable to Heaven. At 
the' fame time, thefe tranfient relentings 
make flight imprefiion on conduA.' They 
give rife to few, if any, good deeds j and 
foon after fuch perfom have wept at fome 
tragical tale, they are ready to ftretch forth 
the hand of oppreflion, to grafp at the gain 
of injuftice, or to plunge into the torrent 
of criminal pleafures. This fort of fenfi- 
bility 30brds no more than a fallacious 
claim 
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5 E R M. claim to virtue, and gives men no ground 

Y - ' J to think highly of themfelves. We muft 

inquire not merely how they feel, but how 

their feelings prompt them to aft, in order 

iQ afcertain their real charader. 

I SHALL conclude with obferving, that 
pfcnfibility, when genuine and pure, has a, 
ftrong connexion wfth piety. That warmth 
of affedtion, and tendemefs of heart, which 
lead men to feel for their brethren, and to 
enter into their joys and forrows, fliould 
naturally difpofe them to melt at the re- 
membrance of\ the divine goodnefs ; to 
glow with admiration of the divine Ma- ■" 
jefty^ to fend up the voice of praife and 
adoration to that Supreme Being who 
makes his creatures happy. He who pre- 
tends to great fenfibility fowards men, and 
■yet has no feeling for the high objects of 
religion, no heart to admire and adore the 
great Father of the univerfe, has reafon to 
' diftruft the truth and delicacy of his fenfi- 
bility. He has reafon to fufped, that in 
fome corner of bis heart there lodges a fe- 
cret 
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cret depravity, an unnatural hardnefs and S E R U, 
calloufnefs, ■ ■vfrhich vitiates his charafter. . , _ , _, 

Let us ftudy to join all the parts of 

virtue in proper union ; to be confiftently 
and uniformly' good ; juA and upright, as 
well as pitiful and courteous ; pious, as well 
as fympathifing. Let us pray to him who 
made the heart, that ht would fill it with 
all proper difpofitions ; refkify all its errors; 
and render it the happy abode of perfonat 
integrity and focial tendernefs, of purity, 
benevolence, and devotion. 
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Genesis, xlvii. 8. 



III. 



And Pbaraob Jaid unto yacoby Hoiv old 
art thou f 



SEK U. npIME is of fo great importance to man- 
, -i- kind, that it cannot too often employ 
religious meditation. There is nothing in 
the management of which wifdom is more 
requifite, or where mankind difplay their 
inconfiftency more. In its particular par- 
cels, they appear entirely carelefs of it ; and 
throw it away with .thoughtlefs profufion. 
But, when colletScd' into fome of its great 
portions, and viewed as the meafure of 
their contiauaoce in life, they become fen- 
fible 
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fible of its valuC} and begin to regard it s £ R M. 
with a ferious eye. While day after day is ^ J , j 
wafted in a courfe of idlenefs or vicious, 
pleafures, if fome incident ftiall occur 
which leads the moft inconftderate man to 
think, of his age, or time of life; How 
much of it is gone ; at what period of it ha 
13 now arrived ; and to what proportion of 
it he can with any probability look for- 
ward, as yet to come ; he can hardly avoid 
fueling fome fecret compunction, and re- 
fle<fbing ferioufly upon his ftate. Happy, 
if that virtuous impreffion were not of mo- 
mentary continuance, but retained its in- 
fluence amidft the fucceeding cares and 
pleafures of the world ! To the good old 
Patriarch mentioned in the text, we have 
reafon to believe that fuch impreilions 
were habitual. The queftion put to him. 
by the Egyptian monarch produced, in his 
anfwer, fuch rcfledlions ais were naturally 
fuited to his time of life, ^fid yacobfaid 
unto Pharaoh^ the days of the years of my pil- 
grimage are an hundred and thirty years : 
few and evil have the days of the years of my . 

7 ¥' 
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S£ RU. /^ Beettf and have not attained iinto tie dayt 
s.i ^' r of the years of the life of my fathers^ in the 
days of their pilgrimage. But the peculiar 
drcumftances of the Patriarch, or the num_- 
1>er of his years, are not to be the fuhjet^ 
of our prefent confideration. My purpofe 
is, to fhow how we fhould be afieded in' 
every period of human life, by refledlion 
upon. our age, whether we be young, or* 
advanced in years ; in order that the que- 
fiion. How old art tbouf may never be put 
to any of us without fome good effect* 
There are three different portions of our 
life which fuch a queftion naturally calls to 
view ; that part of it which is pali j that 
%hicb is now prefent;. and that to which 
we fondly look forward, as future. Let ua 
confider in what manner we ought to bs 
offered by attending to each of thefe* 

I. Let us review that part of our time 
which is pad. According to the progrefs 
which we have made in the journey of life, 
die fi6ld which paft years prefent to our re- 
tiew will be more or lels eKteuftve. But 
to 
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to every one they will be found to afford s E R M. 
fufficient matter of humiliation and regret. .- ' j 
For where is the perfon, who having atf^ed 
for any time in the world, remembers not 
many errors, and many 'follies, in his paft 
behaviour ? "Who dares to fay, that he haa 
improved, as he might have done, the va- 
rious advantages which were afforded him ; 
and that lie recalls nothing for which he 
has reafon either to grieve, or to blufti ? 
When we recoUeft the feveral ftages of life 
through which we have palTed ; the fuc- 
ceffive occupations in which we have been 
engaged, the defigns we. have formed, and 
the hopes and fears which alternately have 
filled our breaft ; how barren for moft 
part is the remembrance ; and how few 
traces of any thing valuable or important 
femain ? Like chara^ers drawn on th« 
fand, which the next wave wafliefl totally 
away, fp one trivial fucceflion of events ha9 
effaced the memory of the preceding ; and 
though we have feemed all along to be 
bufy, yet for much of what we have a£tedy 
*e are neithcj wifer nor better than if fuch 
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s E R M. a(3:ions had never been. Hence, let the rc-» 
u.-^-', .f trofpcQ: of what is paft produce, as its 6rfl: 
efFed, humiliation in our own eyes, and 
abafement before God. Much do human 
pride and felf-complacency require fome 
corredtion; and that correflion is never 
more cfFeSually adminiftered,' than by an 
impartial and ferious review of former life. 
But though paft time be gone, we are 
not to confider it as irredeemably loft. To 
a very profitable purpofe it may yet be ap- 
plied, if we lay hold of it while it remains in 
remembrance, and oblige it to contribute to 
future improvement. If you have gained 
nothing more by the years that are paft, 
you have at leaft gained experience; and 
experience is the mother of wifdom. You 
have feen the weak parts of your character; 
aod may have difcovered the chief fources of 
your mifconduft. To thefe let your atten- 
tion be direfted ; on thefe, let the proper 
guards be fet. If you have trifled long, 
refolve to trifle no more. If your paffions 
have often betrayed and degraded you, 
ftudy how they may be kept, in future^ 
under 
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iinder better difcipUne. Learn, at the fame s E R ^i. 
time, never to truft prefumptuoufly in your ,_ ^' . _f 
own wifdom. Humbly apply to the Au- 
thor of your being, and befeech his grace 
to guide you fafely through thofe flippery 
and dangerous paths, in which experience 
has ihown that you are fo ready to err, and 
to fall. 

In reviewing paft life, it cannot but oc- 
cur, that many things now appear of in- 
confiderable importance, which once occu- 
pied and attached us, in the higheft de- 
gree. Where are thofe keen competitions, 
thofe mortifying difappointments, thofe 
violent enmities, thofe eager purfuits, whic|i 
we once thought were to laft for ever, and 
on which we xonfidered our whole happi- 
nefs or mifery as fufpended ? We look 
back upon them now, as upon a dream 
which has pafled away. None of thofe 
mighty coniequences have followed which 
"we had predidied. The airy fabric has va- 
niflied, and left no trace behind it. We 
fmile at our former violence j and wonder 
how fucH things could have ever appeared 

Vol. III. E fo 
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S E R. M. fo fignificant and great. Wc may reft af« 
v_. ^' ■ fured, that what hath beea, ihall agaia be. 
When Tlnw ftiaU once have Iwd his lenient 
hand on the pafllons and purfuits of the 
prefent moment, they too ihall lofe that 
imaginary value which heated &ncy now 
bellows upon them. Hence, let them al- 
■ ready begin to fubfide to their proper level. 
Let wifdom infufe a tincture of moderation 
into the eagemcfs of conteft, by anticipat- 
ing that period of coolnefs, which the lapfe 
of time will, of itfelf, certainly bring. 
When we look back cm yeaxs that are paft, 
how fwifdy do they appear to have fleeted 
flway ? How infenfibly has one period o£ 
life ftolen upon ,us after another, like the 
fucceflive incidents in a tale that is toldf 
Before we were aware, childhood had grown 
up into youth ; youth had pafied into man* 
hood ; and manhood now, perhaps, begins 
to aflume the gray hair, and to decline 
into old age. When we are carrying our 
views ^rward, mondis and years to come 
feem to ftretch through a long and exten- 
five fpace. But when the time ihall arrive 

2 of 
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of our looking back, they fliall appear con- S E k m. 
traded within narrow bounds. Time, wheA i_,-^-^ 
yet before us, feems to advance with flow 
and tardy Aeps ; no fooner is it pafl:, than 
we difcern its wings. 

It is a remarkable peculiarity in the re- 
trofpeft of former life, that it is commonly 
attended with fome meafnre of heavinefs of 
heart. Even to the moft profpejous, the 
memory of joys that are paft is accompa- 
nied with fecret forrow. In the days of 
former years, many objefls arife to view, 
which make the moft unthinking, grave j 
and reAder the ferious, fad. The pleafur- 
able fcenes of youth, the objeAs on which 
our affedHbns had been early placed, the 
compardons and friends with whom we had 
ipent many happy days, even the places 
and the occupations to" which we had been 
long accuftomed, but to which we have 
now bid farewel, can hardly ever be re- 
called, without foftenirvg, nor fometimes, 
without piercing, the heart. Such fenfa- 
tiohs, to which few, if any, of my hearers, 
are wholly ftrangers, I now mention, as 
E 3 fording 
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SERM. affording a ftrong proof of that vanity of 
1 , '_, the human ftate, which is fo often repre- 
fented in the facred writings: And vain 
indeed mufl that ftate be, where fhatJes of 
grief tinge the recollection of its brighteft 
fcenes. But, at the fame time, though it 
be ytiy proper that fuch meditations fliould 
fometimes enter the mind, yet on them I 
advife not the gentle and tender heart to 
dwell too long. They are apt to produce 
a fruitlefs melancholy ; to deje<5t, without 
bringing much improvement j to thicken 
the gloom which already hangs over hu- 
man life, without furnifhing proportionable 
affiftance to virtue. 

Let me advife you, rather to recall to view 
fuch' parts of former conduA, if any fuch 
there be, as afford in the remembrance a 
rational fatisfaCtion. And what parts- of 
conduft are thefe ? Are they the purfuits 
of fenfual pleafure, the riots of jollity, or 
the difplays of fhow and vanity ? Noj I 
appeal to your hearts, my friends, if what 
you recoUea with ;noft pleafure be not the 
innocent, the virtuous, the honourable parts 
of 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



On the- Improvement of Time. 53 

of your paft life; when you were employ- SERM. 
ed in cultivating your minds, and improv- l . ,- ■/ 
kig them with ufeful knowledge; when, 
by regular application and perfevering la- 
bour, you were laying the foundation of 
future reputatibn and advancement ; whea 
you wore occupied in difcharging with fide- 
lity the duties of your ftation, and ac- * 
quiring the efteem of the worthy and the ■■ 
good ; when in feme trying fituation you 
were enabled to afl: your part with firm- 
neis and honour ; dr had feized the happy 
opportunity of affifting the deferving, of 
relieving the diftreSed, and bringing down 
upon your heads the blejjingi of thofe that 
•were ready to peri/h.-'^h.ck:, thefe are the 
parts of former life which are recalled with 
vao&. fatisfa£lion ! On them alone, no hea- 
■vinefs of heart attends. You enjoy them as 
a treafure which is now ftored up, and put 
beyond all danger of being loft. Thefe 
cheer the hours of fadnefe, lighten the bur- 
den of old age, and, through the mortify- 
ing remembrance of much of the paft, dart 
a ray of light and joy. — From the review 
E 3 'of 
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s E R m; of thefc, and the comparifftn of them with 
^^-^'.^ the deceitful pleafures of fin, let us learn 
how to form our eftimate of hap^inefs. Le* 
us learn what is true, what is falfe, in hu- 
man pleafures ; and from experiehce rtP the 
paft, judge of the quarter to which we 
muft in future turn, if we would lay a 
foundation for permanent latisfadion. Af- 
ter havin'g thus reviewed the former years 
of our life, let us confider, 

II. What attention is due to that period 
of age in which we are at prefent placed. 
Here lies the immediate and principal oh* 
je^ of our concern. For the recolle^ion 
of the paft is only as far of moment, as it 
tfls upon the prefent. The paft, to ua 
now, is little j the futm-e, as yet, is no- 
thing. Between thefe two great gulphs of 
time fubfifts the prefent, as an ifthmus or 
bridge, along which we are all pafling. 
With hafty and inconfiderate fteps let us 
not pafs along it ; but remember well, how 
much depends upon our holding a fteady, 
and properly conduced courfe. Wbatjh-' 

tver 



DolizodbyGoOgJe 



On the Improvement of Time. 5^ 

0ver thine hdndjindetb to do, do it now with 8 E R M. 
pli thy might ; . for now is the accepted time j ^_ J ^^ 
■ftow is the day offalvation. Many dire^ions 
might be ^ven for the wife and religious 
improvement of the prefent} a few of which 
only I (hall hint. 

Let us begin with excluding thofe fuper- 
fluous avocations which unproiitably con- 
fume it. Life is fhort ; much that is of 
Teal importance remuns to be done. If we 
fuffer the prefent time to be wafted either 
in 9bfolute idlenefs, or in irivolous em- 
ployments, it will hereafter call for ven- 
geance againft us. Removing therefore 
what is merely fuperfluous, let us bethink 
ourfelves of what is mod material to be at- 
tended to at prefent : As, firft and chief, 
the great work of our falvation ; the dif> 
charge of the religious duties which we 
owe to God our Creator, and to Chrift our 
Redeemer, Cod ivaiteth as yet to be gra- 
cious ; whether he will wait longer,, none of 
us can tell. Now, therefore, feek the Lord 
•while he may befound^ call upon him while 
he is nearf Our fpiritual interefts will -be 
E 4 beft 
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s E R M. beft promoted by regular performance of 
i_ , -\ . _, all the duties of ordinary life. Let thefe, 
tberefore, occupy a great fhare of the pre- 
fent hour. Whatever our age, our charac- 
ter, our profeffion, or ftation in the world, 
requires us to do, in that let each revolving 
day find us bufy. Never delay till to-mor- 
row wh^t reafon and confcience tell you 
ought to-be performed to-day. To-mor- 
row is not yours ; and though you fhould 
live to enjoy it, you muft not overload It 
with a burden not its own. Sufficient for 
the day ivili prove the duty thereof. 
■ The obfervance of order and method, is 
. of high confcquence for the improvement 
of prefent time. He who performs every 
employment in its due place and feafon, 
fuffers no part of time to efcape without 
proBt. He multiplies his days; for he 
lives much in little fpace. Whereas he who 
negledts order in the arrangement of his 
occupations, is always lofing the prefent in 
returning upon the paft, and trying, in 
vain, to recover it when gone. — Let me 
atlvife you frequently to make the prefent 
employ-" 
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employment of time an obje£l of thought, s E R M, 
Afk yourfelves, about what are you now ^_ ' j 
bufied ? What is the ultimate fcope of 
your prefent purfuits and cares ? Can you 
juftify them to yourfelves ? Are they likely 
to produce any thing that will furvive 
the moment, and bring forth feme fruit 
for futurity? He who can give no fatif-' 
fadtory anfwer to fuch queftions as thefe, 
has reafon to fufpe£l: that his employment 
of the prefent is not tending either to his 

advantage, or his honour. Finally, let 

me admonifti you, that while you ftudy to 
improve, you fhould endeavour alfo to en- 
joy, the prefent hour. Let it not be dii^ 
turbed with groundlefs difcontents, or poi- 
foned with foolifh anxieties about what is 
to come : But look up to Heaven, and ac- 
knowledge, with a grateful heart, the adual 
bleffings you enjoy. If you muft admit, 
that you are now in health, peace, and 
fafety ; without any particular or uncom- 
mon evils to afflift your condition ; what 
more can you reafonably look for in this 
vain and uncertain world ? How little can 
the 
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8ERM. the greatcft profperity add to fuch a ftatc ? 

^,^^ Will any future fituation ever make yon 
bappy, if now, with fo few caufes of grief, 
you imagine yourfelves miferable ? The 
evil lies in the ftate of your mind, not in 
your condition of fortune; and by no al- 
teration of circumftances is likely to be re* 
medied. Let us now, 

in. Consider with what difpofitions 
wc ought to look forward to thofe years of 
oiu- life that may yet be to come. Merely 
to look forward to them, is what requires 
"no admonition. Futurity is the great ob- 
jeft on which the imaginations of men arc 
employed ; for the fake of which the paft 
is forgotten, and the prefent too often ne- 
■glefted. All time is in a manner fwaliow- 
ed up by it. On futurity, men build their 
defigns ; on futurity, they reft their hopes ; 
and though not happy at the prefent, they 
always redion on becoming ,fo, at fomc 
fubfequent period of their lives. This pro- 
peniity to look forward, was for wife pur- 
pofes implanted in the human breaft. It 
ferves 
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^nres to give proper occupation to the aflive 8 E R M. 
powers of the mind, and to quicken all its - J ^ 
exertions. But it is too often immoderately 
indulged, and grofely ahufed. The cu- 
riofity which fometimes prompts perfons to 
inquire, hy unlawful methods, into what 
is to come, is equally foolifli and finfuL 
Let us reftrain all defire of penetrating far- 
ther than is allowed us, into that dark and 
unknown region. Futurity belongs to God : 
and happy for us is that myfterious veil 
with which his wifdom has covered it. 
Were it in our power to lift up the veil, 
and to hehold what it conceals, many and 
many a thorn we ihould plant in our 
breads. The proper and rational conduct 
of tnen with regard to futurity, is regulated 
by two confiderations : Firft, that much 
of what it contains, muft remain to us 
abfoluttly unknown ; next, that there are 
alfo fome. events in it vrhich may be cer- 
t^oly known and forefeen. 

Ftrft, much of futurity is, and muft be, 

entirely unknov^n to us. When we Ipecu- 

latc 
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S B R M. late about the continuance of our life, and ' 
1^. ^ , '„ _ f the events which are to fill it, we behold a 
river which is always flowing; but which 
foon efcapes out of our fight, and is cover- 
ed with mills and darknefs. Some of its 
windings we may endeavour to trace ; but 
it is only for a very fhort way that we are 
able to purfue them. In endlefs conjec- 
tures we quickly find ourfelves bewil- 
dered ; and, often, the next event that 
happens baflles all the reafonings we had 
formed concerning the fucceflion of events. 
The confequence which follows from this 
is, that all the anxiety about futurity, 
which pafles the bounds of reafonable pre- 
caution, is unprofitable and vain. Certain 
meafures are indeed neceflary to be taken 
for our fafety. We are not to rufh for- 
ward inconfiderate and headlong. We muft 
make, as far as we are able, provifion for 
future welfare ; and guard againft dangers, 
which apparently threaten. But having 
done this, we muft ftop j and leave the reft 
to Him who difpofeth of futurity at his 
will. 
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will. He who Jiitetb in the heaveni laugbi S E R M. 
at the wifdom and the plans of worldly . , -^- ._ f 
men. "Wherefore, boqfi not th^elfof lo-mor- 
rotv; for tbou knowefi not what a day may 
bring forth. For the fame reafon» defpair 
not of to-morrow j for it may bring forth, 
' good as well as evil. Vex not yourfelves with 
imaginary fears.- The impending black 
cloud, to which you look up with fo much 
dread, may pafs by harmlefs j or though it 
fliould difcharge the ftorm, yet, before it 
breaks, you may be lodged in that lowly 
manfion which no ftorms ever touch. 
- In the next place, there are in futurity 
fome events which may be certainly fore- 
feen by lis, through all its darknefs. Firft, 
it may be confidently predi£ted, that no 
iituatioh into which it wiU bring us, iliaU 
everanfwer fully to our hopes, or confer 
perfeft happinefs. This is as certain as i£ 
we already- faw it, that life, in its future 
periods, will continue to be what it has 
heretofore been ; that it will be a mixed 
and varied ftate ; a checquered fceae of 
pleafures and pains, of, fugitive joys and 
•J tranfient 
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s E R M. tranfient grief^> fucceeding id a round to 
■^^ .^^ ' J one another. Whether we look forward 
to the years of youth, or to thofe of man- 
hood and advanced life, it is all the fame* 
The world will be to us, what it has beea 
to generations paft. Set out, therefore, on 
what remains of your journey under this 
perfuafion. According ^o this meafure, 
eftimate your future pleafures ; and calcu- 
late yom" future gains. Garry always along 
with you a modeft and a temperate mindj. 
Let not your expe^ations from the years 
that are to come rife too high ; and your 
difappointments wUl be fewer, and more 
eafily fupported. 

Farther ; this may be reckoned upon ayi 
certain, that in every future fituation of life, 
■ a good confcience, a well ordered mind, and 
4 humble truft in the favour fiS. Heaven, 
will prove the efleutial ingredients of your 
happinefs. In refleding upon the pafV, 
3rou have found this to hold. A0ure youiw 
{iilves that in future, the cafe will be the 
fams. The principal correGives of human 
vanity and diflrefs, muft be fought for la 
religioa 
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icH^on and virtue. Entering on paths s S R li, 
which to you are new and anknown, place i_ ^i' , f 
youtfelves under the conduct of a divine 
guide. Follow the great Shepherd of IfraxI^ 
who, amidft the turmoil of this world, 
teadsbis kcxk. into green pa/iures, andby the 
fiili waters. As you advance in life, ftudy 
to in^rove both in good principles, and 
in. good pradice. You will be enabled to 
look to futurity without fear, if, whatever 
it brings, it ftiall find you regularly em* 
ployed in doing juflly^ loving mercy, and 
. vofUking humbly -with the Lord yout God. ' 
Laftly, Whatever other things may be 
dubious in futurity, two great events ard * 
uodoubtedly certain, death and judgment. 
TTiefe, we all know, are to terminate the 
whole courfe of time ; and we know themi 
to be not only certain, but to be approach- 
ing nearer to usj in confequence of every 
day that pafles over our heads. To thefe, 
therefore, let us look, forward, not with the 
dreadof children, but \nth that man>y fe-^ 
rioufnefs which belongs to men and Chrift<^ 
iaas. Let us not avert our view from 
them. 
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SERM. them, as if we could place them at fomc 
^, - ' . ^ greater diftance by excluding them from 
our thoughts. This indeed is the refuge of 
too many ; but it is the refuge of fools, 
who aggravate thereby the terrors they 
mull encounter. For he that cometbj Jhall 
come^ and will not tarry. To his coining, - 
let us look with a ileady eye ; and as life 
advances through its-progreflive ftagcs, pre-r 
pare for its clofe, and for appearing before 
him who made us. 

Thus I have endeavoured to point out 
the reflexions prefer to be made, when the 
queflion is put to any of us, Hoio old art 
thou ? 1 have Ihown with what eye we ihould 
review the paft years of our life j in what 
light we fliould confider the prefeat ; and 
with what difpofitions look forward to the 
future : In order that fuch a queftion may 
always leave fome lerious impreflion behind 
it ; and may difpofe us^ to number the years 
of our life, that we may apply our hearts unto 
wifdom. 
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SERMON IV. 

On the Duties belonging to Middle 
. Age. 



I Corinthians, xiii. ii. 

- ■ ■ When I becam£ a man^ I put awaji 
cbildijh things. 

^T'O every tbingy fays the wife man, there S E RM. 
is afeafon ; and a time to every purpofe i_ ■-.-'■j 
under heaven *. As there are duties which ' 
belong to particular fituattons of fortune, 
fo there are duties alfo which refult from 
, particular periods of human life. In every 
period of it, indeed, that comprehenfive 
rule takes place, Fear God:, and keep bis com- ' 

• Ecclef. iii. I. 

Vol. Ill, F, mandments; 
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66 On the Duties belonging 

SERM. mandments; for this is the whole duly of 
L. Jr^j man *. Piety to God, and charity to men, are 
incumbent upon perfons of every age, as 
foon as they can think and aA. Yet thefe 
virtues, in , different llages of life, alfume 
different forms ; and when they appeaf in 
that form which is mofl fuited to our age, 
they appear with peculiar gracefulnefs ; 
they give propriety to condmS, an<} add 
diguity to character. In former difcourfes 
I have treated of the virtues which adorn 
youth, and of the duties which fpecially 
belong to old age t- The circle of thofe 
duties which refped middle age is indeed 
much larger. As that is the hufy period 
in the life of man, it includes in efFeft the 
whole compafs of religion, and therefore- 
cannot have its peculiar character fo de- 
finitely marked and afcertained. At the 
lame time, during thofe years wherein one 
is fenfible that he has advanced beyond 
the confines of youth, but has not yet 
pafied into the region of old age, there are 

*-£ccler.xii, 13. f ^^ I'ol* I* Scrmom 1 1 and 12. 
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feveral things which reflexion on that por- S B R M. 
lion of human life fuggefts, or at leaft y^ -^l^ j 
ought to fuggeft, to the mind. Inconfi- 
derate muft he be, who, in his gradual 
progrefs throughout middle age, paufes not, 
at times, to think, how far he is now re- 
ceding from youth; how near he draws to 
the borders of declining age ; what part it 
is now incumbent on him to ad; what 
duties both God and the world have a title 
to expert from Iiim, To thefe, I am at 
prefent to call your attention ; as what 
materially concern the greateft part of thofe 
who are now my hearers. 

I. I BEGIN with oblerving, that the firft 
duty of thofe who are become men Is, as 
the text exprefles it, to put away cbtldi/h 
things. The feafon of youthful levities, 
follies, and paflions, is now over. Thefe 
have had their reign j a reign perhaps too 
long ; and to which a termination is cer- 
tainly proper at' laft. ' Much indulgence is 
due to youth. Many things admit of ex- 
cufe then, which afterwards become un- 
F 2 pardon- 
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SERM. pardonable. Some things may even be 
»_-,-^ graceful in youth, which, if not criminal, 
are at leaft ridiculous, in perfons of ma- 
turer years, It is a; great trial of wifdom, 
to make our retreat from youth with pro- 
priety J to aflume the charafler of man- 
hood, without expofing ourfelves to re- 
proach, by an unfeafonable remainder of 
juvenility, on the one hand, or by precife 
and diigufting formality, on the other. 
Nature has placed certain boundaries, by 
which fhe difcriminates the pleafures, ac- 
tions, and employments, that are fuited to ' 
the different ftages of human life. It be- 
comes us, neither to overleap thofe boun- 
daries -by a tranfition too bally anij vio- ' 
lent ; nor to hover too long on. one fidfr 
of the limit, when nature calls us to pals 
over to the other. 

There are particularly two things in 
which middle age fhould preferve its dif- 
tinflion and feparation from youth j thefe 
are, levities of behaviour, and intemperate 
indulgence of pleafure. The gay ipirits of 
the young often prompt an incqiiGderate 
6 degree 
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degree of levity, fometimes amufing, fomt- SERM. 
times offenfive ; but for which, though be- ■. . J ._ i 
traying them occafionally iFito ferious dan- 
gers, their want of . experience may. plead 
excufe. A more compofed and manly 
behaviour is expected in riper years. The 
affe^ation of youthful vanities, degrades 
the dignity of manhood ; evea renders its 
manners lefs agreeable ; and by awkward 
attempts to pleafe, produces contempt. 
Cheerfulnefs is becoming in every age. 
But the proper cheerfulnefs of a man is as 
different from the levity of the boy, as the 
flight of the eagle is from the fluttering (tf 
a fparrow tn the air. 

As all unfeafonable returns to the levity 
of youth ought to be laid afide, — an admo- 
nition which equally belongs to both the 
fexes, — ftill mere are we to guard againft 
thofe intemperate indulgences of pleafure; 
to which the young are unhappiiy prone'. 
Trom thefe we cannot too foon retreat. 
They open the path to ruin, in every pe- 
riod of our days. As long, however, as 
thefe excefles are confined to the iirft flage 
- F 3 of 
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S E R M. of life, hope is left, that when this fever erf" 
L. , ',_; ■ the fpirits fliall abate, fobriety may gain the 
afcendant, and wifer counfels have power 
to influence conduit. But after the fea- 
fon of youth is paft, if its intemperate fpi- 
rit remain ; if, inftead of liftening to the 
calls of honour, and bending attention to 
the cares and the bufmefs of men, the 
fame courfe of idlenefs and fenfuality con- 
tinue to be purfued, the cafe becomes 
more defperate. A fad prefumption arifes, 
that long immaturity is to prevail ; and 
that the pleafures and pafllons of the 
youth are to fink and overwhelm the man. 
Difficult, I confefs, it may prove to over- 
come the attachments which youthful habits 
had for a long while been forming. Hard, 
at the beginning, is the taik, to impofe on 
our conduft reftraints which are altogether 
unaccuflomed and new. But this is a trial 
which every one miift undergo, in enter- ' 
ing on new fcenes of a^ioo, and new pe- 
jiods of life. Let thofe who arc in this 
fituation bethink themfelves, that all is now 
at flake. Their charadter and honour, their 
future 
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Mature fortune aqd fuccefa in the world, SERM- 
depend in a great meafure on the ftep? they <..,.y--V 
take, when hrft they appear on the flage 
of ai^ve life. The world then looks to 
them with an obferving eye. It ftudies their 
behaviour; and interprets all their motions, 
as prefages of the line of future conduQ 
which they mean to hold. Now, there- 
fore, put away cbUdiJh things ; dilmifs your 
former trifling amufements, and youthful 
pleafures j blaft not the hopes which your 
friends are willing to conceive of you. 
Higher occupations, more ferious cares^ 
await you. Turn your mind to the fteady 
and vigorous difcharge of the part you arc 
called to ad. This leads me, 

11. To point out the particular duties 
-pirhich open on thofe who are in the middle 
period of life. They are now- come for- 
ward to that field of a^ion where they are 
to mix in all the llir and buftle of the 
. world J where all the human powers are 
brought forth into full exercife j where all 
t})at is conceived to be impoiiant in hu-? 
F 4 maq 



/ DolizodbyGoOgle 



"a On the Duties belbftgtng 

S E R M. luan affairs is inceffanriy going on around 
T^i-^-'. _> them. The tiiAc of youth was the prepa- 
ration for future aftion. In old age our ac- 
tive part is fuppofed "to be finiflied, and reft 
is permitted. Middle 3ge is the feafon wheri 
we are expeded to difplay the fruits which 
education had -prepared and ripened. In 
this world, all, of ns "were formed to be 
afliftants to one another. The wants of 
fociety call for every man's latour, and re- 
quire various departments, to be filled up. 
They require that fome be appointed to 
rule, and others to obey ; fome, to defend 
the fociety from danger, others tb main- 
tain its internal ordfer and peacie ; ifaftie, t6 
provide the conveniencies of life, bthers to 
promote the improvement of the mind ; 
ina'ny, to work ; 'others to contrive and di- 
l-eG. In fliort, wit'«in the fphert of fociety 
there is employment for every one ; and in 
the cbuffe of thefe employments, tnany a 
moral!- dtrty is to be perfbrm'ed j many a 
Religious grace to be exercifed. No one Is 
permitted tb be a mere blank in the world. 
No rainkv nor ftation, ho dignity of birth, 
■* . ■ . nor 
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not extent of poffeflions, exempt any man serm: 
from coritrifcuting his fhare to public Uli- ^_. .^1 ^' 
lity and good. Thi^ is riie precept (MT God* 
This is the Toice of nature. This h tiie 
juft demand of the human race upon ttoC 
another. 

One of the firft queftions, therefote, 
•which every man who is in ih-e vigour t$ 
his age ftiouid put to himfelf is, " Whirt 
" am I doing in this world i* What have 
*' I yet dotie, whereby I may glorify God, 
" and be ufefol to my fellows ? Do I pt>o- 
** perly fill up the place which belongs td 
" my rarfc ahd ftation ? "Will -any memo- 
" rial remain of my having exifted on tfifc 
" earth ? or are my days paffing fruitkfe 
"* atway, now when I might be of fome im- 
* portance in the fyftem of humiin afiatrsf" 

■• Let not any man imagine that he is of 

no impoFtance, and has, upon that ac* 
count,, a privilege to trifle with his days 
*t pleafure. "Talents haye been given to idl ; 
to fome, ten ; to othefs, jfivt ; to oCha?, 
/wo^ Occupy %sUh 4befi ^4iU I come^ is :th» 
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SERM. command of the great Maftcr to. all. Where 
y_ _ ' _f fuperior abilities are poiTefTed, or diftin- 
guifhed advantages of fortune are enjoyed, 
a wider range is afforded for ufcfiil exer- 
tion, and the world is intitled to expert it. 
But among thofe who fill up the inferior 
departments of fodety, though the fphere 
of ufefiilnefs be more coptradted, no one i& 
left entirely infignificant. Let us repiem- 
ber, that in all flations and conditions, the ' 
important relations take place, of mafters 
and fervants, hufbands and wives, parents 
and children, brothers and friends, citizens 
and fubjeds. The difcharge of the duties 
arifmg from thofe various 'relations, forms 
a great portion of the work afligned to 
the middle age of man. Though the part 
we have p a^ may be confined within a 
humble line, yet if it be honourably afted, 
it will be always found to carry its owi^ 
reward. 

, In fine, iuduftry, in all it? virtuous 

forms, ought to infpirit and invigorate 

jnanhood. This wJU add to it both fatifr 

faftioif 
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fadiOH and dignity ; will make the cuireat SERU. 
of our yeart, as they roll, flow along in a s , , , \t 
clear and equable ilream, without the pu- 
trid ftagnatiou of floth and idlenefs. Idle- 
nefa is the great corrupter of youth ; and 
the bane and dishonour of middle age. He 
who, in the prime of life, finds time to 
hang heavy on his hands, may with much 
reafon fufpe£l, that he has not confuked 
the duties which the confideration of bis 
age impofed upon him; afluredly be ha« 
not confulted his own bappinels. Bttt 
amidft all the buftle of the worid, let ut 
not forget, 

III. To guard with vigilance againft the 
peculiar dangers which attend the period of 
middle life. It is much to be regretted, 
that in the prefent ftate of things there is 
no period of man's age in which his virtue 
is not expofed to perils. Pleafure lays its ' 
fnares for youth : and after the feafon of 
youthful follies is paft, other temptations, 
no lefe formidable to virtue, prcfcntly arife. 
The 
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«ERH. The iove of pleafure is fucceeded by the 
» . ^' ■ paffion for intereil:. In this pallion the 
whok mind is too often abfotbed j and thfe 
change thereby induced oh the charafter is 
•of no amiable Mnd. Amidft the exceffes 
of youth, virnious affedions often remain. 
The attachments of fricndfhip, the love of 
iionour, and the warmth of fenfibility, give 
a degree of laftre to the charadter, and co'- 
Ver many a faiiing.' But intereft, when it is 
Ijccome the niEng principle, both debafcs 
■the mind, and hardens the heart. It dead- 
«tis the feeling of every thing that is fub- 
lime or refined. It contracts the ^e^iom 
within a narrow .circle; and extinguilhes 
all thofe fparks of generofity and tender- 
nefs which Once gloWed in the breaft. 
' In proportion as worldly purfuits multi- 
ply, and competitions rife, ambition, J ealbU- 
fy, and envy, combine vwith intereft to ex- 
cite bad paflions, abd to increafe the corrup- 
tion of the heart. At firft, perhaps, it was 
a man's intention to advance himfelf in the 
wprld by none but fair and laudable me- 
thods. 
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thods. He retained for fometlrae an aver- S E R M, 
fion to whatever appeared difhonourable. ^_ \ j 
But here, he is encountered by the violence 
of an enemy. There, he is fupplanted by 
the addrefs of a rival. The pride of a fu- 
perior iiifuUs him. The ingratitude of a 
friend provokes him. Animofities ruffle 
his temper. Sufpicions poifon his mind. 
He finds, or imagines that he finds, the 
artful and defigning furrounding him on 
every hand. He views corruption and 
iniquity prevailing; the modeft negleded; 
the forward and the crafty tJiing to diftinc- 
tion. Too eafily, from the example of 
others, he learns that myftery of vice, call- 
ed the way of the world. What he has 
learned he fancies neceflary to pradlife for 
his own defence ; and of courfe affumes that 
fupple and verfatile character, which he ob- 
ferves to be frequent, and which often has 
appeared to him fuccefsful. 

To thefe, and many more dangers of the 
fame kind, is the man expofed who is deep- 
ly engaged in aflive life. No fmall degree ^ 

of 
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5ERM. of firmnefs in religious principle, and of 
^_ , ^-' , _■ conftancy in virtue, is requifite, in order to 
prevent his being ailimilated to the fpirit o€ 
the world, and carried away by the multi- 
tude of evil doers. Let him therefore call 
to mind thofe principles which ought to 
fortify him againft fuch temptations to vice. 
Let him often recolledt that, whatever his 
flation in life may be, he is a man ; he is 
a Chriftian. Thefe are the chief charaders 
which he has to fupport; chara&ers fupe- 
rior far, if they be fupported vn'ixh dignity, 
to any of the titles with which courts can 
decorate him ; fuperior to all that can be 
acquired in the ftrife of a bufy world. Let 
him think, that though it may be defire- 
able to increafe his opulence, or to advance 
his rank, yet what he ought to hold much 
more facred is, to maintain his integrity and 
honour. If thefe be forfeited, wealth or. 
ftation will have few charms left. They 
will not be able to protect him long from 
finking into contempt in the eye of an ob- 
icrving world. Even to his own eye he 
wiU 
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wxH at laft appear bafe and wretched.^— SERM. 
Let not the affairs of the world entirely in- ^_ J ,j 
grofs his time and thoughts. From that 
contagious air which he breathes in the 
midft of it, let him fometimes retreat into 
the falutary ihade confecrated to devotion 
and to wifdom. There, converfmg feriouf- 
ly with his own foul, and looking up to 
the Father of fpirits, let him ftudy to calm, 
thofe unquiet paffions, and to xtOMj thofe 
internal diforders, which ihtercourfe with, 
the world had excited and increafed. In 
order to render this medicine of the 
mind more effedual, it will be highly 
proper, 

IV. That as we advance in the courfe 
of years, we often attend to the lapfe of 
time and life, and to the revolutions which 
thefe are ever effeding. In this medita- 
tion, one of the firft refledions which 
ihould occur is, how much we owe to that 
God who hath hitherto helped us ; who 
bath brought us on fo iar ia lifej hath 
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SERM. guide*! us throygh the flippery paths of 
V ,J^_- youth, and now enables us to flouriOi in 
the ftrength of manhood. Lodk back, my 
friends, to thofe who ftarted along with 
yourfelves in the race of life. Think, haw 
many of them have fallen around you. 
Obferve how many blank fpaces you can 
number in the catalogue of thofe who were 
once your companions. If, in the midll 
of fo much devaftation, you have been 
preferved and blefled ; confider feriouily 
what returns you owe to the goodnefs of 
Heaven. Inquire whether your condufl; 
has correfponded to thefe obligations ; whe- 
ther, in public and in private, you have 
honoured, as became you, the God of your 
fathers ; and whether, amidft the unknown 
occurrences that are yet before you, you 
have ground to hope for the continued 
protedtion of the Almighty. 

Bring to mind the various revolution^ 
which you have beheld, in human affairs, 
fmce you became aiSora on this bufy 
theatre. Reflect on the changes which have 
taken place in men and manners, in opi- 
nions 
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nions and cuftoms, in private fortunes, and S E R M. 
in public conduit. By the obfervations ^_ , '^ 
you have made on thefe, and the experi- 
ence you have gained, have you improved 
proportionably in wifdora ? Have the 
changes of the world which you have wit- 
neffed, loofened all unreafonable attachment 
to it? Have they taught yqu this great 
leflbn, that, while tbefajhion of the world is 
ever pajing away^ only in God and in vir- 
tue, ftability is to be found ? Of great ufe, 
amidft the whirl of the world, are fuch 
pauies as thefe in life ; fuch refting places 
of thought and reflection ; whence we can 
calmly and deliberately look back on the 
paft, and anticipate the future. 

To the future, we are often calling an 
eager eye, and fondly ftoring it, in cur 
imagination, with many a pleafing fcene. 
But if we would look to it, like wife men, 
let it be under the perfuafion that it is 
nearly to referable the paft, in bringing 
forward a mixture of alternate hopes and 
fears, of griefa and joys. In order to be 

Vol. III. G pre- 
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S E R M. prepared for whatever it may bring, let us 
V -^ ._ r cultivate that manly fortitude of mind, 
which, fupported by a pious truft in God, 
will enable us to encounter properly the 
viciffltudes of our ftate. No quality is 
more neceflary than this, to them who are 
pafling through that ftormy feafon of life 
of which we now treat. Softnefs and ef- 
feminacy, let them leave to the young and 
unexperienced, who are anjufing themfelves 
■with florid profpeGs of blifs. But to thofe 
who are now engaged in the middle of 
their courfe, who are fuppofed to be well 
acquainted with the world, and to know 
that they have to ftruggle in it >vlth va- 
rious hardfliips, firmnefs, vigour, and re- 
folution, are difpofitions more fuitable. 
They muft buckle on well this armour of 
the ihind, if they would iijTue forth into 
the conteft with any profped of fuccefs.— 
While we thus ftudy to correct the er- 
rors, and to provide againft the dangers, 
which are peculiar to this ftage of life, let 
us alfo, 

V. Lay 
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V. Lay foundation for comfort in old s E R M. 
age. That is a period which all expe£t and ,_ ^'n# 
hope to fee j and to which, amidft the toils 
of the world, men fometimes look for- 
ward, not without fatisfaftion, as to the 
period of retreat and reft. But let them not 
deceive themfelves. A joylefs and dreary 
feafon it will prove, if they arrive at it with 
an unimproved, or corrupted mind. For 
old age, as for every other thing, a certain 
preparation is requifite ; and that prepara- 
tion confifts chiefly in three particulars ; in 
the acquifition of knowledge, of friends, 
of virtue. There is an acquifition of an- 
other kind, of which it is altogether needlefs 
for me to give any recommendation, that of 
riches. But though this, by many, will be 
elleemed a more material acquifition than all 
the three I have named, it may be con- 
fidently pronounced, that, without thefc 
other lequifites, all the wealth we can lay up 
in ftore will prove; infiifficient for making 
our latter days pafs fmoothly away. 

Firft, He who wiflies to render his old 

age comfortable, fhouM ftudy betimes to 

G 2 enlarge 
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s E R M. enlarge and improve his mind ; and by 
\_^-,jL^r thought and inquiry, by reading and re- 
fle£ling, to acquire a tafte for ufeful know- 
ledge. This will provide for him a great 
and noble entertainment, when other en- 
tertainments leave him. If he bring into 
the folitary retreat of age a vacant, unin- 
formed mind, where no knowledge dawns, 
^^ where no ideas rife, which has nothing to 
feed upon within Itfelf, many a heavy and 
comfortlefs day he muft necefTarily pafs.— 
Next, When a man declines into the vale 
of years, he depends more on the aid of 
his friends, than in any other period of his 
life. Then is the time, when he would 
efpecially wifli to find himfelf furrounded 
by fome who love and refpedt him ; who 
will bear with his infirmities, relieve him 
of his labours, and chear him with th^tr 
fociety. Let him, therefore, now, in the 
fummer of his days, while yet aftive and 
flourifhing, by adts of feafonable kindnefs 
and beneficence enfure that love, and by 
upright and honourable conduit lay foun- 
dation for that relpe^t, which in old age 
he 
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he would wifli to enjoy.— In the Jaft place, s E R M. 
Let him confider a good confcience, peace ,_ , -^ r^ 
with God, and the hope of heaven, as the 
moft eSe^ual confolations he can po^efs, 
■when the e-vU days fhall come, wherein, 
otherwife, he is hkely to find Httle plea- 
fure. It is not merely by tranfient afta 
of devotion that fiich confolations arc to be 
provided. Thercgulfr tenorofavirtuousand 
pious life, fpent in the faithful difcharge of 
all the duties of our ftation, will prQve the 
bed preparation for old age, for deatli, and 
for immortality. 

Among the meafures thus taken for the 
latter fcenes of life, let me admonifli every 
one not to forget to put his worldly affairs 
in order, in due time. This is a duty 
which he owes to his charafter, to his fa- 
mily, or to thofe, whoever they be, that 
are to fucceed him ; but a duty too often 
unwifely delayed, from a'childifli averfion 
to entertain any thoughts of quitting the 
•world. Let him not truft nibch to what 
he will do in his old age. Sufficient for 
G 3 that 
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s E R M. that day, if he ihall live to fee it ' -will .be 

]V 

-.. ^ J the burden thereof. It has been remark- 
ed, that as men advance in years, they 
care lefs to think of death. Perhaps it oc- 
curs oftener to the thoughts of .the yoiing, 
than of the old. Feeblenefs of fpirit ren- 
ders melancholy ideas more opprefllve ; 
and after having been fo long accuftomed 
and inured to the world, men bear worfe 
with any thing which reminds them that 
they ipuft foon part with it. — However, 
as to part with it is the doom of all, let 
us take meafures betimes for going off the 
ftage, when it ftialt be our turn to with- 
draw, with decency and propriety j leaving 
nothing unfulfilled which it is expedient 
to have done before we die. To live long, 
ought not to be our favourite wifli, fo 
'much as tp live well. By continuing too 
long on earth, we might only live to wit- 
nefs a greater number of melancholy fcenes, 
and to expofe ourfelves to a wider compafs 
of human woe. He who has ferved his 
generation faithfully in the world, has duly 
Ifonoured Qpd, and been beneficent and 
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ufeful to mankind ; he who in his life has S E R M. 
been refpedled and beloved ; whofe death ^_. ^' . _, 
is accompanied with the fincere regret of 
all who knew him, and whofe memory is 
honoured j that man has fufficiently fulfilled 
his courfe, whether it was appointed by Pro- 
vidence to be long or fhort. For honourable 
age II not that which ^andeth in length of 
timet f^of" ''&*'' which is meafured by number 
of years j but wifdom is the gray hair to 
nion ; and an unfpotted life is old age *. 

• Wifdom, JT. 8, 9. 
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SERMON V. 

On Death. 



EtfCLESIASTES, XU. J. 

— ^ Man goetb to his long home^ and the 
mourners go about tbe_flreets. 

THIS IS a fight which inceflantly pre- 
fents itfelf. Our eyes are fo much 
accullomed to ir, that it hardly makes any 
imprefiion. Throughout every feafon of 
the year, and during the courfe of almoft 
every day, the funerals which pafs along 
the ftreets fhow us man going to his long 
home. Were death a rare and uncommoa 
object ; were it only once in the courfe of 
a man's life, that he beheld one of his fel- 
low- greatiires carried to the grave, a folema 
awe 
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awe would fill him ; he would flop fliort in, s E R M. 
the midft of his pleafures; he would even ^ ■ ' f 
be chilled with fecret horror. Such impref- 
fions, however, would prove unfuitable to 
the nature of our prefent ftate. When they 
became fo ftrong as to render men unfit iot 
the ordinary bufiriefs of life, they would in 
a great meafure defeat the intention of our 
being placed in this world. It is better 
ordered by the wifdom of Providence, that 
they (hould be weakened by the frequency ' 

of their recurrence j and fo tempered by 
the mixture of other pailions, as to allow 
us to go on freely in a<aing our parts on 
earth. 

Yet, familiar as death is now become, it 
is undoubtedly fit, that by an event of fo 
important a nature, fome impreifion fhould 
be made upon our minds. It ought not to 
pafs over, as one of thofe common incidents 
which are beheld without concern, and 
awaken no refledion. There are many things 
which the funerals of our fellow-creatures 
are calculated to teach ; and happy it were 
for the gay and diflipated, if they would 
liften 
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SERM. Eften more frequently to the inftrudions 
^^ ^1 _^ of fo awful a monitor. In the context, the 
wife man had defcrlbed, under a variety of 
images fuited to the eaftern ftyle, the grow- 
ing infirmities of old age, until they arrive 
at that period which concludes them all ; 
.when, as he beautifully expreifes it, the 
Jilver cord being loofened^ and the golden bowl 
broken^ the pitcher being broken at the foun" 
tai/jf and the wheel at the cifierny man goetb 
to hh long hpme^ and the rnourners go about 
ihejlreets. In difcourfmg from tl^efe words, 
it is not my purpofe to treat, at prefent, of 
the inftruftions to be drawn from the 
profpcfl: of our own death. I am to 
confine myfelf to the death of others j to 
confider death as one of the moft frequent 
and confiderable events that happen in 
the courfe of human affairs j and to fhow 
in what manner we ought to be affefted, 
firft, by' the death of ftrangers, or indif- 
ferent perfons ; fecondly, by the death 
of friends; and thirdly, by the death of 
enemies. 

I. By 
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I. By the death of indifferent perfons ; 
if any can be called indifferent, to whom 
we are fo nearly allied as brethren by na- 
ture, and brethren in mortality. When 
we obferve the funerals that pafs along the 
ftreets, or when we walk among the mo- 
numents of death, the firft thiog that na- 
turally ftrikes us is the tindiftinguifliing 
blow, with which that common enemy 
levels all. We behold a great promifcuous 
multitude all carried to the fame abode ; 
all lodged in the fame dark and filent man- 
fions. There, mingle perfons of every age 
and charafter, of every rank and condition 
in life ; the young and the old, the poor 
and the rich, the gay and the grave, the 
renowned and the ignoble. A few weeks 
ago, moft of thofe whom we have feen car- 
ried to the grave, walked about as we do 
now on the -earth ; enjoyed their friends, 
beheld the light of the fun, and were form- 
ing defigns for future days. Perhaps, it is 
not long fince they were engaged in fccnes 
of high feftivity. For them, perhaps, the 
cheerful company affembled ; and in the 
midft of the circle they flione with gay and 
pleaiiQg 
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S E R M. pleafing vivacity. But now — to them, all is 
. , ^' ■ finally clofed. To them, no more Ihall the 
feafpns return, or the fun arife. No more (hall 
they hear the voice of mirth, or behold the 
face of man. They are fwept from the 
univerfe, as though they had never been. 
They are carried away as wUb ajlood: 'The 
•wind has pajfed over tbem^ and they are gone. 

"When we contemplate this defolation of 
the human race; this final termination of 
fo many hopes ; this filence that now reigns 
among thofe, who, a little while ago, were 
fo bufy, or io gay ; who can avoid being 
touched with fenfations at once awful and 
tender ? What heart but then warms with 
the glow of humanity ? In whofe eye does 
not the tear gather, on revolving the fate of 
■ paffing and fiiort-lived man? Such fenfa- 
tions are fo congenial to human nature, that 
they are attended with a certain kind of 
forrowful pleafure. Even voluptuaries them- 
felves fometimes indulge a tafte for fune- 
real melancholy. After the feftive aflembly 
is difmifled, they chufe to walk retired in 
the fliady grbve, and to contemplate the ve- 
nerable fepulchres of their anceftors. This 
melancholy 
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melancholy pleafure arifes from two differ- S E R M. 
ent foitiments meeting at the fame time in • , _ , -^^- ^ 
the breaft ; a fympathetic fenfe of the fliort- 
nefs and vanity of life, aAd a perfuation 
that fomething exifts after death ; fenti- 
ments, which unite at the view of the bonfe 
appointed for all living. A tomb, it has 
been juftly faid, is a monument fituated ori 
the confines of both worlds. It, at once, 
prefents to us the termination of the inquie- 
tudes of life, and fets before us the image 
of eternal reft. There, in the elegant ex- 
preffions of Jdb, ibe voicked ceafefrom trou- 
bling; and there the weary be at reft.. There 
theprifoners reft together ; they hear not the 
voice of the oppreffor.. Thefmall and the great 
art tberfi ; and the fervant is free from his 
mqftcr. It is very remarkable, that in all 
languages, and among all nations, death 
haa been'defcribed in a ftyle of this kind ; 
expre0ed by figures of fpeech, wbich con- 
vey cToy where the fame idea of reft, or 
fleep, or retreat from the evils of life. Such 
a ftyle peifeiSly agrees with the general be- 
lief of the foul's immortality j but afluredly 
4 . conveys 
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s E R M. conveys no high Idea of the boaftcd plea- 
^ ' , _, fures of the world. It fliows how mucK 
all mankind have felt this hfe to be a fcene 
of trouble and care ; and have agreed la 
opinion, that perfetS reft is to be expei^ed 
only in theigrave. 

There, fays Job, are the fmall and the 
great. There, the poor man lays down at 
iaft the burden of his wearifome life. No ' 
more-ihall he groan under the load of po- 
verty and toil. No more fhall he hear the 
infolent calls of the mafter, from whom he 
received his fcanty wages. No more fhall 
he be raifed from needful ilumber on his 
bed of ftraw, nor be hurried away from 
his homely meal, to undergo the repeated 
labours of the day. While his humble grave 
is preparing, and a few poor and decayed 
neighbours are carrying him thither, it is 
good for us to think, that this man too was 
our brother; that for him the aged and 
deftitute wife, and the needy children now 
weep ; that, neglected as he was by the 
world, he poflefled perhaps both a found 
underftanding, and a worthy heart ; and is 
6 now 
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now carried by angels to reft in Abraham's S E R m. 
bofom. — At no great diftance from him, the ^ 
grave is opened to receive the rich and proud - 
man. For, as it is faid with emphalls ia 
the parable, the rich man alfo died^ andijoas 
buried *. He alfo died. His rlchfes prevent- 
ed not his fharing tbe fame fa^e with the 
poor man; perhaps, through. luxury, they 
accelerated his doom. Then, indeed, the 
mourners go about thejireets ; and while, in 
all the pomp and magnificence of woe, nis 
funeral is prepared, his heirs, in the mean 
time, impatient to examine his will, are 
looking on one another with jealous eyes, 
and already beginning to quarrel about the 

divifion of his fubftance. ^One day, we 

fee carried along the coffin of the fmiling 
infant ; the flower juft nipped as it began to 
bloiTom in the parents viewj and the next 
day, we behold the young man, or young" 
woman, of blooming form and promifing 
hopes, laid in an untimely grave. While 
the funeral is attended by a numerous, un- 

• Luke, xvi. m, 

concerned 
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SERM. concerned company, who are difcourfing 
\, . ^'^ to one another about the news of the day, 
or the ordinary affairs of life, let our 
thoughts rather follow to the houfe of 
mourning, and reprefent to themfelves what 
is going on there. There, we fhould fee a 
dtfconfolate family, fitting in filent grief, 
thinking of the fad breach that is made in 
their Httle fociety ; and, with tears In their 
eyes, looking to the chamber that Is now 
left vacant, and to every memorial that 
prefents itfelf of their departed friend. By 
fuch attention to the woes of others, the 
felfifh hardnefs of our hearts will be gra- 
dually foftened, and melted down into 
humamty. 

Another day, we follow to the grave one 
who, in old age, and after a long career 
of' life, has in full maturity funk at laft 
into reft. As we are going along to the 
manfion of the dead, it is natural, for us to 
think, and to difcourfe, of all the changes 
which fuch a perfon has feen during the 
■courfe of his life. He has palTed, it is 
likely, through varieties of fortune. He 
has 
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has eisperienced profperity, and adverfity. SERM. 
He ha$ fcea families and kindreds rife and t_ ^' ,j 
fall. He h&s feen peace and war fucceed- 
ing in their turns ; the face of his country 
undergoing many alterations j and the very- 
city in which he dwelt riftng, in a manner^ 
new tiround him. Aft^r all he has be^ 
held, his eyes are now clofed for ever. 
He was becoming a ftranger in the midft 
of a new fucceffion of men. A race who 
^aew him not, had arifen to fill the earth* 
Thos pa^s the world away. Throughout 
all ranks and conditions, one gexa-at'tiM paff^ 
etby and another generation cometb ; and this 
great inn is by turns eracaated^ and re- 
pleniQied, by troops of fucceeding {ulgrims^ 
O vain and inconftant world ! O fleet- 
ing and tranfient life ! When will the fens 
of men learn to think of thee, as they 
ought ? When will they learn humanity 
from the afflidions of their brethren ; or 
moderation and wifdom, from the fenfe of 

their own fugitive ftate ? But, now to 

come nearer to ourfelves, let us, 

Vol. III. H IL Con- 
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SERM. n. Consider the death of odr friefldi^ 
■t,i.-.v.-^ Want of refleilion, or the long habits, ei- 
ther of a very bufy, or a very diffipated -life, 
may have rendered men infenfible to all 
fuch objet^s ^ I have now defcrib^d. The 
.llranger, and the unknown, fall lUterly 
■unnoticed at their (ide. Life proceeds with 
■them in its ufual train, without being af- 
fefted by -events in which they take no 
perfonal concern. But the dilTolfition c£ 
-thofe ties which had long bound men toge- 
ther, in intimate and familiar union, ^vcs 
a painful fhock to every heart. Wh«i a 
family, who, for years, had been living in 
-comfort and peace, are fuddenly ftiattered 
•by fome of their moft beloved or refpefted 
members being torn from them ; when 
the hufband or the fpoufe are feparated for 
ever from the companion who, amidft every 
viciflitude of. fortune, folaced their life; 
who had fliared all their joys, and partici- 
pated in all their forrows ; when the weep- 
ing, parent is folding in his arms the dying 
child whom he tenderly loved ; when he 
is giving his laft blefling, receiving the 
laft ■ 



DiailizodbvCoOglc 



On Death. 99 

laft fond adieu, looking for the laft time S fe R M. 
on that countenance, now wafting and y , -^-'-i.y 
faded, which he had once beheld With much 
delight ; then is the time, when the heart 
is made to drink all the bitternefs of hu- 
man woe. — But I feek not to wound your 
feelings by dwelling on thefe fad defcrip- 
tion3. Let U8 rather turn our thoughts to 
the manner in which fuch events ought to 
be received and improved, fmce happen 
they muft in the life of man. 

Then, indeed, is the time to weep. Let 
not a falfe idea of fortitude, or miftaten 
conceptions of religious duty, be employed 
to reftrain the burfting emotion. Let the 
heart feek its relief, in the free effufion of , 

juft and natural forrow. It is becoming in 
every oiie to Ihow, on fuch occafions, that 
he feels, as a man ought to feel. At the 
iaine time, let moderation temper the grief 
of a good man ,and a Chriilian. He muft 
not forrow like tbofe who have no hope. As 
high elation of fpirits befits not the joys, ■ 
fo continued and overwhelming dejeftion 
fuits not the griefs of this tranfitory world. 
\' Ha Grief, 
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s E R M. Grief, when it goes beyond certab bounds, 
■ _ -_i'ii „f becomes unmanly ; when it lafts beyond ft 
. certain time, becomes unfeafonable. Let 
him not reject the alleviation which time 
brings to all the wounds of the heart, but 
fuffer exceiEve. grief to fubfide, by degrees, 
into a tender and affeftionate remem^ 
brance. Let bim confider, that it is in the 
power of Providence to raife him up othe? 
comforts in the place of diofe he has loft. 
Or, if his mind, at ptefent, reje^ the 
thoughts of fuch confolation, let it turn 
for relief to the profpe£l of a future meet- 
ing in a happier world. This is indeed 
the cbief foother of afflitfkion ; the tnoft 
- powerful balm of the bleeding heart. It 

affifts us to view death, as no more than 
*. a temporary fepafation of friends. They 

"whom we have loved ftill live, though not 
pi-efent to us. They are only removed in- 
to a. different manfion in the houfe of the 
common Father. The toils of their pil- 
grimage are finilhed ; and they are gone 
to the land of reft and peace. They are 
gone from this dark and troubled world, 
4 ** 
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to jcaa the great affembly of the juft ; and S E R M* 
to dwell in the midft t^ eveiiafting light, l. ,'. t 
In due time we hope to be aflbciated with 
them in thefe blllsful habitations. Until 
this feaTon of re-union arrive, no principle 
of religion discourages our holding corre- 
spondence of affisdion with them b7 meant 
pf &ith and hope. 

Meanwhile, let us refpeft the virtues, 
and cherifh the memory, of the deceafed. 
Xiet their little failings be now forgotten. 
Let us dwell on what was amiable in their 
chsra^er, imitate their worth, and trace 
their fteps. By this means, the remem- 
brance of thofe whom we loved fhall be- 
come ufeful and improving to u«, as weli 
as facred and dear ; if we accuftom our- 
felves to confider them as ftiU fpeaking, 
' and exhorting us to all that is good ; if, 
in fituations where our virtue is tried, we 
call up their refpeded idea to view, and, 
as placed in their prefence, think of the 
part which we could ad: before them with- 
out a bluih. 

H 3 . More- 
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s E R M. Moreover, ■■ let the . remembrance of the 
*__^^ friends whom we have loft, ftrengthen our 
aifedion to thofc that remain. The nar- 
rower the circle becomes of thofe we love, 
let us draw the clofer together. Let the 
heart that has been foftened by forrow, mel- 
low into gentlenefs and kindnefs j make libe- 
ral allowance for the weaknefTes of others j 
and diveft itfelf of the little prejudices that 
may have formerly prepoffefled it againft 
them. The greater havock that death has 
made among our friends on earth, let us 
cultivate connedlion more with God, and 
heaven, and virtue. Let thofe noble views 
which man's immortal cliarafter affords, fill 
and exalt bur minds. ' Palfengers only 
through this fublunary region, let our 
thoughts often afcend to that divine country, 
■ which we are taught to confider as the na- 
tive feat of the foul. There, we form con- 
< ne<Sions that are never broken. There, we 

meet with friends who never die. Among 
celeftial things there is firm and lafting 
conftancy, while all that is on earth changes 
and pafles away.— -Such are fome of the 
fruita 
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ftuits we fhould reap from the^ tender feel- S E R M. . 
ings excited by the death of friends. But i_,.-^-,.^ 
they are not only our friends who die; 
Our enemies alfo muft go to their long 
home. Let us, therefore, 

III.. Consider how we ought to be af- 
fected, when they from whom fufpicions 
have alienated, or rivalry has divided us j 
they with whom we have long contended, 
or by whom we imagine ourfelves to have 
fuffered wrong, are laid, or about to be 
laid, in the grave. How inconfiderable 
then appear thofe broils in which we had 
been long involved, thofe contefts and 
feuds which we thought were to laft for 
ever ? The awful moment that now ter- 
minates them, makes us feel their vanity. ' 
If there be a fparfc of humanity left in the 
breaft, the remembrance of our common , 

fate then awakens It. Is there a man who', 
if he were admitted to ftand by the death- 
bed of his bittereft enemy, and beheld him 
enduring that coiiflidl which human na- 
jure muft fuffer at the laft, >vould not bp 
H 4 inclined 
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iacTined to ftretcfa fortji the hand of friend- 
ihip, to utter the voice of forgivenefa, and 
to wiih for peifcA reconciliation vith him 
before he left the world? Who is there 
that, when he beholds the remains of fais 
adverfary depolltcd in the duft, feels not, 
in that moment, fomc relentings at the re- 
membrance of thofe pad animofities which 
mutually, embittered their life ?• — " There 
" lies the man with whom I contended fo 
** long, filent and mute for ever. He is 
*' fallen ; and I am about to follow him. 
*' How poor is the advantage which I now 
** enjoy ? Where are the fruits of all our 
" contefts ? In a fhorj: time we fliaH be 
*' laid together j and no remembrance re- 
*' main of either of us, under the fun. 
*' How many miflakes may there have 
" been between ub ? Had not he his vir- 
" tues and good qualities, as well as I ? 
" When we ihall both appear before the 
" judgment-feat of God, fhall I be found 
" innocent, and free of blame, for all the 

** enmity I have borne to him ?" My 

friends, let the anticipation of fuch fenti- 
- ments 
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ments ferve now to corred the inveteracy s e r M. 
of prejudice, to cod die heat of anger, to ^ , , ^ , '^ ^ 
allay the ficrcenefs of rcfenlment. How 
unnatural is it For animofities fo iafting to 
pofffefs the hearts of mortal men, that no- 
thing can extinguifh them, but the cold 
hand of death ? Is there not a fufficient 
proportion of evils in the fhort Jpan of 
human life, that we feefc to increafe their 
number, by rufhing into unneceffary con- 
tcfts with one another ? When a few funs 
more have rolled over our Heads, friends 
and foes ihall have retreated together ; and 
their love and their hatred be equally bu- 
ried. Let our few days, then, be fpent in . 
peace. While we are all journeying on- 
wards to death, let us rather bear one an- 
other's burdens, than harafs one another by 
the way. Let us fmooth and cheer the 
road as much as we can, rather than fill 
the valley of oin: pilgrimage with the 
hateful monuments of our contention 
^d ftrjfe. 

Thus 
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SERM. Thus I have fet before you feme of 
, , _ ' _r thofe meditations which are naturally fug- 
gefted by the prevalence of death around 
us ; by the death of ftrangers, of friends, 
and of enemies. Becaufe topics of this na- 
ture are obvious, let it not be thought that 
they are without ufe. They require to be 
recalled, repeated, and enforced. Moral 
and religious inftrutflion derives its efficac)', 
not fo much from what men are taught to 
know, as from what they are brought to 
feel. It is not the dormant knowledge of 
any truths, but the vivid impreffion of 
them, which has influence on practice. 
Neither let it be thought, that fuch medita- 
tions are unfeafpnableintrufionB upon thofe 
who are living in health, in affluence, and 
eafe. There is no hazard of their making 
•too deep oc painful an impreffion. The 
gloom which they occafion is tranfient ; and 
will foon, too foon, it is probable, be dif- 
pelled hy the fucceeding affairs and plea- 
fures of the world. To wifdom it cerr 
tainly belongs, that men fiiould be impreOed 
with 
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With juft views of their nature, and their s E R M. 
ftate : and the pleafures of life will always ^ ^-Z -^j 
be enjoyed to rooft advaiftaige whea they are 
tempered with fetious thought. There is 
a time to moum^ as well as a time to rejoict. 
There is a virtuous forrow^ which it better 
than laughter. There is 2.fadnefs of the coun- 
tenance^ by which the heart is made better. 
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SERMON VI. 

On the Progress of Vice 



I Corinthians, xv. 33. 
£e not deceived: Evil comTnunlcatiotis corrupt 



s E R M. npHOUGH human nature be now fallen 
i_^tf-w_f -^ from its original honour, feveral good 
principles lUU remain in the hearts of men. 
There are few, if any, on whofe minds the 
reverence for a Supreme Being continues 
not, in fome degree, imprefled. In every 
breaft, fome benevolent affedions are found ; 
and confcience ftill, retains a fenfe of the 
diftindlion between moral good and evil. 
Thefe principles of virtue are always fuf- 
ceptible of improvement j and, in favour- 
able 
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aUe fituationSi might h^ve a happy in- serm. 
flueace on praftice. But fuch is the frail- ^^. ^ _j 
tj of our naturCj and (o numeroua are the 
temptations to evil, that they are in perpe- 
tual hazard oi being either totally eifaced, 
or fo far weakened as to produce no efie^ 
on condoft' They are good feeds c^^nal- 
ly fown in the heart j but which require 
' culture, ia curder to make them life to an^ji 
maturity. If left without afiiftance, they 
are likely to be ilifled by that profufion of 
noxious weeda which the £bil fends forth 
around them. 

Among th# numerous caufes which in- 
troduce corruption into .the heart, and ac- 
celerate its growth, none is more unhaj^ily 
powerful than that which is pointed out ia 
the text, under the defcription of evil com- 
munications; that is, the contagion which is 
difiufed by bad examples, and heightened 
by particular connexions with perfons. of 
loofe principles, or diflolute morals. This» 
in a Hcentious ftate of fociety, is the moil 
common fource of thofe vices and diforders 
which fb much abound ii> great cities; 
and 
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s E R M. and often proves, in a particular manner, £i- 
t„. -^ '._, tal to the young ; even to them whofe be- 
ginnings were once aufplcious and promi- 
fing. It may thepefore be an ufeful em- 
ployment of attention, to trace the progrefs 
of this principle of corruption ; to examine 
the means by which evil communications gra- 
dually undermine, arid at -laft deftroy good 
manners-^ or (which here is the proper fig- 
nification of the original word) good morals. 
It is indeed dlfagreeable to contemplate hu- 
man nature, in this downward courfe of its 
progrefs. But it is always profitable ta 
know our own infirnilties and dangers. 
The confideration of them will lead me to 
fuggeft fome of the means proper to be 
ufed, for preventing the mifchiefs arifmg 
from evil communications. 

Agreeably to what I obferved of cer- 
tain virtuous principles being inherent in' 
human nature, there are few but who fet 
out at firft on the world with good difpofi- 
tions. The warmth which belongs to youth 
naturally exerts itfelf in generous feelings, 
and 
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and fentimehts of hoiiour ; in ftrong at- ' 
tacbment to friends^ and' the other emo> , 
tidns of a kind and tender heart. Almofl; 
all the plans with which perfons who have 
been liberally educated begin the world, are 
conneded with honourable views. At that 
period, they repudiate whatever is mean 
»r bafe. It is pleafing to them to think, of 
commanding the efteem of thofe among 
whom they live, and of acquiring a name 
' among men. Bilt alas [ how foon does this 
flattering profpe£t begin to be overcaft! 
Defires pf pleafure" ufher in temptation, and 
forward the growth of diforderly paflions. 
Minifters of vice are fqldom wanting to en- 
courage, and flatter, the paflions of the 
young. Inferiors ftudy to creep into fa- 
vour, by fervile obfequioufnefs to all their 
defires and humours. Glad to 6nd any 
apology for the indulgences of which they 
are fond, the young too readily liften to the 
voice of thofe who fuggeft to them,, that 
ftriit notions of religion, order, and vir- 
tue, are old-'falhioned and illiberal; that 
the reftraints which they impofe are only 
2 ■ fit 
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s E R If. fit to be prefcribed to thofe who are in the 
\ ^-^ '._ } firft ftage of pupillage ; or to be preached 
to the vulgar, who ought to be kept within 
- the clofeft bounds of regularity and fiibjec- 
tion. But the goodnefs of their hearts, it 
is infmuated to them, and the liberality of 
their views, will fully juftify their emancipat- 
ing themfelves, in fome degree, from the ri- 
gid difcipline of parents and teachers. 

Soothing as fuch infmuations are to the 
youthful and inconfiderate, their firft fieps, 
however, in vice, are cautious and timid, 
and occafionally checked by remorfc. ■ As 
they begin to mingle more in the world, 
and emerge into the circles of gaiety and 
pleafure, findiixg thefe loore ideas- counte- 
nanced by too general pradlice, they gra- 
dually become bolder in the liberties they 
take. If they have been bred to bufinefs, 
they begin to tire of induftry, and look 
with contempt on the plodding race of citi- 
zens. If they be of fuperior rank, they 
think It becomes them to refemble their 
equaU ; to afiume that freedom of beha- 
viour, that air of forwardncfe, that tone of 
diffipation, 
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diflipation, that eafy negligence of thofe SERM. 
with whom they converfe, which appear \_ ^' , t 
fafhionable in high life. If afHuence of 
fortune unhappily concur to favour their 
inclinations, amufements and diverfions 
fucceed in a perpetual round ; night and 
day are confounded ; gaming fills up their 
vacant intervals j they live wholly in public 
places ; they run into many degrees of ex- 
cefs, difagreeable even to themfelves, merely 
from weak complaifance, and the fear of 
being ridiculed by their loofe aflbciates. 
Among thefe affociates, the moft hardened 
and determined always take the lead. The 
reft follow them with implicit fubmiffion ; 
and make proficiency in the fchool ,of ini- 
quity, in exa£l proportion to the weakneia 
of their underftandings, and the ftrength. 
of their paflions. 

How many pafs away, after this manner, " 
fome of the moft valuable years of their 
life, toft in a whirlpool of what cannot be 
called pteafure, fo much as mere giddinefs 
and folly ? In the habits of perpetual con- 
ne<Sion with idle or licentious company. 

Vol. III. I all 
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SERM. all refledion is loft; while, circulated front 
Vu.-.-'. f one empty head, and one thoughtlefs heart, 
to another, folly flioots up into all its moft 
ridiculous forms ; promptp the extravagant, 
nnmeaning frolic in private ; or fallies forth 
in public into mad riot ; impelled fome- 
times by intoxication, fometimes by mere 
levity of fplrits. 

AH the while, amidft this whole courfe 
df juvenile infatuation, I readily admit, that 
much good-nature may ftill remain. Ge- 
nerofity and attachments may be found ; 
nay, fome awe of religion may ftill fubfift, 
and fome remains of thofe good impreflions 
which were made upon the mind in early 
days. It might yet be very poffible to re- 
claim fuch perfons, and to form them for 
ufefu! and refpeGable ftations in the world, 
if virtuous and improving fociety fliould 
happily fucceed to the place of that idle 
crew with whom they now aflTociate ; if 
important bufmefs ftioukj occur, to bring 
ihem into a different fphere of aflion ; or, 
if fome feafonable ftroke of afflliftion ftiould 
in mercy be fent, to recall them to them- 
felves, 
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felves, and to awaken ferious and manly, SERM. 
thought. But, if youth and vigour, and i_ ^ ' -„ f 
flowing fortune continue ; if a fimilar fuc- 
ceffion of companions go on to amufe them, 
to ingrofs their time, and to ftir up their 
paffions ; the day of ruin, — let them take 
heed, and beware I — the day of irrecoi'er- 
able ruin, begins to draw nigh. Fortune 
is fquandered ; health is broken ; friends 
are offended, affronted, eftrangcd ; aged 
parents, perhaps, fent afHidled and mourn- 
ing, to the duft. 

There are certain degrees of vice which 
are chiefiy ftamped with the character of 
the ridiculous, and the contemptible : and 
there are alfo certain limits, beyond which, 
if it pafs, it becomes odious and execra- 
ble. If, to other corruptions which the 
heart has already received, be added the 
infufion of fceptical principles, that worft 
of all the evil communications of finners, the 
whole of morals is then on the point of 
being overthrown. For, every crime can 
then be palliated to confcicnce; every check 
and reftraint which had hitherto remained, 
I 2 is 



_,.,i,z<,i:,., Google 



1 16 On the Progrefs of Vice. 

SERM. is taken away. He who, in the beginning 
t^ _^ ^ , of his courfe, foothed himfelf with the 
thought, that while he indulged his de- 
fires, he did hurt to no man } now, prefled 
by the neceffity of fupplying thofe wants 
into which his expenfive pleafures have 
brought him, goes on without remorfe to 
defraud, and to opprefs. The lover of plea- 
fure, now becomes hardened and cruel ; 
violates his truft, or betrays his friend j 
becomes a man of treachery, or a man of 
■blood J fatisfying, or at leaft endeavouring 
' all the while to fatisfy himfelf, that circum- 
ftances form his excufe ; that by neceffity 
he is impelled j and that, in gratifying the 
pafllons Vtrhich nature had implanted within 
him, he does no more than foUow nature. 

Miferable and deluded man \ to what 
art thoi) come at the laA ? Doft thou 
prejend to follow nature, when thou art 
contemning the laws of the God of nature f 
when thou art ftifling his voice within 
thee, which remonftrates againft thy crimes? 
when thou art violating the bell part of 
thy nature, by counteracting the dictates 
of 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



On the Progrefs of Vice. 

of juftice and humanity ? Doft thou fol- ■ 
low nature, when thou refidereft thyfelf an 
ufelefs animal on the earth ; and not ufe- 
lefs only, but noxious to the fociety to 
which thou belongeft, and to which thou 
art a difgrace ; noxious, by the bad ex- 
ample thou had ict ; noxious, by the crimes 
thou haft committed ; facrificing innocence 
to thy guilty pleafures, and introducing 
£hame arrd ruin into the habitations of 
peace j defrauding of their due the unfuf- 
picious who have trufted thee j involving 
in the ruins of thy fortune many a worthy 
£imily; reducing the induftrious and the 
aged to mifery and want ; by all which, if 
thou haft efcaped the deferved fword of 
juftice, thou haft at leaft brought on thyfelf 
the refentment, and the reproach, of all the 
refpeflable and the worthy.— Tremble then 
at the view of the gulph which is opening 
before thee. Look with horror at the pre- 
cipice, on the brink of which thou ftand- 
eft: and if yet a moment be \Sx for re- 
treat, think how thou mayeft . efcape, and 
be faved, 

I 3 This 
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This brings me to what I propofed as 
I the next head of difcourfe ; to fuggeft feme 
means that may be ufed for flopping in time 
the progrefs of fuch mifchiefs ; to point out 
fome remedies againft the fatal infe^ion of 
evil communications. 

The iirfl and mofl obvious is, to with- 
draw from all aiTociations with bad men, 
with perfons either of licentious principles, 
or of diforderly conduft.' I have fhownto 
what iflue fuch dangerous connei^iona are 
apt to bring men at laft. Nothing, thcre^ 
fore, is of more importance for the young, 
to whom I now chiefly addrefs myfelf, than 
to be careful in the ctioice of their friends 
and companions. This choice is too fre- 
quently made without much thought, or 
is determined by fome cafual connection j 
and yet, very often, the whole fate of their 
future life depends upon it. The circum- 
ftances which chiefly attract the liking and 
the friendftiip of youth, are vivacity, good 
humour, engaging manners, and a cheer- 
ful or eafy temper; qualities, I confefa, 
amiable 
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Smiable in themfelves, and ufeful and va- s E R M. 
luable in their place. But I intreat you to ^_.,^'._f 
retnetnber, that thefe are not all the quali- 
ties requifite to form an intimate compa- 
nion or friend. Something more is ftill to 
be looked forj a found underftanding, a 
fteady mind, a firm attachment to prin- 
ciple, to virtue, and honour. As only foHd 
bodies poUfli well, it is only on the fub- 
ftantial ground of thefe manly endowments, 
that the other amiable qualities can receive 
their proper luftre. Deftitute of thefe effen- 
tial requifites, they ihine with no more than 
a tinfel brilliancy. It may fparkle for a 
little, amidft a few circles of the frivolous, 
ami fuperficial ; but it impofes not on the 
(Kfcernment of the public. The world in 
general feldom, after a ihorl trial, judges 
amifs of the charadters of men. You may 
be affured, that its charafter of you will be 
formed by the company you frequent ; and 
how agreeable foevcr they may feem to be, 
if nothing is to be found among them but 
hollow qualities, and external accomplifli- 
I 4 -ments. 
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S E R M. ments, they foon fall dowti into the clafs, 

U.I., _i at teft, of the infignificant, perhaps of the 

worthlefs ; and you fink, of courfe, in the 

(pinion of the public, into the fame defpi- 

cable rank. 

Allow me to warn you, that the moft 
gay and pleafmg, are fometimes the moft 
infidious and dangerous companions; an 
admonition which refpefts both the fexes. 
Often they attach themfelves to you from 
interefted motives j and if any taint or fufpi- 
cion lie on their character, under the cover 
of your rank, your fortune, or your good 
reputation, they feek protection for them- 
felves. Look round you, then, with atten- 
tive eye, and weigh ' charaQ:ers well before 
you connect yourfelves too clofely with any 
who court your fociety. He that walketh 
with •wife menjhall be •wife; but a companion 
of fools fhall be dejlroyed. Wherefore, enter 
not thou into the counfel of the f corner. Walk 
not in the way with evil men ; avoid it ; pafs 
not by it J turnjrom it, and pafs away*. 



In 
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In order to prevent the influence of evH SERfc 
communications, it is farther aeedful, that i— v-- 
you fix to yourfelves certain principles of 
conduS, and be refolved and determined 
on no occafion to fwervefrom them. Set- 
ting the confideration of religion and vir- 
tue afide, and attending merely to intereft 
and reputation, it will be found, that he 
who enters on active life without having 
afcertained fome regular plan, according- to 
which h? is to guide himfelf, will be un- 
■ profperous in the whole of his fubfequent 
progrefs. But when conduit is viewed in 
a moral and religious light, the efTeO: of 
having fixed no principles of adlion; of 
having formed no laudable ftandard of 
character, becomes more obvioufly fatal. 
For hence it is, that the young and thought- 
lefs imbibe fo readily the poifon of evil 
communications, and fall a prey to every fe- 
ducer. They have no internal guide whom 
they are accuftomed to follow and obey ; no- 
-thing within themfelves, that can give firm- 
nefs to their conduft. They are of courfe 
the vi^ims of momentary inclination or 
caprice ; 
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■ caprice; religious and good by ftarts, 
, when, during the abfence of temptation 
and tempters, the virtuous principle ftirs 
within them ; but never long the fame j 
changing and fluduating according to the 
palTion that chances to rife, or the inftiga- 
tion of thofe, with whom they have con- 
neded themfelves. They are failing on a 
dangerous fea, which abounds with roots ; 
without compafs, by which to direct theit 
courfe ; or helm, by which to guide the vet 
4e!. Whereafi, if they afted on a fyftem, 
if their behaviour made it appear that they 
were determined to conduft themfdvea by 
certain rules and principles, not only would 
they efcape innumerable dangers, but they 
would command refpe£t from the licentiouB 
themfelves. Evil doers would ceafe to lay 
their fnares for one whom they faw moving 
above them, in a higher fphere, and with 
.a more fteady courfe. 

As a farther correftiye of evil communi- 
cationsy and as a foundation to thofe prin- 
ciples which you lay down for conduct, 
let 
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let me advife you fometimes to think fe- SERM. 
rioully, of what conftituies real enjoyment ■^ . \' ^/ 
and happinefs. Your days cannot be en- 
tirely fpeot in company and picafurt. 
How clofely foever you are furrounded and , 
befieged by evil companions, there muft 
be fome intervals, in which you are left by 
yourfelves ; When, after all the turbulence 
of amufement is over, your mind will na- 
turally affume a graver and more penfive 
caft, Thefe are precious intervals to you, 
if you knew their value. Seize that i'ober 
hour of retirement and filence. Indulge 
the meditations which then begin to rife. 
Caft your eye backwards on what is paft 
of your life j look forward to what is pro- 
bably to come. Think of the part you 
are now ading ; and of what remains to 
be aQed, perhaps to be fuffered, before you 
die. Then is the time to form your plans 
of happinefs, not merely for the next day, 
but for the general courfe of your life. 
Remember, that what is pleafing to you at 
twenty, will not be equally fo at forty or 
fifty years of age; and that what continues 
longeft 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



■J24 'Off the Progrefs of Vice. 

S E R M. iDngeil, pleafing, is always moft valuable. 

. J . Recoiled your own feelings in different 
fcenes of life. Inquire on what occafions 
you have felt the trueft fatisfaction ; whe- 
ther days of fobriety, and rational employ- 
ment, have not left behind them a more 
agreeable remembrance, than nights of li- 
centioufnefs and riot. Look round you on 
the world ; reflefl. on the different focie- 
ties which have fallen under your obfer- 
vation ; and think who among them ap- 
pear to enjoy life to moft advantage ; whe- 
ther they who, encircled by gay compa- 
nions, are conftantly fatiguing themfelves 
in queft of pleafure ; or they to whom plea- 
fore comes unfought, in the courfe of an 
a<9:ive, virtuous, and manly life. Compare 
together thefe two claffes of mankind, and 
aik your own hearts, to which of them 
you would chufe to belong. ' If, in a 
happy moment, the light of truth begin to 
break in upon you, refufe not admittance 
to the ray. If your hearts fecretly re- 
proach you i(St the wrong choice you have 
made, bethink yourfelves that the evil is 
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not irreparable. StiU theix is time for re- SERM. 
pentance and retreat ; and' a return to wif- t-v^ 
dom is always honourable. 

Were fuch meditations often indulged, 
the evil communications of fmners would die 
away before them ; the force of their poi- 
fon would evaporate ; the world would be- 
gin to afTume in your eyes a new form 
and ihape. Difdain not, in thefe folitary 
hours, to recolle£t what the wifeft have 
faid, and have written, concerning human 
happinefs, and human vanity. Treat not 
their opinions, as effufions merely of pee- 
viftinefs or difappointment : but believe 
them to be, what they truly are, the refult 
of long experience, and thorough acquaint- 
ance with the world. Confider that the 
feafon of youth is paffing faft away. It 
is time for you to be taking meafures for 
an eftablilhment in life ; nay, it were wife 
to be looking forward to a placid enjoy- 
ment of old age. That is a period you 
wifli to fee ; but how miferable when it 
arrives, if it yield you nothing but the 
dregs of life ; and prefent no retrofpefl, 
except 
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s E R M. except that of a thoughtlefs, and diflio- 
t,-^. ^j noured youth ! 

Let me once more advife you, to look 
forward fometimes beyond old age j to 
Jook to a future world. Amidft evil com- 
munications ^ let your belief, and your cha- 
racter as Chriftians, arife to your view. 
Think of the facred name in which you were 
baptized. Think of the God whom your 
fathers honoured and worfliipped ; of the 
religion in which they trained you up; of 
the venerable rites in which they brought 
you to partake. Their paternal cares have 
now ceafed. They have finiflied their 
earthly courfe : and the time is coming 
•when you muft follow them. You know 
that you are not to live always here ; and 
you furely do not believe that your exift- 
ence is to end with this life. Into what 
world then are you next to go? Whom 
will you meet with there ? Before whofe 
tribunal are you to appear ? What account 
will you be able to give of your prefcnt 
trifling and irregular conduit to him who 
made 
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made you? — Such thoughts may be treat- serm. 
cd as unfeafonaWe intrufions. But intrude i«.-y.l_i 
they fometimes will, whether you make 
them welcome or not. Better then to al- 
low them free reception when they come, 
and to confider fairly to what they lead. 
You have fcen perfons die ; at leaft, you 
have heard of your friends dying near you. 
Did it never enter into your minds, to 
think what their laft refledlions probably . 
were in their concluding moments ; or 
what your own, in fuch a fituation, would 
be ? What would be then your hopes and 
fears J what part you would then wifli to 
have afted j in what light your clofing 
eyes would then view this life, and this 
world ? 

Thefe are thoughts, my friends, too im- 
portant to be always excluded. Thefe are 
things too folemn and awful to be trifled 
with. They are fuperior to all the ridicule 
of fools. They come home to every man's 
bofom ; and are intitled to every man's 
higheft attention. Let lis regard them as 
becomes reafonable and mortal creatures ; 
I and 
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s E R M. and they will prove effeftual antidotes to 
x_.,^,j the evil communications of petulant fcofFers. 
When vice or folly arife to tempt us un- 
der flattering forms, let the ferious charafter 
which we bear as men come alfo forward to 
■view J and let the folemn admonitions, with 
which I conclude, found full in our ears : 
Myfon^ if Jinners entice thee^ cotifent thou 
not^ Came out from amongjl tbem^ and be 
feparate. Remember thy Creator in the days 
of thy youth. Fear the Lord^ and depart 
from evil. The way of life is above to the 
•wife ; and he that keepeth the commandment ^ 
ieepetb his own foul*. 

* Prov. i. 10.; z Coriacli. vi. i;.; Ecclcf. xii. i.; 
Frov. XV. 24. 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



S E R M O N Vn. 

On FojRTrTDDiE* 



■Psalm xxvii. 



Though an boJifoouM encamp againji me^ m^ 
heart Jhall not fear, 

THIS world is a region of dangef, in S E R R 
■frlnch perfe^ -fafety is poffeffed by (._J_, 
no niiin. Though we live in times of 
eftabli&ed tranquillity, when there is no 
ground to apprehend that an bojl ihal], in 
the literal fenfe, encainp againfi us; yet 
every man^ from one quarter or other, has 
fomewhat to dread. Riches often make to 
tbemfelves ivings^ andjiee msay. The 6rm- 
eft health may in a moment be shaken. 
The moft flonrlfhing family tnay unexpe£t- 
VoL..Iir. K. edly 
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s E R M. cdly be fcattered. The appearances of onr 
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fecurity are frequently deceitful. When 
our {ky feems moft fettled and ferene, in 
fome unobferved quarter gathers the little 
black cloud, in which the tempeft ferments, 
and prepares to difcltarge itfelf on our head. 
Such is the real fituation of man in this 
world ; and he who jQatters himfelf with aa 
oppofite ^ew of his ftate, only lives in the 
paradile of fools. 

In this fituation, no quality is more re- 
quilke than eonftancy, or fortitude of 
mind; i quality which the Pfalmiit ap- 
pears, from the fentitnent in the text, to 
have poflefled in an eminent degree. For- 
titude was juftly claffed by the ancient 
philofopherS) among the cardinal virtues. 
It is indeed e0eatial to the fupport of them 
all ; and is moft neceflary to be acquired 
by every one wh& wiflies to difcharge with 
fidelity the duties of bis ftation. It is the 
armour of the mind, which will fit him 
for encountering the trials, and furmount- 
ing the dangers, that are likely to occur in 
the coiufe of his life. It may be thought, 
perhaps. 
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perhaps, to be a quality, in fome meafure, serm. 
conftiiutional ; . dependent on firmnefs of ^ , ^\ j 
nenres, and flrength of fpirits. Though, 
partly, it is fo, yet experience fliows that 
it iDfty alfb be acquired by principle, and 
be ibrti6ed by reafon ; and it is only when 
thus acquired, and thus fortified, that it 
can be accounted to carry the chara£%er of 
virtue. Fortitude is oppofed, as all know, 
to timidity, irrefolution, a feeble and a 
wavering fpirit. It is placed, like other 
virtuics, in the middle between two ex- 
tremes ; Handing at an equal diflance from 
rafhne& on tfae one hand, and from puiil- 
lanimity. on the other. In difcourfing on 
this fubjed, I purpofe, 6rft, to fhow the 
importance of fortitude or conftancy ; next, 
to afcertMU the grounds on which it muft 
reft: ; and, laftly, to fugged fome confidera- 
tions for allifting the exercife of it. 

I. The high importance of fortitude will 
eafily appear, if we confider it as rcfpefl- 
ing either the happinefs of human life, or 
the proper difcharge of its duties. 

K a "VTithout 
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s E R M. Without fome degree of fortitude there 
y_ , ^ , '_f can be no happinefe ; becaufe, amidft the 
thoufand uncertainties of life, there can be , 
no enjoyment of tranquillity. The mart 
of feeble and timorous fpirit} lives under 
perpetual alarms. He forefees every diftant 
danger, and trembles. He explores the 
regions of poffibility, to difcover the dangers 
that may arife. Often he creates imaginary 
ones ; always maghifies thofe that are real. 
Hence, like a perfon haunted by fpe£lres, 
he lofes the free enjoyment even of a fafe 
and profperous Hate. On the iirft ihock <^ 
adverfity, he defpoids. Inftead of exerting ■ 
himfelf to lay hold on the refources that 
remain, he gives up all for loft j and re-: 
figns himfelf to abjeft and broken fpirits. 
— On the other hand, firmnefs of mind is 
the parent of tranquillity. It enables one 
to enjoy .the prefent without difturbance ; 
and to look calmly on dangers that ap- 
proach, or evils that threaten in future..' It 
fuggefts good hopes. It fuppUes refources* 
It allows a ipan to retain the full poffeffion 
of himfelf, in every fituation of fortune^ 
Lock 
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^oot into the heart of this man, and you S E R M. 
■will find compofqre, cheerfulnefs, and mag- \_ . -,i-'._; 
nanimity. Look into the heart of the other, 
and you will fee nothing but confufion, 
anxiety, and trepidation. The one is the 
caftlc built on a rock, which defies the attacks 
of furrounding waters. The other is' a hut 
placed on the Ihore, which every wind 
ihakes, and 'every wave overHows. 

If fortitude be thus efiential to the enjoy- 
ment of life, it is equally fo, to the proper 
difchai^ of all its moll important duties. 
He who is of a cowardly mind is, and 
muft be, a flave to the world. He fafliions 
his whole condu<^ according to its hopes 
and fears. He fmtles, and fawns, and be- 
trays, from abjeft confiderations of perfonal 
fafety. He is incapable of either conceiv- 
ing, or exccutiag, any great defign. He 
can neither ftand the clamour of the mul- 
titude, nor the frowns of the mighty. - The 
, wind of popular favoqr, or the threats of ' 
power, are fufiicient td ihake his moll 
determined purpofe. The world alwayts 
K 3 kriow§ 
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s E R M. knows where to find him. He may pretend 
\_, -,-Vj to have principles; but on every trying 
occafion, it will be feen, that his protended 
, principles bend to convenience and fafety. 
—The man of virtuous fortitude, again, 
follows the diftates of his heart, unembar- 
rafled by thofe reftraints which lie upon 
the timorous. Having once determined 
what is fit for him to do, no threatenings 
can Ihake, nor dangers appall him. He 
refts upon himfelf, fupported by a con- 
fcioufiiefs of inward dignity. I do not fay 
that this difpofition alone, will fecure him 
againft every vice. He may be lifted up 
with pride. He may be feduced by plea- 
fure. He may be hurried away by paJIion, 
But at leaft on one quarter, he will be iafe % 
by no abjed fears nililed into evil. 

Without this temper of mind, no man 
can be a.thorough Chriftian. For his pro- 
feflton, as fuch, requires him to -be fupe- 
rior to that Jear of man which bringeth a 
JHare ; enjoins him, for the fake of a good 
confcience, to encounter every danger; and 
to be prepared^ if called, ev^a to lay down 
his 
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his- Hfe in the caufe of reli^on and truth, s E R Kf. 
All who have been diftioguiOied as fer- <^ ^ ^^ 
vants of God, (MT bene&(^ors of men ; all 
who, in periloiu ficuatioiis, have i&td their 
' patt with fuch honour as to render their 
names illudnous through fucceeding ages, 
have been enunent for fortitude of mind. 
Of this we have one conipicuous example in 
the Apoftle Paul, whom it will be inftnic- 
tive for us to view in a remarkable occur-^ 
rence of his life. After having long aded 
as the apoftle of the Gentiles, his miflion 
called him to go to Jerufalem, where he 
knew that he was to encounter the utmoft 
violence of his enemies. Juft before he fet 
fail, he called together the elders of his 
favourite church at Ephefus, and in a pa- 
thetic fpeech, vrfiich does great honour to 
his , charader, gave them his laft farewel. 
Deeply affcded by their knowledge of the 
certain dangers to which he was expofing 
bimfelf, all the alTembly were filled with 
diftfefs, and melted into tears. The cir- 
cumftances were fuch, as might have con-- 
vcycd dejeftioa even into a refolute mind ; 
K. 4 and 
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SERM. and would have totally overwhelmed the 
i_. ^ ' ■ feeble, l^bey all wept fore, and fell on Pauts . 
neck^ and kijfed him ; Jorrowing tnoft of all 
for the words which bej^dke^ that theyjbould 
fee bis f^e no jnore.- What were then the 
fentiments, what was the language, of this 
great and good man ? Hear the wokIs 
which fpoke his firm and undaunted 
mind. ' Behold^ J go tpufid in the jpirity 
unto Jerufalem^ not knowing the things that 
fhall befall me there; fave that the Holy 
Ghofi witnejfeth in every, dty^ faying^ tbaf 
■honds and affli&ions' abide me. But none of 
tbefe things move me ; neither CQUnt I t^y lif( 
■dear unto my/elf, fo that I might finifb my 
CQurfi with joyy and ibe mini/lry which I 
bavp received of the Lard Jefus^ to teflify th^ 
gofpel of il)e. grace of God*. There was 
uttered the voice, there breathed the fpiritj 
of a brave, and a virtuous man. Such a man 
-knpws not yi'liat it is to ihrink from dan- 
ger, when confcience points out his path. 
In that path he is determined to walk ; iet 
■fhe confequences be what they will. TiU 

* A£b, XX. 22, 23, 24; 37, 38. 

Idie^ 
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JSe^ I wilt not remove my integrity from me* ^ y^*** 
My rigbteoufnefs I bold fafi,, and will not let ^^^■m> 
4tgo, My heart Jball not reproach mefo long 
'■as I live *. " For me, there is a part ap- 
" pointed to a£t. I go to perform it. My 
■*' duty I fhall do to-day. Let to-morrow 

** take thought for the things of itfelf.^' 

-Having thus ftiown the importance, I pro- 
■ceedj 

n. To (bow the proper foundations of 
conftancy and fortitude of mind. They 
- are principally two ; a good confcience, and 
truft in God. 

A corrupted and guilty man, can poffefs 
no true firmnefs of heart. He who, by 
' crooked paths, purfues dilhcnourable ends, 
' has many things to difmay him. He not 
only dreads the difappointment of his de- 
figns, by fome of thofe accidents to which 
all are expofed ; but he has alfo to dread 
the treachery of his confederates, the dlf- 
fovery and reproach of the world, and the 

• Job, ixyii. 5. 6, 
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5ERM. juft diipkafure of HeaTen. Hw fears he 
L--r^r^ is obliged to conceal ; but while he afllimcs 
the appcarante of intrepidity before the 
world, he trembles within himfelf; and 
the bold and fteady eye of integrity, fre- 
quently darts terror into his heart. There 
is, it is true» a fort of confUtutional cou* 
rage, which fometimes has rendered meti 
daring in the moft flagitious attempts. 
But this fool-hardinefs of the raih, this 
holdnefs of the ru£Ban, is altogether dif- 
ferent from real fortitude. It arifes merely 
from warmth of blood, from want of 
thought, and blindnefs to danger. As- it 
forms no charafter of value, fo it appears 
only in occalion^l fallies ; and never can be 
uniformly maintained. It requires adven* 
titious props to fupport it ; and in fomQ 
hour of trial, always fails. There can be 
no true courage, no regular perfevering 
condancy, but what is connected with 
principle, and founded on a confcioufnefa 
of re^itude of intention. This, and this 
only, ereOis that brazen wall which we can 
oppofe to every hoftile attack. It clothes 
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118 with an armour, on which fortune will serm. 
rpend its fhafts in v:dn. All is found ^ 
within. There is no weak place, where we 
particularly dread a blow. There is no 
occafion for falfe colours to be hung out. 
No difguife is needed to cover us. We 
would be fatiefied if all mankind could 
look into our hearts. What has he to 
fear, who not only'a£ts on a plan which 
his confcience approves, but who knows 
that every good man, nay, the whole un- 
bialTed world, if they could trace his in- 
tentions, would juftify and approve his 
conduct ? 

He knows, at the lame time, that he is 
a£ling under the immediate eye and pro* 
tedion of the Almighty. Behold my •witnefs 
is in heaven ; and my record it on high *. 
Here opens a new fource of fortitude to every 
virtuous man. The confcioufnefs of fuch 
an illuftrious fpe£lator, invigorates and, ani- 
mates him. He trufts, that the eternal lover 

* Job, xri, 19* 

of 
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SERM. of righteoufnefs not only beholds and 
i_, -• '_f approves, but will ftrengthen and affift; 
will not fuffer him to be unjuftly opprefled, 
and will reward hie conflancy in the end^ 
with glory, honour^ and immortality. A 
good confcience, thus fupported, befl:ows 
on the heart a much greater degree of iutre- 
pidity, than it could otherwife infpire. One 
who refts on an Almighty, though invifible, 
ProteGor, exerts his powers with double 
force ; a£ts with vigour not his own. Acr 
cordingly, it was from this principle of 
truft in God, that the Pfalmift derived that 
courage .and boldnefs, which he .expreffes 
in the text. He had faid immediately be- 
fore, 7h£ Lord is my light and myfalvation ; 
the Lord is tbejirengtb efmy life. The con- 
fequence which diredly follows is, of whom 
(ball I be afraid ? Tbougb an bq/ljbould en- . 
camp againjl me, my heart Jhall not fear. It 
remains, 

in. That I fuggeft a few confiderationa 
Tvhich may prove auxiliary to the exercife 

a of 
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of viftiloiis fortitude, in the midft of dan- SERM- 
gers. \ — r^ 

From what was juft now faid, it appears^ 
firft, that it is of high importance to every, 
one who wifhes to s£t his part with be-' 
coming refolution, to cuhivate a religious 
principle, and to be infpired with truft in 
God. The imperfe^ions of the beft are 
indeed fo numerous, as to give them no 
title to claim, on their own account, the 
protedion of Heaven. But we are taught' 
to believe, that the merciful God, vtho made 
us, and who knows ourframe^ favours the , 
fincere' and upright ; that the fupreme ad- 
miniftration of the univerfe is always on 
the fide of truth and virtue ; and that, 
therefore, every worthy cbarafler, and every 
juft and good caufe, though for a while 
it fliould be deprefled, is likely to receive 
countenance and protection in the end. 
The more firmly this belief is rooted in 
the heart, its influence will be more power- 
ful, in furmounting the fears which arife 
from afenfe of our own weaknefs or dan- 
ger. The records of all nations afford a 
thoufand 
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S E R M. thoufand remarkable intlances of the e{^ * 
t_, ^-,'1^ fe£t of this principle, both on individuals, 
and on bodies of men. Animated by the 
ftrong belief of a juft caufe, and a pro- 
te<^ng God, m\ic feeble have ivaxedjiroagy 
and have defpifed dangers, fufierings, and 
death. Handfuls of men have defied bqfit 
that were encamped againfi them ; and have 
gone forth, cohquering and to conquer. 
ftbefward of the Lord^ and of. Gideon, have 
called forth a valour, vrhich afionifiied the 
world ; and vrhich could have been ex- 
erted by none, biit thofe who fought undcr- 
a divine banner. 

In the next place, let him who would 
preferve fortitude in difficult fituations, fill 
his mind with a fenfe, of what conftitutes 
the true honour of man. It confifts not in 
the multitude of riches, or the elevation of 
rank ; for experience fliows, that thefe may 
be pofTefTed by the worthlefs, as well as by 
the deferving. It confifts in being deterred 
by no danger when duty calls us forth ; ia 
fulfilling our allotted part, whatever it may 
be, 
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- be, with ^hfulnefs, bravery, and con- s E R M. 
flancy cf muK}. Thefe qualiriea never fail ^ , ' , 1 
to ftamp tJIfttm^on on the character. They 
confer on him who difcovers them, au ho- 
nourable fuperiority, which all, even ene- 
mies, feel and revere. Let every. man, 
therefore, when the hour of danger comes, 
bethink him&lf, that now is arrived tha 
hour.of triatf xhe hour which mufl deter^ 
mine whether he is to rife, or to finfc for 
^er, in the efleem of all around him. If, 
when put to the teft, he difcover no firm- 
nefs to maintain his ground, no fortitud* 
to ftand a fliod:, he has forfeited every 
jffctenlion to a manly mind. He muft 
reckon on being expoled to general con- 
tempt ; and what is worfe, he will feel that 
he deferves it.. In his own eyes he will be 
contemptible ; than which, furely, no mt- 
ftry can be more fevere. 

But in order to acquire .habits of forti- 
tude, what is of the higheft ccmfequence 
is, to have formed a jufl eftimate of the 
goods and evils of life, and of the value of 
■^ life 
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S E R M. life hfelf. ' For here lies tKe chirf fcdrce o^ 
^ .^' ^ bur weakncls and pufillanimity. We ovcr-i 
value the advantages of fortune ; rank and 
riches, eafe a;nd fafety. Deluded by vain 
, opinions, we look to thefe as our ultimate 
goods. We hang upon them with fond at- 
tachment J and to forfeit any hope of ad- 
Tancemeht, to incur the leaft difcredit tvith 
ihe world, or to be broi^hl ddwn but one 
ftep from the ftation we poffefs, is re^rd-" 
ed with condernation and difmay. Hence, 
ft thoufand weights hang upon the mind, 
vhich deprefs its. courage, and bend it to 
mean and difhonourable compliances. What: 
fortitude can,' he poffefs, what worthy or 
generous purpofe can he form, who con-. 
ceives diminution of rank, or lo& of- for- 
^ne, to be the chief evils which- man ban 
fufier ? Put theft into the balance with 
true honour, with confcidus integrity, witU 
the efteem of the virtuous and the wife, 
with the favour of Almighty God, with 
- peace of mind, and hope of heaven ; and 
then think, whether thofe dreaded evils are 
fufficient to intimidate you from doing 
your 
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your duty. Look beyond external appear- s E R M. 
ances to the infide of things. Suffer not v_, ^'.j 
yourfelvei*- to be impofed on by that glitter- 
ing varnifli, with which the furface of the 
worid dazzles the vulgar. Confider how 
many are contented and happy without 
thofe advantages of fortune, on which you 
put fo extravagant a value. Confider whe- 
ther it is poffible for you to be happy with 
them, if, for their fake, you forfeit all that 
is eftimable in man. I'he favour of the 
great, perhaps, you think, is at ftake ; or 
that popularity with the multitude, on 
which you build plans of advancement. 
Alas ! . how precarious are the means which 
you employ in- order to attain the end you 
have in view ; and the end itfelf, how little 
is it worthy of your ambition f That favour 
which you purfue, of dubious advantage 
when gained, is frequently loft by fervile 
compliance. The timid and abject are de- 
teiied, and defpifed eVen by thofe whom 
they court; while the firm and refolute rife 
in the end to thofe honours, which the 
other purfued in vain. 
Vol. hi. L Put 
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5ERM. Put the cafe at the worft. Suppofe not 
L ,-^- - j your fortune only, but your fafety, to be 
in hazard ; your life itfelf to be endan- 
gered, by adhering to eonfcience and vir- 
tue. Think, what a creeping and igno- 
minious ftate you would render life, if, 
when your duty calls, you would expofe it 
to no danger; if, by a daftardly behaviour, 
you would, at any espence, preferve it. 
That life, which you are fo anxious to pre- 
ferve, can at any rate be prolonged only 
for a few years more ; and thofe years may 
be full of woe. He who will not rifle death 
when eonfcience requires him to face it, 

ought to be alhamed to live. Confider, 

as a man and a Chriftian, for what purpofe 
life was given thee by Heaven. Was it, 
" that thou mighteft pafs a few years in low ' 
pleafurcF, and ignoble floth ; flying into 
every corner to hide thyfelf, when the leaft 
danger rifes to view ? No : Life was given, 
that thou mighteft come forth to aft fome 
ufeful and honourable part, on that theatre 
.where thou haft been placed by Provi- 
dence ; mighteft glorify him that made 
thee ;. 
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thee; and by fteady perfeverance in virtue, SERM. 
rife in the end to an immortal ftate. \^ -^^ 

Son of man ! Rememliec thine original 
honours. . Alfert the dignity of thy nature. 
Shake off this pufillanimous dread of death ; 
and feek to fulfil the ends for which thou 

wert fent forth by thy Creator. The 

fenttment of a noble mind is, / taunt not 
my life dear unto myfelf, Jo that I mayjinifh 
my courfe with joy. To K\it Jimjhing of b'ts 
eourfe^ let every one direct his eye ; and leC 
him now appreciate life according to the 
value it will be found to have, when fum- 
med up at the clofe. That is the period 
which brings every thing to the left. Illu- 
fions may formerly have impofed on the 
world ; may have impofed on the man hira- 
felf. But all illuflon then vanifhes. The 
real charatSer comes forth. The eftimate 
of happinefs is fairly formed, ffence it 
' has been jullly faid, that no man can be 
pronounced either great' or happy, ^until his 
laft hour come. To that laft hour, what 
will bring fuch fatisfaiftion, or add, fo much 
dignity, as the refleftion, on having fur- 
mounted with, firmnefs all the difcourage- 
L a ments 
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SERM. mentsof the world, and having perlevercd 



VII. 



to the end in one uniform courfe of fidelity 
and hondur? We remarked before, the 
magnanimous behaviour of the Apoftle 
Paul, when he had perfecution and diftrefs 
full in view. Hear now the fentiments of 
the fame great man, when the time of his 
laft fufTering approached ; and remark the 
majefty, and the eafe, with which he looked 
on death. / am now ready to be offered^ 
end the time of my departure is at band. I 
have fought the good fight. I have finijhed 
my courfe. I have kept the faith. Hence- 
forth there it laid up for me a crown of right' 
eoufnefs *. How many years of life does 
fuch a dying moment overbalance \ Who 
would not chufe, in this manner, to go off 
the ftage, with fuch a fong of triumph in 
bis mouth, rather than prolong his exig- 
ence through a wretched old age, Gained 
with fm and fiiame ? 

Animated by thefe confideralions, let 
us nourifli that fortitude of mind, which is 

* 2 Timotb/y IT, fi, 7. 
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(b eflentlal to a man, and a Chrillian. Let serm, 
no difcouragement, nor danger, deter us 1 
from doi^S what Js right. Through bo" 
nour and dijbonour^ through good report and 
had report^ let us preferve fidelity to Our 
God and our Sayiour. Though an bofljbould 
encamp agamfi «/, let us not fear to difcharge 
our duty. God aiHlU us in the virtuous 
conflict ; and will crown the conqueror with 
eternal rewards. Be thou faithful unto death^ 
and I ivill give thee a crown of life. To 
him that overcomeibt faith our blefled Lord, 
/ will grant to Jit with me on my throne ; 
even as I alfo overcame^ and am fet down 
with my Father on his throne *. 

* Rev. ii. 10.— iii. zi. 
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SERMON Vlir. 

On Envy. 



I Corinthians, xiii, 4. 

Charity envietb not.-< •• < 

ENVY 13 a fenfation of uncafinefa 
and difquiet, arifing from the ad- 
vantages which others are fuppofed to 
pofiefs above us, accompanied with ma- 
lignity towards thofe who poflefs them. 
This is univerfally admitted to be one of 
the blacked paffions in the human heart. 
In this world, we depend much on one 
another; and were therefore formed by 
God to he mutually ufeful and aflifting. 
The inftin»Ss of kindnefs and compaffion 
which belong to our frame, fhow how 
inuch 
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much it was the intention of our Creator, s e r M. 
that we fhould he united in friendftiip. v If . ^ ' ji 
any infringe this great kw of nature, by 
a(Sls of caufelefs hofUlity, refentment may 
juftly arife. No one is to be condemned 
for defending his rights, and fhowingdif- 

> pleafure againfl a maUcious enemy. But 
to conceive ill-will at one who has attacked 
none of our rights, nor done us any in- 
jury, folely becaufe he is more profperous 
than we are, is a difpofuion altogether un- 
patural; it fuils not the human conftitu- 
tion, and partakes, more of the rancour of 
an evil fpirit. Hence, the charaQer of an 

■ envious man is univerfally odious. All 
difclaim it; and they who feel themfelves 
under the influence of this paflion, carefully 
conceal it. 

But it is proper to confider, that among 
all our paflions, both good and bad, there 
are many different gradations. Sometimes 
they _fwim on the furface of the mind, 
without producing any internal agitation. 
They proceed no farther than the begin- 
nings of paflion. Allayed by our cqnfti- 
L 4 tution, 
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s E R Nf . tntion, or tempered by the mixture of other 
ti I ^ -.'Jr difpofitionSj they exert no confiderable in- 
flueace on the temper. Though the cha- 
racter in which envy forms the ruling paf- 
fion, and reigns in all its force, be one too 
odious, I hope, to be cmnmon j yet feme 
ihade, fome tin£ture, of this evil difpofi- 
tion, mixes with moft characters in the 
■world. It is, perhaps, one of the moft pre- 
vailing infirmities to which we are fubje£t. 
There are few but who, at one time or 
other, have found fomewhat of this nature 
llirring witlun them; fome lurking unea- 
fmefs in their mind, when they looked up 
to others, who enjoyed a greater fhare than 
had fallen to their lot, of fome advantages 
' which they wiQied, and thought themfelves 
intitled, to pofTefs. Though this fhould 
not embitter their difpofition j though it 
fhould create the uneafinefs only, without 
the malignity, of envy ; yet ftill it is a dif- 
turbed ftate of mind i, and always borders 
upon, if it aftually include not, fome vi- 
cious afieClions. In order, as far as pof> 
fjble, to remedy this evil, I (hall now con- 
fider 
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fider what are the mpft general grounds of s ERM. 
the envy which men arc apt to bear to ,_.,^^ 
others ; and ihalt examine what foundaticxi 
they afford, for any degree of this troublc- 
fome and dangerous' palTion.— — The chirf 
grounds of envy may be reduced to three : 
Accomplifhments of mind ; advantages of ^ 

birth, rank, and fortune ; fuperior fucceis 
in worldly purfuits. 

I. AccoMPLiSHMEKTS, or endowmcntt 
-of the mind. The chief endowment for 
which man deferves to be valued, is virtue. 
This, unqueflional^y, forms the moft efU- 
mable diflindion among mankind. Yet 
this, which may appear furprifmg, never 
fwms any ground of envy. No man is 
envied for being more juft, more generous, 
more patient, or forgiving, than others. 
This may, in part, be owing to virtue pro- 
ducing in every one who beholds it, that 
high degree of refpeft and love, which ex- 
tinguiflies envy. But probably, it is more 
©wing to the good opinion which every 
one entertains <Jf bis own moral qualities. 
Some 
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SERM. Some virtues, or, at leaft, the feeds of them, 

VIII. 
1 , -^ , - he-finds within his breaft. Others, he vainly 

attributes to himfelf. Thofe in which he 
is plainly deficient, he undervalues ; as 
either not real virtues, or virtues of very 
inferior rank ; and refts fatisfied, that, on 
the whole, he is as worthy and refpedable 
as his neighbour. 

The cafe is different, with regard to thofe 
mental abilities and powers which are 
afcribed to others. As long as thefe are ex- 
erted in a fphere of afl:ion remote from 
ours, and not brought into competition 
with talents of the fame kind, to which we 
have pretenfions, they create no jealoufy. 
They are viewed as diftant obje6ls, in 
which we have not any concern. It is not 
until they touch our own line, and appear 
to rival us in what we wifli to excel, that 
they awaken envy. Even then, envy is, 
properly fpeaking, not grounded on the 
talents of others. For here, too, our feif- 
complacency brings us relief; from the 
perfuafion, that were we thoroughly known, 
and full judice done to as, our abilities 
would 
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would be found not inferior to tho'e of S F R M. 
our rivals. What properly occafions envy, ^ ' ,. 
is the fruit of the accompliftiments of 
others ; the pre-eminence which the opi- 
nion of the world beftows, or ' which we 
dread it will beftow, on their talents above 
ours. Hence, diftinguiftied fuperiority in 
genius, learning, eloquence, or any other 
of thofe various arts that attract the no- 
tice of the world, often become painful 
grounds of envy ; not indeed to all indif- 
ferently, but to thofe who follow the fame 
line of purfult. Mere rivalJty, infpired by 
emulation, would carry no reproach ; were 
not that rivality joined with obliquity, and 
a malignant fplrit ; did it not lead to fe- 
cret detraftion, and unfair methods of di- 
minifhing the reputation of others. Too 
frequently has fiich a fpirit tarnifhed the 
charadier of thofe who fought to fhine in 
the elegant arts ; and who, otherwife, had a 

juft title to fame. Let fuch as are ad- 

diiSed to this infirmity confider, how much 

they degrade themfelves. Superior merit, 

of any kind, always refts on itfelf. Con- 

fcious 
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S E R M. fcious of what it defcrves, it difdains low 
y. ^ ,'_r coqipetitiona and jealoufies. They who 
are ftung with envy, efpecially when they 
allow its malignity to appear, confefs a fenfe 
(rf their own inferiority ; and, in effe£t, 
pay homage to that merit from which they 
endeavour to detract. 

But in order to eradicate the paflion, 
and to cure the difquiet whidi it creates, 
let fuch perfons farther confider, how in- 
confiderable the advantage is whicih thdr 
rivals have gained, by any fuperiority over 
them. They whom you envy, are them- 
felve§ inferior to others who follow the 
fame purfuits. For how few, how very 
few, have reached the fummit of excel- 
lencci in the art or ftudy which they cuU 
tivate ? Even that degree of excellence 
which they have attained, how feldom is 
it allowed to them by the world, till after 
they die ? Public applaufe is the moft fluc- 
tuating, and uncertain, of all rewards. Ad- 
mired, as they may be, by a, circle of their 
friends, they have to look up to others, 
who (land above them in public opinion ; 
and 
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and undergo the fame mortifications which s E R m. 
yoij fufFer in looking up to them. Con- l ^ . ' j 
fider what labour it has coft them to arrive 
at that degree of eminence they have gain- 
ed ; and, after all their labour, how im- 
perfeft their recompenfe is at laft. With- 
in what narrow bopnds is their fame con- 
fined ? With what a number of humilia- 
tions is it mixed? To how many are they 
abfolutely unknown ? Among thofe who 
know them, how many cenfure and decry 
them f-^— Attending fairly to thefe confi- 
derations, the envious might come in the 
end to difcern, that .the fame acquired by 
any accomplifhment of the mind, by all 
that {kill can contrive, or genius can exe- 
cute, amounts to no more than a fmall ele- 
vation ; raifes- the pofleflbr to fuch an in- 
confiderable height above the cro.wd, that 
others may, without difquict, fit down con- 
tented with their own mediocrity, 

II. Advantages of fortune, fuperiority 
in birth, rank and riches, even qualifica- 
tions of body and form, become grounds 
of 
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SEUM, of envy. Among external advantages, 
v^, -^ '._ , thofe which relate to the body ought cer- 
tainly, in the comparative eftimation of 
ourfelves and others, to hold the loweft 
place ; as in the acquifttion of them we 
can claim no merit, but mull afcribe them 
entirely to the gift of nature. Yet envy , 
has often fhowed itfelf here in full malig- 
nity ; though a fmall tneafure of refledtion 
might have difcovered, that there was little 
or no ground for this paffion to arife. It 
would have proved a blefling to multi- 
tudes, to have wanted thofe advantages for 
which they are envied. How frequently, 
for inftance, has Beauty betrayed the pof- 
feflbrs of it into many a fnare, and brought 
upon them many a difafter ? Beheld with 
fpiteful eyes by thofe who are their rivals, 
they, in the mean time, glow with no 
lefs envy againll others by whom they 
are furpafled ; while, in the midft of 
their competitions, jealoufies, and, con- 
cealed enmities, the fading flower is 
eafily blafted ; fhortlived at the heft ; and 
trifling, at any rate, in comparison with 
the 
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the higher, and more lafting beauties of serm. 

. Vlll. 

the mind.- - . _ ' ^ 

But of all the grounds of envy among 
men, fuperioriiy in rank and fortune, is 
the moft general. Hence, the malignity 
which the poor commonly bear to the 
rich, as ingrofling to themfelves all the 
comforts of life. Hence, the evil eye* with 
which perfons of inferior ftation fcrutinife 
thofe who are above them in rank j and if 
they approach to that rank, their envy is 
generally ftrongeft againft fuch as are juft 
one ftep higher than themfelves. — Alas ! my 
friends, all this envious difquietude, which 
agitates the world, arifes from a deceitful 
figure which impofes on the public view. 
Falfe colours are hung out : the real ftate 
of men is not what it feems to be. The 
order of fociety requires a diftinaion of 
ranks to take place ; but, in point of hap- 
pinefs, all men come much nearer to equa- 
lity than is commonly imagined j and the 
eircumftances,' which form any material 
difference of happinefs among them, are not 
of that nature which renders them grounds 
3 of 
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s E R M. of envy. The poor man poffefles not, it 
s, ^ ' f is true, fome of the conveniencics and 
pleafures of tlie rich ; but, in return, he 
is free from many embarraflments to which 
they are fub}e£l. By the fimplicity and 
, uniformity of his life, he is delivered from 
that variety of carea, which perplex thofe 
who have great affairs to matiage, intricate 
plans to purfue, many enemies, perhaps, tQ 
encounter in the purfuit. In the tranquil- 
lity of his fmall habitation, and private 
family, he enjoys a peace which is often 
unknown at courts. The gratifications of 
nature, which are always the raoft fatif- 
fadory, are poffefled by him to their full 
extent j and if he be a ilranger to the re- 
fined pleafures of the wealthy, he is un- 
acquainted alfo with the defire of them, 
and by confequence feels no want. His 
plain meat' fatisfies his appetite, with a re* 
lifli, probably higher than that of thfe ricb 
man, who fits down to his luxurious ban"- 
quet. His fleep is more found ; his heaUk 
more firm; he knows not what fpteco, 
languor, or lifllelTnefs are. Hb accufton»- 
7 cd 
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fd emi^fineats ot Uboiirs are not moi'« SfeRM. 
epprefliTe to him, thaa the labour of at- i^,--^ ,.,!^ 
tendance on courts and, the great, the la- 
bours of drefs, the £)ttguc of amufements, 
the very weight of idlcnefst frequently are 
to the rich. In the mean time, all the 
beauty of the face of nature, alt the enjoy- 
ments of domeftic fociety, all the gaiety 
and; cheer^lnefs of an eafy mm.d, are as 
open jto him as to thofe of the higheft 
rank. - The fplendour of retinue, the found 
of titl^ the dppeEli'ances of high refpe^, 
are indeed foothing, for a fhort time, to 
the great. But, become fanuliar, they are 
foon forgotten. CuAom effaces thetr im->' 
preflion. They fink into the rank of thofe 
cr^nary things, which daily recur, without 
talfing any fen&tion of joy.— ^iJeaTe, there- 
fore,, from locking up with difcontent and 
cnVy to thde whom birth or fortune have 
placed above you. Adjuft the balance of 
happineiii £urly. When you think of the 
enjoyments you Want, think alfo of the 
trouble* from which you are free. Allow 
their jufl Value to the comforts you pofi*e&; 
Vol. HI. M and 
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SEAM, and you wHI 6ad reftfon to reft fatisfied/ 
1 .--. '^f with a very moderate, tbougli not an opu-' 

lent and fplendid, condition of fortune. 

OfteO, did you know the whole, you 'would 

be inclined to [nty the ftate of thofe whom 

you how envy. . 

III. SoPERiOH fuccefs in the courfe of 
worldly purfujts, is a frequent ground of 
envy. Among all ranks of men, compe- 
titions arifc. Wherever any favourite ob- 
Jed is piurfued in common, jealoufies fel- 
dom fail to take place among thofe who 
are equaHy defirous of attaining it; as in 
that ancient inftance of envy recorded of 
Jofeph's brethren, who bated their brotber*^ 
hecaufe their father loved , bim more than ail 
the reft *.'"**! C&uld eafily beiar,** fays one, 
" that fome others fhould be more rtpu- 
** table or famous, fiiould be richer" '<k 
" greater, than I. It is but juft,. tharthii 
" man fliould enjoy the' ■ diftinflion- to 
" which his fplendid abilities have ndfeo 

- .♦ Gen. Ba*iL4. 

■ ■ -■'•"luia. 
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**lHdi. It la naturab for -ttat maiV' Jfa ®^"'* 
" commabd the refpeiSk tb which he is isr- i.^ .^ ,*^ 
"titled by his hirth w his rank.,::6ut 
•* when I, and another,, baye fiatted in thp 
«*race of llfej upon «q,uai tennSt ftpd itt 
** the fame cank ; that he, withettt 9ftf 
" pretenTKHi to uncon^non merit) jQfoul^ 
" have fuddenly fo far otitftripped pif { 
^ Oiould ^ave ingrofled aH tii^ public &*> 
*^ vour tp which \ am ao. lefs intitled tjifi^ 
** he; this if, what I cannot bear; my 
*' blopd ,b^)s, my ipcrit fwells with i^4i£f 
*' Dittipd, at: this undelerved trea^qqent. \ 
" have ik^ertd ^om ^the world." Coif^ 
pJMntB of this natvK are often i^adiBr by 
thon wbe f«ek to juftify the enTy.:y»ih|cJli 
they bear to their metre p£ofpeF0u»,n^^ 
b(Ws. . jPli^ M" fuch -pfr^Qa^ wiOi not -^i. be 
tfaOMgMt UQJiuft} ^t me defire them ito inf 
quire, whet^r they have beeii altogeth^ 
fair in the comparifon tbey have ma^ pf 
thfif owR merit with tlut of ^ar nvalsi; 
»nd' whether they hav^ not •themfi^f*^- » 
Uamc;, more than the world, for beir^kft 
b«htttd i*i th« career of fertyae. The wvrl4 
Ma i« 
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s ^JJ **. is not always blind or unjuft, in con^iii^ 
■t, -t^-.'jj its favours. Inftances indeed, fomerime^, 
occur, of delerving pcrfons prevented, by a 
fuccdlion of crofs incidents, from lifing 
into public acceptance. But, in the ordi- 
nary courTe of things, merit, foooer or later, 
receives a reward ; while the greater part 
bf men's misfortunes and difappointmeots 
ran, generally, be traced to fbme mifcdndud 
tof their own. Wifdom brmgetb to honour: 
The band of the d^gent maketb rich; and, it 
has been iaid, not altogether without rea- 
foii, that, of his own fortune in life, every 
man is the chief artificer. If Jofeph was 
pref«Ted by the &ther to all his brethren, 
his fubfequent conduA fliowed how well he 
m^ed the preference. 

Suppofing, however, the world to have 
been unjuft^ in an uncommon degree, with 
regard to you,' ttus will not vindicate ma- 
lignity and envy towards a more pro- 
fperoi^ competitor.. You may accufe die 
wcH-ld i but vnrhat reafon have you to bear 
illfwill to him, who has only improved the 
iavotir which the world ihowed him ? If^ 
by 
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hy means that are unfur, he has nfen» SER m, 
and, to advance himfelf, has aAed inju* ^. -^ ,' ^ 
lioufly by you, refentment is. juftifiable; 
but, if you cannot accufe htm of any fuch 
in^K^ier condu^ his fuccefs alone gives 
no jaa&ion to your envy. You, perhapsi 
preferred the enjoyment of your eafe, to the 
ftir of a bufy, or to the. cares of a thought- 
ful, life. Retired from the world, and fol- 
lowing your favourite inclinations, you were 
not always attentive to feize the opportu- 
nities which ofi*ered, for doing juftice to 
your character, and improving your fitua- 
tion. Ought you then to complain, if the 
more a^ive and laborious have acquired 
what you were negligent to gain ? Confi- 
der, that if you have obtained lefs prefer- 
ment, you have poflelled more indulgence 
and eafe. Confider, moreover, that the ri- 
val to whom you look up with repining 
eyes, though more fortunate in the world, 
.may perhaps, on the whole, not be more 
happy than you. He has all the vicifli- 
tudes of the world befor? him. He may 
bave much to encounter, much to fufier, 
M 3 from 
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S E RM. firbiQ wiiich you are proteO:ed hf the greaf«* 
^ '_f er d>fciirity of your ftation. tvery fitua-* 
tion in life, has hoth a bright and a dark 
iide. Let not your attention dwell only 
on what is bright on the fide c^ thofe yoU 
enry, and dark on your own. But, bring- 
ing into view both fides of your refpcdiTC 
conditions, eftimate fairly the fum of fe* 
ticity. 

Thus I have fuggefted fereral coafider- 
fttions, for evincing the unreafonableneis. of 
that difquietude which envy raifes in our 
breafts ; confiderations, which tend at leaft 
to mitigate and allay the workings of this 
' malignant pafiion, and which, in a fober 
mind, ought totally to extinguifli it. The 
£:ope of the whole has been, to prompte, 
in every one, contentment with .his o'iva 
ftate. Many arguments of a different na- 
ture may be employed againfl: envy i fom« 
taken from its finflil and criminal nature i 
fome, from the difchlefs to which it gives 
life in the world ; others, fitjm the mifery 
«rhich it produces to him who nouiiihe& 
this 
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Ais Ti^er ia his bofom. But, undoubtedly, s E R M. 
the moft efficacious arguments, are fuch \ , -^-' j 
as ihow, that the circumftanccs 9f others, 
compared with our own, afford no ground 
for envy. The miftaken ideas which are 

■ entertained, of the high importance of cer- 
tain worldly advantages and diftin£lions, 
form the principal eaufe of our repining 
at our own lot, aod envying that of others. 
To things light in themfelves, our imagi- 
nation has added undue weight. Did we 
;aIIow reflexion and wifdom to corre^ the 
prejudices which we have imbibed, and to 
difperfe thofe phantoms of our own creating, 
the gloom which overcafts us would gra- 
dually vanifli. Together with returning 

. contentment, the Iky would clear up, and 
every objeA brighten around us. It is la 
the Allien and dark fhade of difcontent, that 
noxious pailions, like venomous animals, 
breed, and prey upon the hearL 

. Emvt is a pafiion c^ fo odious a fiature, 
that not only it is concealed a^ mUch aa 
poflible frcw the world, but every man is > 
M 4- glad 
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$ERM. glad to diOemble tlie appearances of it to 
y „-j-^ - Ws own heart. Hence, it is apt to grow 
upon him unperceived. Let him who is 
deHroos to keep his heart chaAe and pure 
from its influence, examine himfelf ftridly 
on thpfe difpofitions which he bears to* 
wards his profperous neighbours. Does hfe 
ever view, with fecret uneaiinefs, the merit 
of others riling into notice and dilHndion I 
Does he hear their pridfes with unwilling 
ear ^ Does he feel ^n inclination to depre- 
ciate, what he dares not openly blame F 
When obliged to commend, does his cold 
and awkward approbation infinuate his 
belief of fome unknown defeds In the ap- 
plauded charader \ From fuch fymptoms 
as thefe, he may infer that the dlfeafe of 
envy Is forming j that the poifon is be- 
ginning to fpread its Infeftion over his 
heart. 

The caufes that nouiifli envy are prin- 
cipally two ; and two which, very frequent- 
ly, operate in conjun^on ; thefe are, pride 
ftnd indplence. The conn«^on of pride 
vritb 
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value which the proud fet on their own .l„,^.,'j 
merit, the unreafonable claims which they 
form on the wwld, and the injuftice which 
they fuppofe to be done to them by any pre- 
ference igiven to others, are perpetual fources, 
firft of difcontent, and next of envy. When 
indolence is joined to pride, the difeafe of 
the niind becomes more inveterate and in- 
curable. Pride leads men to claim 'more 
than they deferve. Indolence prevents thcfa 
from obtaining what they might juftly 
claim. Difappointments follow ; and fpleen, 
malignity, and envy, rage within them. 
The proud and indolent are always envi- 
ous. Wrapt up in their own imporrance,- 
they fit ^1, and repine, becaufe others are 
more profperous than they ; while, with 
all their high opiijion of themfelves, they 
have done nothing either to deferve, or to 
acquire, profperity. As, therefore, we va- 
lue our virtue, or our peace, let us guard 
jtgdnft thefc twb evil difpofitions of mind. 
Let us be modeft in our own efteem, and, 
by diligence and induftry, fludy to acquire 
t the 
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SIMM, t&^sfleenv of others. So iball wt &uc up 
^■lylj- the avenuss that lead to many a bad pa£> 

fioo) and fiiall learn, iu •wbatfoevtrjiate tw 

are, tkercmtb h be content, 

, VivAtiiX, in order to fubdue envy, let 
IK bring ofteQ into view thofe religious 
conHderatiofie whick regard us particutarly 
as Oinftians. Let us^ remember how un- 
voFtfay we are all la the fight of God ; and 
^ow much the bleffings which each of us 
«ijoy, are beyond what we dcferve. Let us 
nourifii reverence and fubmiilion to that 
pivine government, which has appointed 
to every one fuch a condition in the world 
as is £ttefl: for him to poflefs. Let us re- 
collect how oppofite the Chriflian fpirit is 
to envy ; and what facred obligations it 
lays upon us, to walk in love and charity 
towards one another. Indeed, when we 
. . refled on the many miferies which abound 
m human life j on the fcanty proportion of 
bappinels which any man is here allowed 
to «i}oy ; on the fmall difference which the 
diT^ty of fortune maJbes oa that fcanty 
pro- 
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proportion; itisfurprinng^tfaatenvylKouId sEru. 
ever have been a prevalent paffion amwig .^^^ 
men, much more that it fiiould have pre- 
vailed among ChrifHaas. Where fo much 
18 fuffered in common, little room is left 
for envy. There, is mpre occafion for pity 
and fympathy, and Inclination to ailift each 
other. To our own good endeavours for 
reftifying our dlfpofitions, let us not forgrt 
to add ferious prayers to the Author of our 
being, that he virho made the heart of man, 
afid knows all Its infirmities, would tho- 
roughly purify our hearts from a paffion fo 
iufe, and fq criminal, as envy. Crg^e ht 
«(f, Gody a clean heart j and renew a ri^f 
fpirit ^itbin me. Search mCy and know mg 
heart. Try mCy and know my thoughts. £^ 
if there be any wided way in me^ ^adieati 
toe in the way everJa 



* Ff. U. Id. { czxxix. 23, 24. 
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SERMON IX, 

On li}I.ENESS. 



Matthew, XX. 6. 

— ■■ Why Jiand ye here aU the day idle f • 

6ERM. TX is an obfervation which naturally oc- 
^ , '^r -^ curs, and has been oiten made, that aH 
the reprefentations of the Chriftian life in 
icripture are taken from a^ve fcenes; 
from carrying on a warfare, running a 
race, ftriving to enter in at a llratt gat^ 
and, as in this context, labouring in a vine- 
yard. Hence the. conclufion plainly fol- 
lows, that various a£UTe duties are requi- 
red of the Ghriftian ; and that floth and 
indolence are inconfifient with bis hope cH 
heaven. 

But 
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' But It has been fometimes fiippofed, that s E R'M. 
indiiftiT; as fer as it is matter of duty, re- ,_^ ^-^ 
gards buF spiritual concerns and eraplcy- 
ments only ; and that one might be very 
bufy as a Chriftian, who was very. idle as a 
man. Henee^ among fome denominations 
c^ Chrifii^nsi an opinioa has prevailed, that 
the perfie£Uon of rflig^on was to be found ia 
tbde mooafilc retreat^ wihere every i^liye 
fun^^n (^ civil life was totally excluded, 
and the vrfaole time c£ men filled up with 
cxerdfes of >deToticHi, They who hold fudi 
pinions proceed oa the fu{^fiti09, that 
rcli^on lua little or no concern with the 
ordinary ia£^r8 of the wbrldj that its du- 
6e8 ftand apart by themfelves; and mingle 
not in the intercourfe which men have with 
one another. The perfed ChrilUan wu 
imagiaed to live a fort of angelic life, fe^ 
qocftntid firom the bufisefa or pleafiires. 
g£ this contemptiblt ftate. The goipet, oa 
the contrary, reprdents the religion of 
Ghiift » intended for the benefit of homan 
ibciety. It affiimes men as engaged in the 
buTmefi cf a^ve fife; and direds its £x- 
horta- 
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SERM. luntaticau, iccovdtngly, to aU hi^a in(3 



iX. 



fiations ; to the raeg^ate and the fubjeQ, 
to tlie mafter xaA the ierrant, to the lid) 
nul ^ poor, ;lo thctd that buy and'- diem 
diac ielii them ^at ujh and them that abujk 
the wctfld. Some duties, indeed, requir* 
{niVacyand ntreati Sut the moft import'^ 
ftat muft be poformod tii the niidft of th^ 
world, where we are commandetf to fiank 
«■ ligbrt^ and ^yeut goed w»rki 7e g^orif^ 
•or Fafbet wk'teb U mbeavai. "tKii world, 
as the context reprellenft it, i« OAd'a Tine-* 
yafd, -Where each ^ us 4ias a tafk affigneiA 
bihi to perfcBTn.' In every fllation, and at 
every period of life, labour is reqiUred. Al 
«he third, the fiAth, w the ekveii^ hour, 
we Atig' comitiatld<d-to work, if We would 
aoit intvir, frcun the gfeftt Lord of the 'vrnt* 
yard, thi» reproof, Wbyjandye berg aS ^ 
May idle^^-'^—^t miy^ I ccmfefs, he birff 
idiout many things, abd yet be found ne* 
gligcnt ofthe Om tbit^ needful. We may 
be very adive, and, Withal, very lit ««iploy' 
ed. But though a perfon may be •kidiri'- 
trkua whhout being reUgiou«, I miift ac 
a the 
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tie fattw lilh* afci<»Ub y»aj tUt no man senii. 
can be l*f wi*tj«t being .fliifttl. T^ i . '.''■^^ 
ihall endeavourtdifliow m\\iii fecjoel ctfttitt 
difcoarie J 'Whirelft I {iulpofets reprove « 
Tice whicltis to6 commoit sinbng all raSii 
tf men. 8i^Wri6ts:«d*«iih their ifcft' 
iters, and faiteta tell Adlf (*ilA-en, that 
Mleiieii is the mother of cVery fin j while, 
In tbeir own praflice, they often ftt the 
tjtataple of -what they repTobati fererely in 
others. I ihall Sudy to ftow^ that the idle 
man is, ito t!«ry view, both fodHh and 
criminal; that he neither lives to God} 
nor lives to the worM ; ■ nor lives to him- 
felf. - 

I. He lives not to God. The great and 
wife Creator certainly does nothing in vaitb 
A fmall meafiffe of regiaibn might cont 
Vince every One, that for feme ufeftl pur^ 
pofe he was fent into the vrofld.' The t»* 
lure of man bears no mark of infignificaney, 
or neglea. Hfe is placed; at the head of 
»11 things here bdow. Htfh fomMhed 
With a great preparation of fasuhies and 
powers. 
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8(ERM. powers. HeUcDlig^t^iedbyTeafimfrith 
\j, / , _! many important difcoverics ; , enrca taug;ht 
by revelaticm to jcoillder hunfelf as ran&in** 
vd, by the death of Cbtiftt &om mifery } 
9ad intended to rife, by gradual advances, 
to a ftill higher rank in the umverfe ^ 
God. • In fueh a fituatkm, thus dUUat 
gHiflied, thus favoured and affifted by hi$ 
Creator, can, he hope to be for^ven, if bs 
aim at no improTement, if he puifue no 
ufefiil defign, live &r no other porpc^e but 
to indulge in flotfa, to confume the frtuts 
of the earth, and to Q>end his days in a 
dream c^ vanity! Exiftence is a lacred 
tnift ; and be who thus mileniploys, and 
fquanders It away, is treacherous to its Au- 
thor. Lo<^ around you, and you will 

behold the whole univerfe fiiU of a£tive 
powers. A^Hon is, to ipeak fo, the genitis 
of natiu-e. By motion and exertion, the fyi& 
tern of being is preferved in vigour. By 
its diflferent parts always afting in fubordi* 
nation one to another, the perfedion of the 
whole is carried on. The heavenly bodies 
perpetually revolve. Day and night incef- 
iantly 
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^titly repeat their appointed courfe. Cod- s e r m. 
tiaual operations are going on in the earthj ,_ ^'^ 
and in the waters. Nothing {lands ftill. 
All is alive, and Airring, throughout the 
univerfe. — In the midft of this animated 
and bufy fcene, is man alone to remain 
idle io his place ? Belongs it to him, to be 
the fple madive and flothful being in the 
creation, when he has . fo much allotted 
him to do ; when in fo many various ways 
he might improve his own nature j might 
advance the glory of the God who made 
him ; and, contribute his part to the gene- 
ral good \ 

Hardly is there any feeling of the hu- 
man heart more natural, or more univer- 
fal, than that of our being accountable to 
God. It is, what the moft profligate can 
never totally erafe. Almoft all nations have 
agreed in the belief, that there is to come 
fome period, when the Almighty will zBl 
as the judge of his creatures. Prefenti- 
ments of this, work in every breaft. ' Con- 
fcience has already eretfied a tribunal, on 
which it anticipates the feutence which at 

Vol. III. N that - 
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lyS 0>t tdttnefs. 

&ERM. that period (hall be paffcd. Before this tri- 
<— .y^ bunal let us fometimes place ourfetves in 
ferious thought, and confider what account 
we are prepared to give of our condu£t to 
Him who made us. ** I placed you," the 
great Judge may then be fuppofed to fay, 
** in a ftation where you had many occa- 
** Cons for aftion, and many opportunities 
•* of improvement. You were taught, and 
•* you knew, , your duty. Throughout a 
" courfe of years I continued year life. I 
•• furronnded you with friends to whom 
** you might be ufeful. I gave you health, 
** eafe, leifure, and various advantages of 

** fituation, Where are the fruits of 

** thofe talents which you poffefled ? What 
♦• good have you done with thera to your- 
** felves ? what good to others ? How 
■ ** have you filled up your place, or anfwered 
' ** your deftination, in the world ? Pro- 
** duce fome evidence, of your not having 
" exifted altogether in vain ?"— — Let fuch 
-as are bow mere blanks in the world, and. 
a burden to the earth, think what anfwer 
they will give to dioTe awful queftions. 
13 . U. The 
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11. The idle live not to thie world, and sgRM. 
their fellow-creatures around them, any ,_ „^ , ' _| 
more than they do to God. Uad any man 
a title to ftand alone, and to be independ- 
ent of his fellows, he might then, confider 
himfelf as at liberty to indulge in folitary 
eaie and floth, without being refponfible 
to others for the manner in which he 
chofe to live. But, on the face of the - 
. earth, there is no fuch perfon, from the 
king on his throng, to the beggar in his 
cottage. We are all connected with one 
another, by various relations j which create 
a chun of mutual dependence, reaching 
fi-Qip the higheft to the loweft ftation in 
fociety. The order and happinefs of the 
world cannot be malntained» without a per- 
petpal circulation of a^ive duties and of- 
fices, which all are called upon to perform 
ip their turn. Superiors are do more inde- 
pendent of their inferiors, than thefe infe- 
riors ar^ of them. . Each have demands 
and claims upon the other; and he, who 
in any fituation of life, refufes to a^ bis 
part, and to contribute his £hare to the ge- 
N 2 neral 
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S B R M. neral ftocfc of felicity, deferves to be prtJ- 
1.-^ \ _s fcribed from fociety, as an unworthy mem- 
ber. If any man 'will not •work, fays the 
Apoftle Paul, neither Jhould be eat*. If 
he will do nothing to advance the purpofes 
of fociety, he has no title to enjoy the ad- 
vantages of it. 

It is fometimes fuppofed, that induftry 
and diligence are duties required of the 
poor alone, and that riches confer the' pri- 
vilege of being idle. This is fo far from 
"being juftified by reafon, how often foever 
it may obtain in fa£^, that the higher one 
is raifed in the world, his obligation to be 
ufeful is proportionably increafed. The 
claims upon him, from various quarters, 
multiply. The fphere of his adive duties 
widens on every hand. Even fuppofing 
him exempted from exerting himfelf in b&i 
half of his inferiors, fuppofing the relation 
between fuperiors and inferiors abolilhed, 
the relation among equals muft ftill.fubfift. 
If there be no man, however high in rank, 
who ftands not frequently in need of the 

• 2 Thefl'. iii. lo. 

good 
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good offices of his friends, does be think SBRM. 
that he owes nothing to them in return ? ._ ^ \ ^ 
Can he fold his arms in felfifti indolence, 
and expedl to be ferved by others, if he 
wili not exert himfelf, in doing fervice to 
any ? ■ ■ Were there no other call to in- 
duftry, but the relation in which every one 
flands to his own family, the r.emembrance 
of this alone fliould make the man of idle- 
nefs blufti. Pretends be to love thofe with 
whom he is connected by the dearefl ties, 
and yet will he not beftir himfelf for their 
guidance, their fopport, or their advance- 
ment in the world ? How immoral, and 
cruel, is the part he a£ts, who Humbers in 
£enfual -eafe, while the wants and demands 
of a helplefs family cry aloud, but cry in 
vain, for his vigorous exertions ? Is this a 
hufband, is this a father, that deferres to 
be honoured with thofe facred names ? 
How many voices will be lifted up againft 
him, at the laft day ? Let fuch perfons re- 
member the awful words of fcripture, and 
tremble. It is written in the Firft Epiftle 
K) Timothy, the fifth chapter, and eighth 
N 3 vcrfe. 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



1 82 On Mentfs. 

SERM. verfe. If any provide not for bis own^ 
^_ , ^ ' _f and jpecially for thofe of bis own boufe^ hi 

bath denied the faitb^ and is wor/e than 

an . infidel. 

in. The idle man lives not to himfelf, 
■with any more advantage than he lives tb 
the world. It is indeed on a fiippofilion 
entirely oppofite, that perfons of this cha- 
ra^er proceed. They imagine that, how 
deficient foever they may be in point of 
duty, they at leaft confult their o*n fatif- 
faftion. They leave to others the drudgery 
of life i and betake themfelves, as they 
think, to the quarter of enjoyment and 
eafe. Now, in contradidion to this, I aC- 
fqrtj and hope to jwove, that the idle ilian, 
firft, fhuts the, door againft all improve- 
ment ; next, that he opens it widi tb every 
deftru^ive folly ; and, laftly, that he ex- 
cludes himfelf from the true enjoyment of 
pleafui-e. 

FiRSl", He fhuts the do6r againft ini-- 

provemeiit of every kind, wheCb^r di mind, 

body, 
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body, or fortune. The law of our nature, 8 E R M, 
the condition undw which we were placed , _ ' ^ 
from osr birth, is, that nothing good or 
great is to be acquired, without toil and in- 
dbftry. A price is appointed by Provi- 
dence to be paid for every thing ; and the 
price of improvement, is labour. Induftry 
may, indeed, be fometimes disappointed. 
The race may not be always fo tbefwifi^ 
nor the battle to the firong. But, at the 
fame time, it is certain that, in the ordi^ 
nary courfc of things, without ftrength, 
die battle cannot be giuned ; without fwift- 
f:tef9, the raoe cannot be run with fuccefs. 
Jnall labom-y fays the wife man, there is 
^ofili ; but the foul of tbejluggard defiretby 
4ind batbjtothit^*- If we confult eitha* 
the improvem«at of the mind, or the health 
of the body, it is well known that exercife 
is the great inftniment of promoting both. 
Sloth 'enfeebles et^ually the bodily and the 
inental powers. As in the animal fyftem 
jl engenders difcafe, fo on the faculties of 

* Prov. xiv. 23. ; xiii. 4. 

N 4 the 
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SERM. the foul it brings a fatal ruft, -which cor- 
c—^-w rodes' and waftes them ; which, in a fhort 
time, reduces the brighteft genius to the 
fame level with the meaneft underftanding. 
The great diiFerences which take place 
among meo, are not owing to a di(lin£tion 
that nature has made in their original 
powers, fo much as to the fuperior dili- 
gence with which fome have improved 
■thefe powers beyond others. To no pur- 
pofe do we poflefs the feeds of many great 
abilities, if they arc fuffercd to lie dormant 
within us. It is not the latent poffeflion, 
but the a£live exertion of them, which 
gives them merit. Thoufands whom in- 
dolence has funk into contemptible obfcu- 
rity, might have come forward to the high- 
efl diftindion, if idlenefs had not fniftrated 
the effe6t of all their powers. 

Inftead of going on to improvement, all 
things go to decline, with the idle man. 
His chara^er falls into contempt. His 
fortune is confumed. Diforder, confufion, 
and embarraflinent, mark his whole fitua- 
tion. Obferve in what lively colours the 
7 ftate 
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flate of his affaire is defcribed by Solomon. SERM,, 
/ ijoent by the field of the fiotbful, and by the ■ .' ■ 
vineyard of the man void of underjlandtng z 
And lo ! it isas all grown over ivitb thorns • 
and nettles had covered the face thereof; and^ 
the fione ivall thereof ixjas broken down. 
Then If aw and confidered it well : I looked 
upon itf and received inJlruSion *. In the 
midft, too, of thofe diftreffes which idle- 
nefs brings on its votaries, they muft fub- 
mit to innumerable morti6cations, which 
never fail to attend their fliameful condu^. 
They muft reck-on, on feeing themfclves 
contemned by the virtuous and wife, and 
flighted by the thriving part of mankind. 
They muft expe£t to be left behind by 
every competitor for rank or fortune. They 
will be obliged to humble themfelves be- 
fore perfons, now far their fuperiors in the 
world, whom, once, they would have dlt 
dained to acknowledge as their equals. ■' ■■ 
Is it in this manner, that a man lives to 
timfelf? Are thefe the advantages, which 

• Ptov. xxir. 30, 31, 31. 
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8ERM. were expeftdd to be found in the Up of 
■ ^' • eafe? The down may at firft have appeared 
foft: But it will foon be found to cover 
thorns innumerable, ffov; long 'w'fU tbou 
JieePf OJiuggardf When ta'tll tbm arife out. 
oftbyjieepf Tel a little Jleep; yet a lit tk 
JlamheTy a little fdldirtg of the bands to Jleep. 
Sojhall thy poverty come as one that travel^ 
Utbi and thy -want as an armed m^w *. — -— 
But this \% only i. fmall part of the evils 
which perfons of this deicription bring on 
^cmfelves : For, 

In the fecond placC^ while in this mani* 
fief they fhut the doot i^ainft every in^ 
ptovement, they Open it wide to the moft 
deftniQive vices and ftJHcis. The bur 
fli&n mind caiuibt remain always unetn*- 
ployed. Its paffions muft Iwve feme exeiv 
■eife. If we fupply them not with proper 
-employment, they are fure to ran loofe 
into riot and diforder. "While we are un- 
occupied by what is good, evil is contimt? 

• Prov. xxh. 3j, 34. 

ally 
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iffly at hand ; and hence it ts faid in Scrip- S E R I* 
ture, that as foon as Satah found the boujh -. , j- ,a 
tmpty^ he took poffeiEon, and filled it with 
evil jpirits *. Every man who recolledis 
his condu£t, may be fatiafied, that hi4 
hours of idlenefs have always proved the 
hours moft dangerous to virtue. It Vvas 
then that criminal defuses arofe; guilty 
purfuits were fuggeftfed ; and defigns were 
formed, which, in their iffue, have dif- 
quieted and embittei'ed his whole life. If 
feafons of idlenefs be dangerous, what muft 
a continued habit of it prove ? Habitual 
indolence, by a filent and fecret progrefs, 
undermines every virtue in the foul. More 
violent paflions run their courfe, and ter- 
minate. They are like rapid torrents, which 
foam, and fwell, and bear down every ^ 
thing before them. Butafter having over- 
flowed theii: banks, their impetuofity fub- 
fides. They return, by degrees, into their 
natural channel ; and the damage which 
-they have done, can be repaired. Sloth is 

.* Matth. xi). 44. 

Uke 
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8SRM. like the flowly-flowiAg, putrid flream, 



IX. 



which ftagnates in the marlh, breeds veno* 
mous animals, and poifonous plants ; and 
infers with peftileatial vapours the whole 
country round it. Having once tainted 
the foul, it leaves no part of it found j and, 
at the fame time, gives not thofe alarms 
to confcience, which the eruptions of bolder 
and fiercer emotions often occafion. The 
difeafe which it brings ori, is creeping and 
infidious; and is, on that account, more 
certainly mortal. 

One conftant effe£t of idlenefs, is to hou- 
rifli the paffions, and, of courfe, to heighten 
cur demands for gratification ; while it 
unhappily withdraws from us the proper 
means of gratifying thefe demands. If the 
defires of the induftrious man be fet upon 
opulence or rank, upon the conveniencies 
, or the fplendour of life, he can accomplifh 
his defires, by methods which are fair and 
allowable. The idle man has the fame de- 
fires with the induftrious, but not the fame 
refources for compaffing his ends by ho- 
nourable means. He muft therefore turn 
himfelf 
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himfelf to feefc by fraud, or by violence, serm. 
■what he cannot fubmit to acquire by in- ^ -,- ■,/ 
duftry. Hence, the origin of ihofe multi- 
plied crimes to which idlenefs is daily giv- ■ 
ing birth in the world; and which con- 
tribute fo much to violate the order, and ' 
to difturb the peace, of fociety. — In gene- 
ral, the children of idlenefs may be rant- 
ed under two denominations or clafles of 
. men J both of whom may, toojuftly, be 
termed. The children of the devil. Either, 
incapable &f any effort, they are fuch as fink 
into abfolute meannefs of character, and 
contentedly wallow with the drunkard and 
debauchee, among the herd of the fcnfual ; 
until poverty overtake them, or djfeafe cut 
them off; Or, they are fuch as, retaining 
fbme remains of vigour, are impelled, b/' 
their paffioQs, to venture on a defperate at- 
tempt for retrieving their ruined fortunes. 
In this cafe, they employ the art of the 
fraudulent gamefter to enfnare the fin- 
wary. They iffue forth with the high- 
wayman to plunder on the road ; or with 
the thief and the robber, they infeft the 
city 
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SERM. city by night. From this clafs, our pri- 
^ ' _ j ferns are peopled ; and by them the fcaffold 
is furnifhed with thofe melancholy ad^no- 
nitions, which are fo often delivered from it 
to the crowd. Such are frequently the tra- 
gical, but well known, confequenccs of the 
vice agaioft which I now warn you. 

In the third, and laft place, how dan- 
gerous foever idlenefs may be to virtue, 
are there not pleafures, it may be faid, 
which attend it ? Is there not ground to 
plead, that it brings a releafe from the op- 
preflive cares of the world ; and fooths the 
mind with a gentle fatisfa£tion, which is 
not to be found amidft th^ toils of a bufy 

and adive life? 'This is an advantage' 

which, leaft of alt others, we admit it to 
poflefa. In behalf of ince£ant labour, no 
' man contends. Occafional releafe from toil, 
and indulgence of eafe, is what nature de- 
mands, and virtue allows. But what wc 
aflertis, that nothing is fo great an enemy 
Jo the lively and fpirited enjoyment of life, 
as. a rela^ced and indolent h»bit of mind. 
He 
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He who knows not what it is to labour, S E R M. 
knows not what it is to enjoy. The feli- . .^ ^^ 
dty of human- life, depends on the regular 
profecution of fome laudable purpofe or 
objeft, which keeps awake and enlivens all 
our powers. Our happinefs confifts in the 
purfiiit, much more than in the attainment, 
of any temporal good. Reft is agreeable ; 
but it is only from preceding labours, that 
reft acquires its true relifli. When the 
mind is fuffered to remain In continued 
inaction, all its powers decay. It foon lan- 
guilhes and fickens ; and the pleafurea 
which it propofed to obtain from reft, end 
in tedioufnefa and infipidity. To this, let 
that miferable fet of men bear witnefs, 
who, after fpending great part of their life 
in aftive induftry, have retired to what 
they fancied was to be a pleafing enjoy- 
ment of themfelves, in wealthy inaiiti- 
■vity, and profound repofe. Where they 
expefted to find an elyfium, they have 
found nothing but a dreary and com- 
fortlefs wafte. Their days have dragged 
on, in uniform languor; with the melan- 
choly 
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s E R M. choly remembrance often returning, of the 
,_ ^ , !_ . f cheerful hours they paffed, when they were 
engaged in the honed bufnieis and labours 
of the world. 

We appeal to every one who has the leaft 
knowledge or obfervation of life, whether 
the bufy, or the idl6, have the moft agree- 
able enjoyment of themfelves? Compare 
them in their families. Compare them 
in the focieties with which they mingle ; 
and remark, which of them difcover moft 
cheerfulnefs and gaietyj which poflefsthe 
moft regular flow of fpirits j whofe temper 
is moft equal j whofe good humour, moft 
unclouded. While the adive and diligent 
both enliven, and enjoy, fociety, the idle 
are not only a burden to themfelves, but a 
burden to thofc with whom they are con- 
nefled ; a nuifance to all whom they op- 
prefs with their company. On whom does 
time hang fo heavy, as on the ilothful and 
lazy ? To whom are the hours fo linger- 
ing ? Who are fo often devoured with 
fpleen, and obliged to fly to every expedi- 
ent which can help them to get rid of 
themfelves ? 
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ttiemfelves ? laftead of productilg ttanqtut- S ER M. 
iity, indolence produces a fretful reftlefi^ ■ ' y 
hefs of niind ; gives tiie to cravings which 
lire never fatisfied ; nourifhes a iickly efie-> 
lolnat^ ddlicacy, which fours and corniptt 
fevery pleafure^ 

ENOOtiH haa now been faid tb convince 
fevery thinking perfon, of the folly, the 
guilt, and the mifery, of an idle ftatei Let 
thefe admonitions ^r us up, to exert out- 
felves in our different occupations, Avith 
that virtuous activity which becomes men 
and Ghriftians. Let us arife from the bed 
of fioth ; diAnbute our time with attention 
and care; and in^)rove to advantage the 
Opportunities which Providence has beftow- 
cd. The material bufmefa in which our 
fevefal ftations engage usj may often prove " 
bot fufiicient to occupy the whole of our 
lime and attention. In the life even of 
bufy men, there are frequent intervals of 
(eifure. Let them take care, that into 
thefe, none of the vices of idlenefs creep. 
Let fome fecondary, fome fubfidiary em- 
. Vol. IIL O plbyment, 
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S B R M. ployment, of fair and laudable kind, be 
^„j^S^^ always at hand, to fill up thofe vacant fpaces 
of life, which too many affign, either to 
corrupting amufements, or to mere inac- 
tion. We ought never to foi^et, that en- 
tire idlenefs always borders, either on mi- 
fery, or on guilt. 

At the fame time, let the courfe of our. 
employments be ordered in fuch a manner, 
that in carrying them on, we may be alfo 
promoting our eternal intereft. "With the 
bufmefs of the world, let us properly in-: 
termix the exercifes of devotion. By reli- 
gious duties, and virtuous adtions, let us 
ftudy to prepare ourfelves for a better world,' 
In the midft of our labours for this life, it is 
never to be forgotten, that we muft Jirjl 
feek the kingdom of God^ and his rigbteouf- 
nefs ; and give diligence to make our calling and 
eleSioTifure. Otherwife, how aflive foever 
we may feem to be, our whole adlivity will 
prove only a laborious idlenefs : We fhall 
appear in the end, to have been bufy to no 
purpofe, or to a purpofe worfe than none. 
Then 



DiailizodbyGoOgle 



..On Meit^. 195 

Then only we fulfil the proper ctiara^er of s E R M. 
■ Chriftians, when we join that pious zeal . , , ^ .^ 
which becomes us as the fervants of God, 
with tbat induftry which is required'of us, 
as good members of fociety; when, ac- 
cording to the exhortation of the ApoiUc, 
we are found notjlotbful in hujinefsy and, at 
the fame ivmey fervent in J^irii^ ferv'tn^ the 
Lord*, 
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SERMON X. 

On the Sense of the Divine PrE8Ence. 



Psalm Ixxiii. 23. 
— — / am continually 'with thee ■' j ' > 

^ E R M. \fiT E live in a world which is full of the 
^, '_ , _f divine prefeoce and power. We 

behold every where around us the traces of 
that fupreme goodnefs, which enlivens and 
fnpports the univcrfe. Hay utteretb J^eecb 
of it to day; and night Jho-Wetb knowledge of 
it to night. Yet, furrounded as we are with 
the perfeftions of God, meeting him where- 
ever we go, and called upon by a thoufand 
objects, to confefs his prefence, it is both the 
misfortune and the crime of a great part 
of 
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of mankind, that tKey are ftrangers to Him s E R M. 
in whofe World they dwell. Occupied with ,_ ' , j 
Nothing but their purfuits of intereft and 
I^eafure, tliey pafs thfough this world, as 
though God were not thete. TTie virtUi- 
bus and rfiflefling, are particularly dilUn- 
guiihed from the giddy and diflblute, by 
that habitual fenfe of the divine prefenco 
which charadterifes the former. To theffli 
nothing appears void of God. They con- 
template his perfe^lions in the works of 
nature ; and they trace his Providence in 
the incidents of life. When retired from 
the world, he ofi^n employs their medita- 
tion. When engaged in a€lion, he alnay« 
isfluenpes their (jondu*^. Wherever a pious 
plan iSf or whatever he does, in the ftyle of 
(he text, he is continually •witfi God, 

The happy effed of this fentimept on 
the heart, \» fully difplayed in the context. 
We fee it allaying all the difquiet-whiclt 
tfiC Pfalmift, in the preceding vcrfes, de- 
scribes himfelf to have foffercd on account 
<tf the profpe^ity of the wickedt The firft 
yefleaion which reilored tranquillity to hi^ 
O 3 mind. 
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SERM. mind, was the remembrance of the pre- 
t^^_^,_, fence of God. Neverthelefsy J am continu- 
ally with thee ; tbou bqft bolden me by n»y. 
right band. He became fenfible, that what- 
ever diftrcffes the righteous might fuffer, 
for a time, they could not fail of being, 
compenfated in the end, by that Almighty 
ProteSor, whofe propitious prefence ever 
continued to furround them. Whereupoa 
follow thofe memorable expreflions of his 
truft and joy in God. "Thou Jhalt guide me 
foith thy counfel; and afterwards receive me 
to glory. Whom have J in heaven but 
thee ? and there is none upon earth I dejire, 
iefidef thee. . 

: .There are principally two effefls, which 
the fenfe of the divine prefence is fitted ,tO; 
produce upon men. One is, to reftrain 
them from vice ; the other, to encourage^ 
their virtue. Its operation, as a check up- 
on the fmner, is obvious. The perpetual, 
prefence of fo powerful and venerable a 
witnefs, is one of the moft awful confidera-* 
{ions which caa be addrelled to .the dif^^ 
,-■ • , - folute, 
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folute. It removes all the fecurity which S E R M. 
iecrecy can be fuppofed to give to crimes. ■,_ / „ j 
It aggravates the guilt of them, from be- 
ing committed in face of the Almighty; 
and has power to ftrike terror into the 
heart of the greateft criminal, in the midft 
of his mifdeeds. While this principle of 
religion thus checks and terrifies the fin- 
ner, it produces alfo another effed^ that of 
ftrengthening and comforting the good 
man, in the pra^ice of his duty. It is the 
influence of the divine prefence oh good 
men, which, in conftquence of the Pfalmift's ' 

fentiment, I purpofe to confider. To their 
charafler, it belongs to i>e' continually with 
God. I ihall endeavour to Ihow the high 
benefit and comfort which they derive froni 
fuch a habit of mind ; and (hall, for this 
end, firft confider their internal moral ftate; 
and next, view them as they are affefted by 
fcveral of the external accidents and fitua- 
tions of life. 

Let us begin with confidering them iii 

their -internal ftate. The belief of divine 

O 4 prefence 
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S E R M. prefence a^s upon them here, firft, as an 
\ -_'-.■ incitement to virtue. The prefenoe of ona 
whom we highly efteem and revere, of a, 
fovereign, for inftance, a father, or a friend^ 
whofe apprpbation we are folidtous to gain, 
is alvirays found to exalt the powers of men, 
to reime, an4 iniproye their behaviour. 
Hence^ it has been given as a rul? by an-^ 
pient moralifls, that, in order to excel in 
virtue, we Ihpiild propound to piu-felves 
^vat perfon of eniinent E^nd diilinguifhed 
-^orth ; apd ihould accuftqm ourTetves to 
9^1 ^s if he were fianding by, and behold-- 
ing us. To the efteem and approbatioq 
of their fellow-creatures, none are infen- 
fible. There are few who, in the confpi- 
9U0US p»rts of their life, when they know, 
the eyes of the pub^c to be fixed on them, 
^Q. not their part with propriety and de-^ 
corum. But what is the obfervation of tho 
public, what is the pr$fence of the greateft 
pr wifeft man on earth, to that prefence of 
the Divinity which conftantly furrounds 
ys ? The man who realifes to his min4 
|his aygufl: prefence, feels a conftant incen- 
tive 
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(ive for aicquitl'mg himfelf with dignity, S B R M. 
He views himfelf as placed on an illuf- , ' ^ 
triors theatre. To have the Almighty fof 
the fp«£tator and witnefe of his condud, 
is more to him than if the whole world 
were aflemjbled to pbferve him. Men judge, 
pften falfely^ always imperfeftly, of what 
paffes before them. Tbey are impofed on. 
by fpecious appearances ; and the artful 
carry away the praife which is due to the 
deferving. Even fuppofing them to judge 
fairly, we may want the opportunity of 
doing juftice to pur charaGer, by any pro- 
per difplay of it in the fight of the world. 
Our fituation may bury in obfcurity, thbfe 
talents and virtues which were intitled to 
command the higheft efteem. But he, ia 
whofe prefence the good man a^s, is both 
an impartial, and an unerring, judge of 
worth. No fallacious appearances impofe 
on him. No fecret virtue is hidden from 
Um. He is attentive equally to theihean- 
eft and the greateft ; and his approbation 
confers eternal rewards. The man, there- 
lore, who_^// the Lord always before him. 
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SERM. is prompted to excel m virtue by motives, 
\_^'. '_f whicli are peculiar to himfelf, and which 
engage, on the fide of duty, both honour 
and intereft. J have kept tby precepts^ and 
thy tefiimonies ; fgr all my ways are before 
tbee *.' 

' Supposing, however, his virtuous en- 

deavours to be faithful, many imperfec- 
tions will attend them. A faultlefs tenor 
of unblemiftied life, is beyond the reach of 
ihan. Paffions will fometimes overcome 
him ; and ambition or intereft, in an un- 
guarded hour, will turn him afide into 
evil. Hence, he will be aihamed of him- 
felf,' and difquieted by a fenfe of guilt and 
folly. In this ftate, to which we are often 
reduced by the weaknefs of human nature, 
the belief of God's continual prefence brings 
relief to the heart. It a£ted before as an 
animating principle. It now 2,0.% as a prin- 
ciple of comfort. In the midft of many 
imperfedions, a virtuous man appeals to, 
bis Divine witnefs, for the fincerity of his 

* P&lm cxix. |G8. 

intentions. 
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intentions. He can appeal to him who serm. 
knows his frame^ that in the general train ^ __^ J ^ 
of his condufl:, it is his ftudy to keep the 
law of God. 

Mere law, among men, is rigid and 
inflexible. As no human lawgiver can 
look into the hearts of bis fubjefts, he 
cannot, even though he were ever pre- 
fent with them, eftimate their charader 
exaflly. He can make no allowance for 
particular fituations. He muft prefcribe 
jhe fame termg to all whom he rules j and 
treat all alike, according to their outward 
adions. Birt every minute diverllty of 
charaifter, temper, and fituation, is known 
to God. It is not only from what his fer- 
vants do, but from what they feek to doj 
that he forms his judgment of them. He 
attends to all thofe circumftances which 
render the trial of their virtue, at any time, 
peculiarly hard. He hears the whifper of 
devotion as it rifes in the foul. He beholds 
the teat of contrition which falls io fecret. 
He fees the good intention ilruggling tn 
it$ birth; and purfues it, in its progrefs, 
through 
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SERM. through thofc various oljftacles which may 
^ ^ f prevent h from ripening into adioq. Good 
men, therefor^;, in their raoft humbled and 
dejeded Aate, draw fome confolation from 
|iis knowledge of their hpart, Though they 
may fometimes have erred from the righ? 
path, they pan loot up to him who is ever 
with them, and fay, as an apoftle, whd 
|iad grievoufly offended, once faid to his 
great Mafter, Lord, thou knowefi a(l things ; 
thou knoweft that I love thee *, 

Appealing thus to their omnifcient wltr 
fiefs, they are naturally foothed and encou- 
l^ged by the hope of his clemeqcy, At 
the fame time, it is the peculiar advantage 
of this feutiment of the divine prefeiTce, 
that it prevents fuch hope from flattering 
them too much, or rifmg into undue pre- 
fumption. For while it encourages, it tends 
alfo to humble, a pious man. If it ehcour 
rage him, by the refledipn on all his good 
difpofitions being known and attended to, 
by God, it humbles him, hy tjie remem- 

f John, 3pci. 17. 

braace, 



_ ,i,z<,i:,., Google 



X)h the Senjt of the £)wtiie Prefitt^f* 305 

farance, that bis fecret ftm alfo are ever iit S E R M. 
the light of the divine countenance. So that, \ , -^- ^1 
by dwelling under the fenfe of God being 4 

continually with us, we keep alive the pro^ 
per temper of a Chriftian in the foul ; hu- 
mility, without dejedion ; fear, mingJed with 
hope. We are cheered, without being lifted 
up. We feel ourfelves obnoxious to the all- 
obferving eye of juftice; but are comforted 
with the thoughts of that mercy which, 
through Jefus Ciuift, the Difcerner of all 
Hearts holds forth to the fincereand penitent. 
—Such are the blefled effet^ which this prin- 
ciple of religion produces upon the inward 
moral ftat$ 9f a good man. Let us now, 

Ih the fecond place, confider his exter- 
nal circumftances J and examine the in- 
fluence which the lame principle has upon 
his happineis, In feveral different lituatioos 
of life. , 

Let us firft view him in what the world 

(^U prol^rity; when his circumftances 

are «afy or afflueot* aad his life flows in % 

4 fmooth 
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I 
SERM. finooth untroubled ftream. Here, it might 
■1 be thought, that a fenfc of the divine pre- 

fence could operate upon him only, or 
chiefly, for promoting temperance, and re- 
ftraining the diforders incident to a profper- 
ous ftate. Valuable effedts, indeed, thefe 
arc ; and moft conducive to the true enjoy- 
ment of all that is agreeable in life. But 
though it, doubtleis, does exert this falu- 
tary influence, yet it flops not there. It 
not only preferves the virtue of a good man 
amidft the temptations of picafure, but it 
give^ to his profperity a fecurity, and a pe- 
culiar reKfh, which to others is unknown. 
• He who is without a fenfe of God upon 
his mind, beholds in human aflalrs nothing 
but a perpetual fluctuation, and viciilitude of 
events. He is furroundcd with unknown 
caufes, which may be working his deftruc- 
tion in fecret. He cannot avoid perceiving, 
that there hangs over him the irrefiftiblc 
arm of that Providence, whofe difpleafure 
he has done nothing to ftay or avert. But 
he who, in the day of profperity, dwells' 
with God, is delivered from thore-dlfquiet-^ 
I , . - . ing 
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mg alarms. He dwells as with a friend SERM/ 
and protefl:or, from whom he conceives his ^_ ' ;^- 
bleffings to proceed. He can appeal to him 
for the thankfulnefs with which he receives 
them-; and for his endeavours to employ 
them well. He trufts, that the God whom 
he ferves will not forfakc him ; that the 
goodnefs which he has already experienced, 
will continue to blefs him ; and though he 
believes himfelf not exempted from the 
changes of the world, yet, in the midfl: of 
thefe, he has ground to hope, that fources 
of comfort and happinefs ihall always be 
left open to him, 

■ Moreover, the pleafures of life, while 
they laft, are unfpeakably heightened by 
the prefence of that Benefa^or who he- 
ftows them. The pleafing emotion of gra- 
titude to the giver, mingles with the enjoy- 
ment of the gift. While to the mere world- 
ly man, the whole frame of nature is only 
a vail irregular fabric ; and the courfe of 
human affairs no more than a confufed fuc- 
ceffion of fortuitous events j all nature is 
beautified, and every agreeable incident is • 
I enlivened. 
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sekM. enlivened, to hidi who beholds God in att 
^.1 * • thipgs. Hence arife a variety of pleafing 
fenlations, to fill up thofe folitary hours, in 
which external profperity fuppUes him with 
no eiite^inment. In the fmiling fcenes of 
nature, he contemplates the benignity of 
its author. In its fublime obje^s, he ad- 
mires his majefty., In its awfal and ter-- 
rible ones, he adores bis power. He dwellr 
in this world as in a magnificent temple, 
which ip full of the glory of its founder ;. 
and every where v'livs nature offering up. 
its incenfe to him, from a thouland altars^ 
Such ideas exalt and ennoble the human 
mind ; and refle£t an addttionai luilre on 
the brightnefs of profperity. 

From the profperous, let us next turn to 
the aiBided condition of a good man. For, 
aa profperity may* afflitSioa certainly will^ 
at one tipie or other, be hia lot. It enters 
into the appointed trial of his virtue,; and, 
in one degree or other, is the doom of alL- 
Here we fhall find various fituations occur, 
in which no relief is &^aaX to what a vir- 
tnoM 
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hious and holy man derives iirom a fenfe erf* S K R M.: 
the perpetual prefence of God* ^ ._ ' __j 

Is he, for inftance, thrown into an ob- - 

fcure condition in the world, without friends 
to aflift him, or any to regard and confidef 
his ftate ! He enjoys the fatisfaaion of 
thinking, that though he may be neglected 
by mert, he ia not forgotten by God, In- 
confiderable as he is in himfelf, he knows, 
that he will not be overlooked by the Al- 
mighty, amidft the infinite variety of be- 
ing, or loft in the immenfity of his works. 
The poor man can, with as much en-' 
couragement as the rich or gi^eat, lift up 
his eyes to heaven, and fay, Nevertbtlefs^ O 
Lord^ lam continually with thet: Thou bold' 
eft me by my rigjjt band. The gracious pre- 
fence of that Supreme Being is aiTcAed by 
no diverfity of rank or fortune. ' It imparts 
itielf alike to all the Tirtuous and upright; 
like its glorious image, the fun in the £r- 
mamerit, which (beds its rays equally upon 
the humbk cottage, and upon tbt palace of 
kings. In the preienae of the great Lord 
of hiavba and earth, all the difiinflions 

Vot. m. P which 
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' s E R M. which vanity has contrived to make among^ 
t_ , '„ _f men, totally difappear. All ranks are on one 
level. The rich and the poor here indeed 
meet together ; without any other diftindion 
than what arifes from the heart and the foul. 
The fenfe of this, lifts the poor man above 
contempt; fupports his fpirits when apt to 
be dejei^ed J and beilows dignity on the 
part which he a^a. How inconfiderable 
foever that part may appear in the efiima- 
tion of an injudicious world, it is ennobled, 
' when virtuoafly performed, by the appro- 

bation of his divine witnefs. He can b«ar 
•with indifference the fcoin of the proud, 
as long as he knows, that there is one 
higher than the higheft to regard' him. 
He can enjoy himfelf with pleafiire in 
his mean habitation, becaufe he belieVe» 
that God dwetts with him there. The 
Divine prefence cheers to "him the moft 
lonely retreatt It accompanies his ilepsto 
the moft diAant regions of the earth. If 
he fiiould be ' driven into exile from all his 
friends, and obliged to dwell in the tdter- 
moft fartt oftbefea, even there God's band^ 
would 
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would bold him, and bis rigbt band 'wotdd S E R M. 
guide bim. Though left without compa- i_ / .y 
nion or friend, he never thinks hlmfelf de- 
folate, as long as he can fay, I am^ill with 
God, 

But though railed abovt obfcurity or 
poverty, yet, in any fituaticm of fortune, 
calumny and reproach may be the lot of the 
fervant of God. His good intentions may - 
be mifcoaftrued j his chara^er unjuftly 
traduced ; and, to the open reviling of ene- 
rajies, the more bitter unkindnefs of.friends 
may fometimes be joined. In this fitua* 
tioB, when wounded in fpirlt, and, per-^ 
haps, unable to make his innocence ai^ear, 
to "whom fliall he have recourfe for defence, 
to wh'oori make his lafi, appeal, but to that 
God who is ever prefent with him, and 
who knoweth his heart ? How frequent-, 
ly, amidft the injuftice. and oppreffion of 
the world, has diftrefled innoo0n$e had no 
other reKef but this? " God is, my: Wit- 
" nefs. God is my avenger. He hath feen 
** it; and he will repay," A good con- 

■:.\^ » Pa , fcience, 
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' feience, it is true, is, (^ itielf, la powoitil 
, Aipport. But God is Lord of the coo^ 
fcience ; and it is only when conne&ed 
with a fenfe of Diviae prefence and appro* 
bation^ that a good confcience becomes a 
fte^y pfinciple of fortitude iu the mind, 
tinder all difcour^igemehts. Hence, a vir- 
tuous inan poHefles a high degree of inde-' 
pendenc6, both on the praife^ and on th& 
cen&re of the worM. It is enough to him, 
if, when undergoing the fame repn>acfaea 
which Job furred froOi his miftaken 
iiriend^ he can fay with him« Bebbld ftr/ 
imtfufi it in heaven^ and my neari is on 
b^b *. H« affi^ds not to divulge his gttod 
' deeds to the world. He is without coa« 
cera whether the world be acquainted with 
them, or not. He knowctth, that his father 
udl?ich b in biaven feeth injecretf and that 
bis prayers and bis alms eaine np in gratefbl 
tntmorial be/ore bifn. With me^ it u ajmaif 
thing tsie judged- of yeu^ or of fneiCs ju^- 
ittent ; be tbatju^etb me is the Lord f. Ht 

* Job, xvb 19V > t Cof. ir.'jv. 4* - 

\% fbaU 
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Jball bring forth my rigbteoufneftf at laft, at SB R M. > 
fbe light, and my judgJhent as the noon day. • -,' , j 
In this confcioufnefs of integrity, he lookjS 
<down-with indifTerence, as from, a fuperior 
ftation, upon the haiih ceofures of a giddy 
Mtid ignorant world. The fenfe of being 
continually with God diffiifes over his foul 
a holy calm, which unjuft reproach cannot 
flifttjrb. In the pretence of that auguft and 
venerable witnefs, all the- noife and cla- 
mours of men, like the murmunngs of » 
4iftant ftorm^ die awa^. 

' Lastly, Suppofing the charaSer of a 
good man to be untainted by reproach, 
fuppofing alfo his external fituation to be 
opulent or diftinguifhcd ; many, notwith- 
ftanding, and ieyere, arc the diftrcfle* to 
which he may be expofed. Secret griefe 
may be preying upon him ; and his heart 
left to feed in fiience on its own bitternefs,. 
He may labour under fore difeafe, and dif- 
cern his earthly frame gradually moulder-r- 
ing into duft. He may be deprived of thofe 
friends and relatives who bad beisn the, 
P 3 cU4 
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■SE'RM. chief comforts of his ftate,; or may ^)^ 
'L L .r- ^ -mj obliged to prepare himfelf for taking fare- 
wel of them for ever. In the midft of thefc 
various aiHiding fcenes of human life, no 
confolation can be more powerful than what 
arifes from the prefence of a divine pro- 
teflor and guardian, to whom our cafe, 
with all its forrows, is perfeflly known. 
To him^ fays the Pfalraift, / poured out my 
complaint, I Jhowed before him my' trouble. 
J looked on my right band and viewed; but 
behold there "was no man -who cared fer my 
foul. Ifaid unto thee^ Lord, thou art my 
refuge. When my Jpirit mas overwhelmed 
within me, then thou knewejl my path *. 

We all know, that to communicate our 
grief to a faitliful friend, often gives eafe 
and relief to the burdened heart. Such com- 
munication we are encouraged to make, ^nd 
fuch relief we may expeft to find, in pour- 
ing out our heart before fhat God in vohom 
csmpafftons flow. We may have no earthly 
friend to whom we can with full cpnfi- 

* PlUtn cx1h..z, 3, 4. 

^encf 
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dence difclofe aH our forrows ; or we may S E R M. 
want words in which to exprefs them. But \_, „y ./ 
God is the fearcher of all hearts ; and the 
hearer of all prayers. To the fecret an- 
guifh of the foul, he is no inattentive 'Wit- 
nefs. Every groan which is heaved from the 
labouring bofom, thqugh heard by no hu- 
man ear, reaches hi« throne. As he knows 
liurframey fo he remembers we are duji ; and 
thence iight arifes to the upright in dark' 
nefs. For the hope naturally fprings, that 
"this beneficent being will pity them, as a 
father pitieth bis ebUdren ; and in the midft 
- cf thofe diftrefles which the prefent cir- \ 
cumftance« of man render unavoidaUe, 
■v/\\\ fend them help from bis fanStuary. Sur- 
rounded with this compaflionate prefence 
of the Almighty, good men never view 
themfelves as left in this vale of tears, to 
bear, folitary and alone, the whole weight 
of human woe. In their dark, as well as 
in their brighter hours, God is with them. 
Even in that valley of the fhadow of death, 
where no friend, no comforter, can go 
along to aid them, he is with them ftill. In 
P 4 the 
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S E R M. the laft extremity of nature, tbe rod and Ji^ 

y , -^'. , _. ^ the Shepherd of Ifrael fupport tbem. 

Thus I have fliown, though in an im- 
perfect manner, what benefits holy men 
derive from a habitual fenfe of the divine 
prefence. It animates and flrengthens their 
virtue. It enlivens and brightens their 
profperity. Under various forms of adver- 
fity, it affords them confolation and relief.—^ 
Such confiderations, undoubtedly, fonn a 
ftrong argument in favour of a devout fpi- 
lit, and a virtuous life. But they are confi* 
derations which may, probably, be regarded 
fey fome, as ideal and vifionary ; requiring 
aid from a heated, or an enthufiaftic, fancy, 
in order to give them force. I readily ad- 
mit, that amidH the hurry and turbulence 
of the world, it may be difficult to bring 
thefe religious fentiments as fully into 
view, as is necetfary for their making a 
juft impreffion on the foul. This requires 
the effort of an intelligent and feeling 
mind ; and therefore cannot be expefted 
to be commonly found* To the unrefleA- 
ing 
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ing crowd, nothing appears real, but what S E R M. 
IS cxpofed to fenfe. What is invifible, it ._ ^' 1 | 
the fame to them, as if it had no ^iftcnce. 
But by the groflhefs of their own concep- 
tions, they have no title to meafure thofe of 
others. While they affeft to treat all con- 
liderations taken from the fenfe of the di- 
vine prefence, as vifionary and enthufiaf- 
tic, it can, on the contrary, be clearly 
fhown, that they are founded on the mofl 
certain and unqueflionable principles of 
reafon. They eflentially belong not to re- 
vealed only, but to natural, religion. Their 
reality can be denied by none, but thofe 
who deny that God exifts, or that he go- 
vfpns the world. For, if he cxift, he muft 
undoubtedly pervade and infpefl: the world 
which he governs. He muft know what 
is going on throughout his own univerfe; 
and efpccially muft know what patTes with- 
in the hearts which he has made, and of 
which he is to judge. To be every where 
prefent, is the attribute of his nature, 
which, of all others, is the moft neceftary 
to his adminiftration of the univerfe. This, 
accord- 
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2i8 On the Scufe of the Divim Prefence. 

SERM. accordingly, is an attribute which all reli- 
y_ ' , gions have afcribed to him. All nations . 
havebelieved ip it. All focieties appeal to 
it, in the folemnities of an oath, by which 
they determine controverfies. This attri- 
bute being once adn»itted to belong to the 
Deity, the confequences which I have de- 
duced from it, plainly and naturally fol- 
low : And every good man has ground to 
fay, LorJj I am cotiiinualfy with thee. 
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SERMON Xr. 
On Patmence. 



Luke, xxi. 19. 
Jtt your Patience poffeft ye your fouls, 

Tl^Y. pojfejjion of our fouls is a very em- SERM. 
phatical expreflion. It defcribes that ^ ' j 
ftate in which a man has both the full 
command, and the undifturbed enjoyment, 
of himfelf ; in oppoHtion to his undergo- 
ing feme inward agitation which difeom- 
pofes his powers. Upon the leaft reflec- 
tion, it muft appear, how eflential fuch a 
ftate of mind is to happinefs. He only ^ 

who thus poffejfes bis foul is capable of pof- 
feffing any other thing with advantage; 
j»Dd in order to attain and preferre this 
4 fetf- - 
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SERM. felf-pofleffion, the moft importaDt fequifite* 
v^ -^' ._ , is, the habitual exercile of patience. 

I know that patience is apt to be ranked 
by many, among the more humble and 
cbfcure virtues j belonging chiefly to thofe 
who groan on a fick-bed, or who languifh in 
a prifon. If their fituation be, happily, of 
^ different kind, they imagine that there is 
no occafion for the difcipUne of patience 
being preached to them. But I hope to 
make it appear, that, in every circumftanco 
of Kfe, no virtue is more important, both 
to duty and to happinefs ; or more requi-!- - 
fite few forming a manly and worthy cha- 
raSer. It is not confined to a fituation of 
continued^adverfity. It principally, indeed, 
regards the difagreeable ciccumflances which 
are apt to occur. But, in our prefent ilate, 
the occurrence of thefe is fo frequent, 
that, in every condition of life, pati- 
ence is incefiantly called forth. Profpe- 
rity cannot be enjoyed, any more than 
adverfity fupported, without it. It rouft 
enter into the" temper, and form the ha- 
bit of the foul, if w^ would pafs through 
the 
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(he -vforld with tranqaillitf and honour. SERM; 
What I purpofe is, to point out fome erf" ■_ , ^ '-.^ 
the chief occafiona on which patience is re- 
quired ; and to recommend and ^ enforce 
the exercife of-it, in or^^ to our poffe^tig 
ourfittUi 

I. PA^iEiffCE under provocations. The 
wide drcle of human fociefy is diverfifirf 
by an endlefs variety of charaGers, difpo- 
fitions, and paffions. Uniformity is, in nxi 
refpeft, the genius of the world. Every 
man is marked by fome peculiarity whtch 
diftinguifties him from another: and ntir 
*hete can two individuals be found who 
are wsaQIy,- and in all refpeOsj alike. 
Where fo much diverfity obtains, it ca»- 
not htft happen, that, in the intefconrfe 
wiUch trieh are- obliged to maintain, theif 
tempers fliall often be -HI adjufted to that 
ititercdutfe; ihall jaf, &nd interifiei^ ttrlth 
each: other. -Heacfe, in «T«ry ftatsoo, th« 
highbfliaB.well as the l&weft, and in «ver^ 
cionditibn;of Hf^, public^ private, and dooie-' 
itio, occafioasof 4rmatliiisf»queatly arife. 
We 
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423 On Patience, 

SERM. We are provoked, fometimes, by the fc^Ijn 

y , ' , _f and levity of thofe with whom we are con- 
neded ; fometlmes, by their indiiTerence or 
negled ; by the incivility of a friend, th« 
haughtinefs of a fuperior, or the infoleot 
behaviour of one in lower Aation. Hardly 
a day pafles, without fomewhat or other oc- 
curring, which ferves to ruffle the man' of 
impatient fpirit. Of courfe, fuch a man 
lives in a continual ftorm. He knows not 
what it is to enjoy a train of good humour. 
Servants, neighbours, friends, Ipoufe, and 
children, all, through the unreftrained vio- 
lence of his temper, become fources of di- 
^urbance and vexation to him. In vata 
is affluence ; in vain are health and proipe-^ 
i:ity. The leaft trifle is fufiicient to dil^ 
compofe his mind, and poifon his pleafures. 
His very amufements are mixed with tur- 
bulence and pallion. 

I would befeech this man to confider, of 
whfit fmall momeot the provocations which 
he receives, or at leaft imagines himfdf to. 
receive, are really in themfelves ; biit of 
what great moment he makes them, by 
fufiering 
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fufifeting them to deprive him of the pof- 
r^on of himfelf. I would befeech him. 
to conOder, how many' hours of happineis 
he throws away, which a little more pa- ■ 
tience would allow him to enjoy j and hqw 
much he puts it in the power of the moft 
infignificant perfons to render him mife- 
rable. ** But who can expe£t," we hear him 
exclaim, " that he is to poflefs the infeijfi- 
•' bility of a ftone ? How is it poffible for 
" human nature to endure fo many re- 
" peafed provocations? or to bear calmly 
*' with fuch unreafonable behaviour?"— 
My brother ! if you can bear with no in- 
ftarices of unreafonable behaviour, with- 
draw yourlelf from the world. You are 
no longer fit to live in it. Leave the in-, 
tercourfe of men. Retreat to the moun- 
tain, and the defert ; or fhut yourfelf up 
ip a cell. For here, in the midft of fo- 
ciety, offences muji come. You might as well ■ 
expert, when you beheld a calm, atmo-' 
iphere, and a clear iky,' that no clouds were : 
ever to rife, and no winds to blow, as thati 
your lift was. long to proceed, without re-- 
ceiving 
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424 ^* Paiiente. 

6 E R M. ceiving provocations from human fraHty* 
■II ^ ' _, The carelefs and the imprudent, the giddy 
and the fickle, the ungrateful and the in-' 
terefted, every where meet us. They are 
the briars and the thorns, with which the 
paths of human life are befet. He only 
who can hold his courfe among them with 
patience and equanimity, he Who is pre- 
pared to bear what he mufk expedt to hap- 
pen, is worthy of the name of a man. 

Did you only preferve yourfelf compo- 
fed for a moment, you would perceive the 
infignificancy of moft of thcfe provocations 
which you magnify fo highly. When a few 
funs more have rolled over your head, the 
^ ftorm will have, of itfelf, fubfided ; the caufe 
of your prefent impatience and difturbance 
will be iitterly forgotten. Can you not, then, 
anticipate this hour of calmnefs to your- 
felf; and begin to enjoy the peace which 
it will certainly bring? If others have be- 
haved improperly, leave them to their own 
folly, without becoming the viflim of their 
caprice, and punifliing yourfelf on their 

atiount, Pattenee, in thbwcercife of it,! 

cannot 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



On PaHatct. 42^ 

cannot "be foo . much ftudied by all vbQ S E It M. 

wifli their life to flow in a fmooth ftream. >_ , i^, '^ 
It is the reafon of a man, in oppofiticm to 
the pailion of a child. It is the enjojineut 
of peace, ia oppofition to uproar and poa- 
fiiflon. He that hath no rule over bis fiviri. 
^irity is Me a city that is broken downy and 
without "walls *. — ^The next important excr- 
cife of patience is, 

II. Patience utider difdppointmentih 
Thefe v(i\\ often happen to the beft and 
vifeft men ; fometimes, to the wifeft and 
beft concerted plans. They may happen, 
too, not through any imprudence of thofe 
who have devifed the plan, not even 
through the malice or ill defign of others; 
but merely in confequence of fome of thofc 
crofs incidents of life which could not be 
. forefeen. On fuch occafions, perfona of a 
warm and fanguine temper are prefently in 
a ferment. They had formed their hppes, 
as they think, upon the jufteft grounds. 

• Prov. wtv. z8. 

VojL. in. CL ' . They 
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S£RM. Thvf had waited long for fuccefs ; and 
1 .1 J - borne with many .delays. But v/heu their 
defigns ar^ brought to (b unexpeded an 
iffue ; when, without any fauk of their 
ewn, they find their hopes finally blafted, 
All {jQtieuco forfakes them ; they no longer 
pofiels their fouls ; the moft pafiionate ex- 
clamatioas break forth. ** To whom, ex- 
** cept to them, could fuch a difappoint- 
" ment have happened ? Since the creation 
** of the world, was fiich a combination of 
" difaftrous incidents ever beheld f Why . 
•* are they doomed to be fo unfbrtunat* 
** beyond all others ?"— ^Alas ! how un- 
fkilfully have you calculated th« courfe <^ 
human events ? How rafhly and prefump- 
tupufly had you trufted lo fuccefs ? To 
whom was it ever given, to guard againft 
all the viciffitudes, which the fluftuating 
faJhioH of tbf world is inceflantly bringing 
about ? If one friend, to whom you locked 
! up, has died, or another has loft his in- 

fluence and power ; if the opinion of the 
public is changed, and its favour has been 
withdrawn ; if fome miftakes have occuir- 
6 ' • red 
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fed' to letfsh (begood-wiU of 'a patron on sfiRM. 
whon? you,dep<iid6dj if, through the con- ^^ ^^ ^ 
©arrehde (rf tb^e, or iuch Jike circum- 
ftaoces, a morf fortnnate-rivftl lias prevaiW 
ed agaixtft yom ; what is there in all thi9> 
that di&rs from tljc ordinary lot of raant 
Are vrenbt, raich in 1^ turn, 'doomed ta 
experience the uncertainty of vrorldly pur-* 
fiiits? .WJaiy, then.'aggravate our misfor- 
tunes bij' theinnifeafonable violence of -an 
ipipai;ie^Qt^rit^ V our deftgW hive fell- 
ed ' throi^gb raftii^ft' ok miftohdudt, .let 
UB.jWamie pufftlvfs.. If they haVe fouled 
through -eircumflijinces which we could not 
preveOt* let us fubmit to the fate of man ; 
and wait, with patience; till a more favour- 
able oj^ortunity fliali occur of regaining 
fuccefs. 

Meanw^hile, let ijs turn to the other fide 
«rf the profpeiS j and calmly confider hpw 
dubious it was, whether the fuccefs which 
vfe longed for, would have proved a blef- 
{iDg. . Who kaowetb what it good for m&n 
in tins life ? Perhaps, the accompliflimtnt 
of our djefigns might have been pregnant 
0^2 with 
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&& R fcL with- mifery. . Perhaps, from our prcftnt 
^- ^-^ difappointment, future profpeiity may rife. 
Of fuch unlooked-for iflues, we all know 
there have been many examples. Who can 
tell, whether our cafe may not add one to the 
number? — ^At any rate, let us recollect, 
that there is a Supreme Ruler, who difpofes 
of the affairs of men ; under whom, all 
fecond caufes work only as fubordinate 
agents. Looking up to that irrefiftible arm 
which is ftretched over our heads, let us 
be calm ; let us fubmit and adore. Either 
to ttefpair, or to rage,- under difappoint- 
ments, is fmful. By the former, we injure 
ourfelves. By the latter, we infult Provi- 
dence, and provoke its difpleafure to con- 
tinue. To pojfefs our fouls in patience is, at 
once, our wifdom as men, and our duty 
as Chriftians. The benefits of this virtue 
are fo often reaped in this world, that 
good policy alone would recommend it to 
every thinking man. Difappointments de- 
range, and overcome, vulgar minds. The 
patient and the wife, by a proper improve- 
jnent, frequently make them contribute to 
2 their 
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tbelr high advantagc-^Let me next recom- 8 b R M. 
ffltend, w^v^W 

ni. Patience under rteftraints. Nu- v 
merous are the reftraints Impofed on us, by 
the nature of the human condition. To 
the reftrunts of authority and law, alt 
muft fubmit. The reftramts of education 
and difcipline lie on the young. Confi- 
derations of health' rellrain the indulgence 
of pleaTure. Attentions to fortune reftrain 
expence. Regard to friends, whom we 
ire bound to pleafe ; refpeA to eftabliihed 
cuftoms, and to the opinions of fociety,, 
Impofe reHratnts on our general behaviour. 
There is no man^ in any rank of life, who 
b always at liberty to ad according as he 
Would inclined In fome quarter or other, 
he is limited by circumftances, that either 
aSually confine, or that ought at lea^ ^Q 
tonfine and reftrain him. 
■ Thefe reftraints, the impatient are apt to 
fcorn. They will needs burfl the barriers 
which reafon had erected, or thdr fitua- 
tion had formed ; and without regard to 
"' (^^ Goofe* 
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SSRHr coafequsoces^ give free f^c^ to their pr^ 
■1^ .^' i ■ fent wifli. Hence, many dangerous es;- 
ceffes flow ; much confufion and mifery 
are produced in human life. H^d iqen 
the paiiepce to fubmit to -thev" condition, 
^nd to \vait till it ihould allpw them a. 
freer indulgence of theii; defire^, they 
might,, in a Hiort time, obtain: the power 
gf gratifying them wjjh fafety. If tiie. 
young, for uiftaace, would undergo^ ^i^ 
patience, the labours of education^ tbey, 
would rife, at a proper period, to honours, 
liches, or eafe. If the in5rm waid4, with 
patience, bear the regulatloos, which tfaeie 
conflitution demands^ they might regai^i 
the comf«its of health. If perfons of ftraitr' 
ened fortune had patience to con>£brm thenv 
felve^^ t9^ their circumftances, ftnd to abridga 
iheir pl^furefi, they might, by degrees, iui,'' 
{trqxe :and advance theiF iiate. Wherea^ 
by eagemefs of temper, and, ^teipitap^^y 
of indulgence, tb«y forfeit all tbff advan- 
j|ages. which patience would have pr»* 
cured'; aad incur the oppt^ite 6vil& to their 
full extent. 

In 
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\» the prefent .{Ute of htrioati affairs) SERXiC 
ao leflbn ia more »ec^fi»Ty.to b^rltanned ,_, ^^ 
by all, to .be iodulcatfcd on the young^-i-ftoii 
to be praaifed bjr (he.Olii, thdn .tteit-rof 
patwnt fubmifiion tb neaeifity^,; For.tttatder 
the tow of n^ceilrtyj We are all ioevitfdbly 
pkotfdi No maa ^j.:(}r.cah be, alijpays.im 
owa»after. , We are obliged^ ifi a ttoit- 
iikntf cafes, to fubnilaod obi^r ITfae'tltP- 
ctplip's. of patience ^K^ferves qxv. minds 
e^J-y by tonforfiftipg. thtfm to our ftitteV .Sty 
the impetiiofky of an impatient and ^ tin- ' 
fubfloktiog temper, «e fight ^ainft aa 
ddcopquerable po.w0r; and aggravate the 
evils ^« itluft endurer-p-Another important 
exete^fe of the virtue concerning whic^ wq 
difcourfe, is, . 

IV, Patience under r injuries and , 
wr<mg9. To tl^fe, amidft the prefent con- , 
foTton of the world,- aU are CTtpofed. No 
fiation is fo high, no power fo great, n^ 
charader fo unblemiihed, as to exempt 
men from being attacked by raflinefs, ma- 
licey or envy. To behave under fuch aC^ 
Q_4 tacks 
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**^**- t^cfcs with due patience an4 moderation, is, 
Vi.i^'._j it muft be confefled, one of the moft trying^ 
txerd&s of virtue;^ — But, in order to pre- 
vent miftakes on this fubjed, it is nectihry 
to obferve, that a tame fubmiflion to wrongs 
is not required by religion. We are, by no 
means, to ima^ne, that religion tends to 
extiAgnifh the fenfe of honour, or to fup- 
prefs the exertion oS a manly fpirit. - It is 
under afalfe apprehension of this kind, that 
Chrillian patience is fometimes ftigmatiled 
in difcourie as no other than a different name 
for cowardice. On the contrary, every man 
'oi virtue ought to feel what is du^e to his 
chara^er, and to fuppOTt properly his own 
rights. Rcfentment of wrong, is an ufeful 
principle in human nature ; and for the wifeft 
purpofes, was implanted Jn our fraine. It is 
the neceflary guard of private rights ; and the 
greatreftrainton theinfolenceofthevioleiit, 
who, if no refiftance were made, would 
^ trample on the gentle and peaceable. 

Refentment, however, if not kept within 

due bounds, is in hazard of ri^ng if)(p 

fierce and cruel revenge. It is the office of 

patience, 
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patience, to temper refentmeht by rcafon. SE R u. 
In this view, it is moft properly defcribed in . '^j 
^ttdAfhy^vaztC^poffeJing his foul; ading 
the part which felf-defence, which juftice, at 
honour, require him to a£l, without beitig 
\ranfporred out of himfelf by the vch&i 
ijience q£ anger; or'lriiifting on fiieh deJ' 
grees of feparatioa as bear ho proportion 
to the wrong that he has fuffered. What 
proportion,, for inftance, is there between 
the life of a man; and an aiFront received 
by fome.rafli expfeffion in converfatiorii 
«;hich'the wife would have flighted; and 
■whiphj in thecDurfe of-a few weeks, "Wotrfjl 
fedve be«n forgotten by every one? H6# 
fentaftic, then, how unjuftifiable, are Ihdfe 
luppofed laws of inodem honour, :whic& 
for fuch an afiront, require no' lefs repafs- 
tion than the death of a fellow-creature "^ 
and which, to obtain this reparation, re- 
quire a man to endanger his own life? 
Laws, which as they have no foundation 
in reafon, never received the leaft fandion 
from any. of the wife and poliiked nations 
of 
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SERii. of aatlqiiitj f but were ,4<vU^d ia th« 
> J ■ dafkeft ages of ths .world, and are derived 
to u& from the fert)!6^9u» ^^barit; df 'Goti^ 
manoi^ra. 

Nothing is fo jncodfiftfint with- felf^ 
pofiejIHon as violent apgisr. k ovei^werf 
reafon; confouods pur ideE^}..dIjk>rt$thf 
app«iM^ance,. and bUckeins the ^okuir, of 
pvifVf objed:. Jiy Gh«. ftfirfv whieb it f aiie^ 
VHthio, and by thctjqik^hie^ wbitib it oc- 
cafipns without, it generally l^i^.O(i (h« 
pa{&9nate and reviengeful ibBP, gj'eatet 
(mfrry than he cdn bring Ph 1»? «rietiiy, 
Jfetience dllays this ds&mOJSK tempeftv ^ 
ffi^Mng room. for th6 return- of ' ealtn anid 
|bb«r thought. It fu^endt OMbjowlwiutA 
feidd«i refaitifceiat 1va» ready to infiia. -ft 
4^pofes OS to attend to the alleviatibg ; eif- 
cumftances, which may W ^iicpyefed i» 
the midft. of the wrongs we fuppode our- 
felves to have fuffered-^ Henee it natu- 
rally indifies us to the .moderate and gentle 
iide; and while it allows all proper mea^ 
furei to be taken, both for fafety, and for 
juft 
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jull redrefa, it makes way for retvnnizig sbrm* 
peace. WltUout fome degree of patience •^.'_i 
^exc\kd under iDJunes, hu^f^a life would 
be rendered a flate of pc;ifp9tual hoftility ;. 
offences and retaliations yrould fueceed to <« 
one another iivendlefs train j and the world, 
would become a field ,0^ blood.— It now 
remains to recommend^ 

V. Patience under adverfity and af- 
fli^^ton. • This is the moll common fenfe 
in which this virtue is underftood j as it 
refpe^ls difeafe, poverty, old age, lofs c£ 
friends, and the other calamities which arc 
incident to human life. Though a man live 
taaay years^ and rejoice in them allj yet let 
him. remember the days of darknefsy for thty 
Jhall be m.any*. The various duties tq 
wlych. patience^ under this view, g^ves rife, 
aSprd a ^rga: fubjed to dilcourfe than X 
am at prefent to purfiie. In general, there 
are two chief exercifes of patience under 
adverfity ; one refpeding God, and another 
reipefting men. 

• EccieT. jd. t. 

Patience, 
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SERM. Patience, with refpeaw God, muft, in 
L._^^ in the days of trouble, fuppreft the rifings 
of a muririuriog and rebellious fpjrit. It 
muft appear in that calm refignation to the 
will of Heaven, which is expreflcd in thofe 
pious fcntimcnis of ancient good men : 
I'lvas dumb ; loptHtd not my mo^hy becaufe 
tbou Sdji it. It is tie Lord, let him do what 
feemctb good in bis eyes. Shall ijoe receive 
mod at the band of the Lord, andJhaUive 
not receive evil alfo ? This is loyalty to the 
great Governor of the univcrfe. This is 
that reverence which fo well becomes crea- 
tures who know they are dependent, and 
who muft confefs themfelves to be finful. 
iSiich a fpirit'is 6tted to attract the favour 
of Heaven ; and to bring the fevere vifita- 
tion fooner to a clofe, Whereas the ftub- 
born and impatient, who fiibnrit not them- 
felves to the decrees of the Moft High, rc" 
quire to be humbled and fubdued by a 
continuance of chaftifement. 

Patience In adverfity, with refpeft to 

men, muft appear by the compofure and 

tranquillity of our behaviour. The loud 

complaint. 
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totnpTunt, the querulous temper, and fret- s E R U. 
fill fpirit, difgrace every chara^er. They y . , ^ i „ ,/ 
fhow a mind that is unmanned by mtsfor- 
tunes. We weaken thereby the fympathy 
of others ; and eftrange them from the of-^ 
fices of kindaefs and comfort. The exer- 
tions of pity will be feeble, when it is 
mingled with contempt. At the fame time, 
by-thus Weakly yielding to adverfity, we 
allow iu weight to bear us down with 
double prefiiire. Patience, by preferving 
compofure within, reliflis the impreffion 
which trouble makes from without. By 
leaving the mind open to every confdation, 
it naturally tends to alleviate our burden^ 

- To maintain a fteady and unbroken 

mind, amldft all th.e fhocks of th^ world, 
forms the higheft honour of a man. Pa- 
tience, on ftich occafions, rifes to. magna- 
nimity. It ihows a great and noble mind^ 
wl^ch is able to reft on itlelf, on God, and 
a good confcience ; which ^an enjOy itfelf 
amidft .all evils; and would lather endure 
the greateft hardfhips, than fubmit to what 
was dilhonourable, in order'to obtain re- 
lief. 
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8£ftM. Ue£ IIjV ffves proof of a flreiigth dntt 
s ^'^ is derived from Heaven. It is a beam 'of 
the Immortat Light, fkining on the heart* 
Such patience, is the moft complete tnumph 
of reli^OQ aad virtue ; and accordingly it 
^ has ever £hanuSeri&d thofe whoTe names 
hare been tranfmitted with honour to po^ 
fteritj. It hi^ ennoMed the hero, the faint, 
and the martyr. We are troubled on every 
fide^ yet not difirejed; we are ferpieiced, hut 
ng( in dejpair ; perfecuted, bxt <jiot fcrfaiien ; 
(^ dototty but not dejiroyed'^.l 

Thus I have traced Patience through 
feveral of its mofl important operations in 
di&rent circumAances of Jife ; under pro- 
vocations { under difappoiatments ; under 
reftraints ; under injuries ; and under af- 
fii^ions. We now fee, that it is a virtue 
(>f unirerfal ufe. No man, in anycondi-r 
tion, can pafs his days with tolerable com* 
fort who has not learned to pradife it. 
His ^ofperity will be contiaaally difturb- 

• a Cor. iv. 8, g. 
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ed; and his adverHl^ will be doudod with SERMy 
double darkoefs. He will be uaeafj aad ^., ^-' .j 
trouttcforae to all -with whom he is c<hi- 
neaed; and will be more troubUfom* 
to hirafttf than to any other.— —Let me 
particularly advife thd!e who wifli to cul- 
tivate fo neceffary a virtue, to begin their 
estivation (£ it, on occaTusns when fmall 
oflSuicas qnd provocations arife. & is a 
great, but coTnindnj' error to imagine, tfant 
we are at liberty to give loofe rein« to tem- 
per, among the trivial, occurrences of Uiis. 
Np eKcu£e £ar irritation and impatt«iQe ci» 
be worle, that whau; is taken frQm the per- 
isM being ioconfiderable, or the Lneidenc 
being flight, which direw us off* our giutd. 
With iriconfiderable perfons wc are fur- 
roundod. Of iltght incidents, the bulk of 
human life is compofed. In the midfi of 
thefe, the rulicg teii4>er of the niind is , 
formed. > .It i^ only by moderation and ietf- 
CQ^nraanld then acquired, that we can inure 
oar£dvo8 -Xd patience, wheo the great con-* 
junctures of life .fhall put it to a feverer 
trial. If liegleded then, we Oiall after- 
wards 
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S:£RM. wards fdlicit its return in vain. If thm 

^ ' _, bqfi run with footmen^ and they have wea* 
riedtbecy how canft tbou.contendiifith borfet ? 
and if in the land of peace, wherein thou 
^uftedji, they ivearled thee, then hova wilt 
thou do in the fnjgeUingi of Jordan * f 

In order to affift us in the acquifition of 
this grace, let us often contemplate that 
great model of it, which is diiplayed in the 
whole life of our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
Whofe temper was ever tried by more fre- 
quent provocations, more repeated diiap- 
poiiitments, more flagrant injunes, or more' 
fevere diftrefs ? Yet, amidft them all, we 
behold him patiently enduring the contra- 
diSion ofjinners j to their rudenels, t^po- 
fing a mild and unruffled, though firm, 
fpirit ; and, in the caufe of mankind, gen&- 
roufly bearing with every indignity. Well 
might he fay. Learn ofmcy for lam meek 
and lowly in heart f. Hftving fuch a high 
example before our eyes, let us be afliamed 

* Jer. xii. 5. f Match, xi. 29. 

of 
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of thofe fallies of impadence which we fo s E R M. 
often fuffer to break forth, in the midft of ^__„^ 
profperity. By a. more tnanly jranguiUity 
and felf-commahd, let us difcover to the 
world, that, as men, and as GhriAians, we 
have learned in patience to poffi^s our fouls. 



Vol. in. 
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E R M O N Xil. 

On Mom A AT I o». 



Philippians, iv. j. 

Let your Moderation be known unto all 
Men. 



SERM. rip HE prefent ftate of man is neither 
v.-^-', t ^ doomed to conftant mifery, nor de- 
signed for complete happinefs. It is, ia 
general, a mixed flate, of comfort and for- 
row, of profperity and adverfity ; neither 
brightened by uninterrupted funfhine, nor 
overcaft with perpetual ihade ; but fubjed 
to alternate fuccefliqns of the one, and the 
other. While fuch a ftate forbids defpair, 
it alfo checks prefumption. It is equally 
adverfe to delpondency of mind, and to 
high 
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High elevation of fpirlts. The temper Which S E R M. 
beft fuits it, is exprefled in the text by mo- i_ ' ^ 
deration ; which, as the habitual tenor of 
the foul, the apoftle exhorts us to dlfcover 
in our whole condu£t ; let it be known unto 
ail men. This virtue confifts in the equal 
balance of the foul. " It imports fuch pro- 
per government of our paffions and plear 
fures, as fhall prevent us from running itf- 
to extremes of an^ kind; and jhall pro- 
duce a calm and tetnpirate fratne of mind. 
It chieiflj reipe£l8 diir cOik1u£^ in th&t ftate 
which comes iinder th6 defcription of. eafe, 
OTpi'ofperity. Patience, of which I ttcat- 
«!d ih the preceding difcoUrfe, difeds the 
proper rignlation of the mind, under th6 
difagreeable incidents of life. Moderation 
determines the bounds «lthin which It 
ihould remain, when circumftances are 
agreeable or ptomifing. What I ilow pur*, 
pofe is, to point but fome of the chief in- 
ftandes in which Moderation ought to take 
place, and to &oSt the importance of pre- 
ferring it. 

R4 I. Mo- 
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SERM. I.. Moderation in our wiihfes. The 
^_ 1-^-^ , ■ adive mind of man feldom or never reAs 
Tatisfied with its prefent condition, how 
profperous foever. Originally formed for 
a wider range of obje£ls, for a higher Iphere 
of enjoyments, 4t finds itfelf in every 
fituation of fortune, Araitened and con- 
fined. Senfible of deficiency in its fiate, it 
is ever fending forth the fond defire, the 
afpinag wifii, after fomething beyotid what 
is enjoyed at prefent. Hence, that reftleff- 
nefs which prevails fo generally among 
mankind. Hence, that difguft of pleafures 
which they have tried ; that paifion for 
novelty ; that ambition of lifing to fome 
degree of, eminence or felidty, of which 
they have formed to themfelves an in- 
, difiin^ idea. All which may be confidered 

as indications of a certain native, original 
greatnefs in the human foul, fwelling be- 
yonid the limits of its prefent condition; 
and pointing at the higher obje<^ for 
which it vras made. Happy, if thefe latent 
"remains of our primitive flate ferved to di- 
re£t our wilhes towards their proper defH- 
nation, 
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hat'ion, and to lead us iiito the patU of true s E R M. 
• IT I xn. . 

bhfe ! r^ . -j imj 

But in this dark and bewildered ftate, 
the afpirittg tendency of our nature unfor- 
tunately takes an oppofite diredion, and 
feeds a very mifplaced ambition. The 
flattering appearances vrhich here prefent 
themfelves to fenfe ; the diftindions which 
fortune confers ; the advantages and plea- 
fures which we imagine the world to be 
capable of beftowing, 611 up the ultimate 
wifh of moft men. Thefe are the objedts 
which ingrofs their foiitary mufings, and 
ftimulate their aftive labours ; which warm 
the breafts of the young, animate the in- , 

duftry of the middle aged, and often keep 
alive the paffions of the old, until the very 
clofe of life. Afluredly, there is nothing 
unlawful in our. wifhing to be freed from 
whatever is difagreeable, and to obtain a 
fuller enjoyment of the comforts of life. 
But when thefe wifhes are not tendered by 
reafon, they are in danger of precipitating 
us into much extravagance and folly. De-* 
fires and wifhes are the firft fpringa of ac- 
R 3 tion. 
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SERM. tion. When they become exorbitant, ihc 
«»v-^ whole charader is likely to be tsunted. If 
. we foffer our lancy to create to itfelf worlds 
pf ideal happinefs ; if we feed our imagi- 
nation with plans of opulence and fplendoi 
far beyond our rank; if we |ix to our 
wiflies certain ftagei of high advancement, 
pr certain degrees of uncommon reputation 
ca diflindion^ as the fole fiations of ifeli- 
city ; the alTured cpnfequence ^ill be, that ' 
yjt fliall become unhappy in our prefent 
flate ; unfit for a£ting the part, and dif- 
charging the duties that belong to it; wg 
ihall difcompofe the. peace and order of our 
minds, and foment many hurtful paiTions. 
Heret then, let Moderation begin its reign ; 
by bringing within reafonable bounds the 
wiftics that we form. As foon aS they be- 
come extravagant, let us check them, by 
. proper reflexions on the fallacious nature 
of thofe objedls which the world hangs out 
to allure defire. 

You have ftrayed, my friends, from the 

road which conduds to felicity ; you have 

dUhonoured the native dignity of your 

fouls. 



■ DiailizodbvGoOglf 



On Moderation, A47 

fouls, in allomng your wiihes to terminate s B R M. 
on nothing higher than worldly ideas of v.r-g,-.,',) 
^eatnefs or happinefs. Your imagination 
roves in a land of fliadows. Unreal fonny 
deceive you. It is no more than a phan- 
tom, an illufion of happinefs which at- 
trafts your fond admiration ; nay^ an Ulu- 
fion of happinefs which often conceals 
much real mifery. Do you ima^ne, that 
9II are happy, who have attained to thofe 
fummits of diftin^ion, towards which your 
wiflies afpire ? Alqs ! how frequently ha^ . 

experience fiiewed, that where rofes were 
fuppofed to bloom, nothing but briars and 
thorns, grew? Reputation, beauty, riches, 
grandeur, nay, royalty itfelf, would, many 
a time, have been gladly exchanged by the 
poflelTors, for that more quiet and humble 
ftadon, with which you are now dilTatif- 
fied. With all that is fplendid and ihining 
in the world, it Is decree^ that there fliould 
mix many deep fhades of wpe. On, the 
elevated fituations of fortune, the great ca- 
lamities of life chiefly fall. There the ftorm 
fpeads its violence, and there the thunder 
R 4 breaks ; 
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SERM. breaks; while fafe and unhurt the inhabit- 
ed. ^^ ant of the vale remains below. Retreat, 

then, from thofe vain and pernicious excur- ' 
fions of extravagant defire. Satisfy your- 
felves with what is rational and attainable. 
Train your minds to moderate views of 
- human life, and human happinefs. ' Re- 
member, and admire, the wifdom of Agur's 
wifli. Remove far from me canity and lies. 
Give me neither poverty nor riches. Feed me 
'with food convenient for me : Leji I be full^ 
and deny thee^ andfay^ Who is the Lordf or 
left I be poor^ andfieal^ and take the name of 
my God in vain *.— — Let me recommend, 

11. ModBration in our purfuits. 
Wiflies and defires reft within. If immo- 
derate and improper, though they taint 
the heart, yet fociety may not be afFe£led 
by them. The obfcure and harmlefs in- 
dividual may indulge his dreams, without 
• difturbing the public peace. But when 

the active purfuits in which wc engage 

•.Frov. xxjt. 8,9. 

rifo 
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rife beyond moderation, they fill the. world s e R m. 
with great diforders ; often with flagrant ^ , ^ ' , 
crimes. Thi« admonition chiefly refpefls 
the ambitious men of the world. I fay not, 
that all ambitiofk is to be condemned ; or 
that high purfuits ought, on every occafion, 
to be checked. Some men are formed 
by nature, for rifing into confpicuous 
flations of life. In following the Impulfe 
of their minds, and properly exerting -the 
talents with which God has blefled them, 
there is room for ambition to a£t in a 
laudable fphere, and to become the inftru-?- 
TSxtiA of much public good. But this may 
fafely be pronounced, that the bulk of men 
are ready to over-rate their own abilities, 
and to imagine themfelves equal to higher 
things than they were ever defigned for 
by nature. Be fober, therefore, in fixing 
your aims, and planning your deftined 
purfuits. Beware of being led afide 
from the plain path of found and moderate 
conduS, by thofe falfe lights which felf- 
fiattery is always ready to hang out. 
By aiming at a mark too high, you may 
fall 
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SERM. ^all ihort of what it was within your power 
^..^Zmi to h»T« reached. Inftead of attaioiag to 
emiaence, you may expofe .yourfelves to 
denfion ; nay^ may bring upon your heads 
manifold diiafters. I fay to every man that 
is among yott^ not to tbihk of b'tmfelf more 
kigJbiy than be ought to tb'mk^ bat to tbink 
fokerly *. 

Whatever your aims be, there is one 
exercife of moderation which muft b? 
enjoined to thofe of the greateft abilities, 
as well as to others ; that is, never to 
tranfgrefs the bounds of moral duty. 
Amidft the warmth of purfuit, accuftom 
yourfelves to fubmit to the reftraints, which 
religion and virtue, which propriety and 
decency, which regard to reputation and 
character, impofe. Think not, that there 
are no barriers which ought to flop your 
progrefs. It is from a violent and im- 
petuous fpirit that all the evils fpring, which 
are fo often found to accompany ambition. 
Hence, in private life, the laws of truth 

* Rom. zu. }. 

and 
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and honoiu: are violated. Hence, ^'^^^^^ 
public contefts, the peace and welfare ci «— v^ 
nauons have been fo often facrificed to the 
ambitious proje^s of the great. The man 
of moderation, as he is temperate in his 
wilhes, fo in his purfuits he is regulated 
by virtue. A good confcience is to him 
more valuable than any fuccefs. He is 
not fo much bent on the accomplifliment 
of any defign, as to take a difhonourable 
flep, in order to compafs it. He can have 
patience. He can brook difappointments. 
He can yield to unfurmountable obftacles $ 
andf by gentle and gradual progrefs, is 
more likely to fucceed in the end, than 
others are, by violence and impetuofity. 
In his higheft enterprife, he vrifhes not to 
have the appearance of a meteor, which 
fires the atmofphere ; or, of a comet, 
which aftonifties the public, by its blazing, 
eccentric courfe ; but rather to refemble 
thofe fleady luminaries of heaven, which 
advance in their orbits, with a filent and 
regular motion. He approves himfelf 
thereby to the virtu«u8, the wife, »nd 
I difcerningi 
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SERM. difcerning; and, by a rcmjperate and unex-v 
1 1 -^-^ ceptionable conduO, efcapes tbofe dangers 
which perfons of an oppofite defcription are 
' perpetually ready to incur, 

ni. Be moderate in your expeSatlons. 
When your ftate is flouriftiing, and tbe 
courfe of events proceeds according to 
your wifh, fuffer not your minds to be 
vainly lifted up. Flatter not yourfelves 
with high profpe^s of the increafing fa- 
vours of the world, and the continuing 
applaufe of men. Say not within your 
hearts, My mountain Jiandsjirong^ andjhall 
never be moved. I Jkall never Jee adverftty. 
'To-morroiv Jhall be as this day^ and more 
abundantly, — You are betraying yourfelves ; 
you are laying a fure foundation of difap- 
pointment and mifery, when you allqw 
your fancy to foar to fuch lofty pinnacles 
of confident hope. By building your houfe 
in this airy region, you are preparing for 
yourfelves a great and cruel fall. Your truji 
is tbe fpiders -web. You may lean on your 
boufe ; but it Jball not Jland. Ton may bold 

it 



_,.,i,z<,i:,., Google 



On Moderation. 353 

ilf<ifi ; ^»' itjhall not endure. For, to man S E RM. 
on earth it was never granted, to gratify all u '. -i 
his hopes ; or to perfcvere in one trafl of 
uninterrupted profperity. Unpleafing vi- 
ciffitudes never fail to fucceed thofe.that 
were grateful. The fajhton of the worlds 
how gay or fmiling foever, pajfetb^ and of- 
ten pafTeth fuddenly, cway. 

By want of moderation in our hopes, we 
not only increafe dejeftion, when difap- 
pointment comes, but we accelerate difap- 
pointment ; we bring forward, with greater 
fpeed, difagreeable changes in our Aate. 
Tor the natural confequence of prefump- 
tuous expedation, is raftinels in condud. 
•He who indulges confident fecurity, of 
'courfe negledis due precautions againd the 
dangers that threaten bim; and his fall will 
be forefeen, and predi£te!d. He not only 
expofes h.imfelf unguarded to dangers, but 
he multiplies them againft himfelf. By 
prefumption and vanity, he either provokes 
enmity, or incurs contempt. 

The arrogant mind, and the proud hope^ 
are equally contrary to religion, and to pru- 
dence. 
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S E R Mv dtact. The worid cannot bear luch a fpi-* 
l^._i^ rit; and providence feldom fails to check it. 
The Almighty beholds with difpleafure thof6 
vvho, intoxicated with profperity, forget 
their dependence on that Supreme Power 
which raifed them up. His awful govern- 
iaiht of the world has been in nothing more 
con^icuous than in bringing low the lofiy- 
too&i oftnan^ and fcattering the proud in the 
imaginations of their tninds.*—Is not this the 
great Babylon ■which I have built by the might 
efrny pQwer^ and for the honour of my Ma~ 
j^y* ^ Thus exclaimed the prefjimptuoua 
monarch, in the pride of his heart. But, 
lo ! when the word was yet in his mouth, 
. the viiitatioti from Heaven came, and the 
voice was heard ; O, Nebucbadneaizar ! t» 
thee it it J^oien ; thy kingdom -is departed 
from tbee,-^He that exalteth bimfelfyjhall be 
' . , hmnbled; and he that bambkth him/elf yjball 
be exalted -f-. A temperate fpirlt, and mo- 
derate expe&ations, are the heft fafeguard 
tf the mind in this uncertain and changing 

♦ liaUclj IT. 30, 31. ■(■ Luke, jdv. 11. 

ftate. 
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ftite. They enable us to pafs through lift s tky. 
with moft comfort. When we rife in the ( 
World, they contribute to dur elei^atioil j 
find if we muft falli they rendet: out fitH 

the lighter.' 

IV. Moderation in bur pleafures is ail 
important exercife of the virtue which wi 
are now confidering. It is an invariable la# 
of our prefent condition, that every plea- 
fure which is purfu^d to exoisfs,- converts it- 
felf into poifon. What was intended ftt 
the cordial and re&enim<inc of hutnan lif^ 
through want of moderatfon, we turn to If* 
bahe.- Iii all the [^eafiiii^s of fenfe, it !ft 
epparentj that only wh&ii indulged WlthlS 
i^rtain limits, they confer fatisfadion, Nd 
fdoner do ^e ^afs the lihc! Which temperjiaeft 
hds drawn, thah ptrhictotia iffeds com« 
fotWaM^ ind (h6# {B^iflfelve^. Could I 
lay b^eh t6 ^u* vi^w the rfioniimentS ^ 
d^atli, ^ef would read i ledurb in fivoi^ 
6f mbdcratloi^V'niuch more powerful IH^ 
any that tbfe ihotl eloquent prdacfief fciii 
^v6. Ybu Would bcfcsld the graves pea-i 
pled 
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SERM. pled with the viaims of intemperance. You 
X. .' .f would behold thofe chambers of darkneis 
hung round, on every fide, with the tro- 
pKie9 of luxury, drunkennefs, 'and fenfua- 
lity. So numerous would you find thofe 
martyra of miquity, that it may fafely be 
aflerted, where war or peftilence have flain 
their thoufands, intemperate pleafure has 
flain its ten thoulands. 

"While the want of moderation in plea- 
fure brings men to an untimely grave, 
at the fame time, until they arrive there, 
it purfues and affiiiis them with evils 
innumerable. To what caufe fo much 
as to this, are owing, faded youth, and 
premature old age ; an enervated body, 
and an enfeebled mind ; together with 
£tll that long train of dlfeafes, which the 
indulgence of appetite and fenfe have in- 
troduced into the world \ Health, chear- 
fulnefs, and vigour, are known to be the 
offspring of temperance. The man of 
moderation brings to all the natural and 
innocent pl^fures of life, that found un-^ 
corrupted relifh, which gives Kim a much 
6 fuller 
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fuller enjoyment of them; than the palled ^ ^'J ^• 
and vitiated appetite of the voluptuary al- ^-y-^ 
lows him to know. He culls the flower of 
every allowable gratification, without dwell- 
ing upon it until the flavour be loft. He 
taftes the fweet of every pleafure, without 
purfuing it till the bitter dregs rife. Where- 
as the man of oppofite charaGer dips ib 
deep, that be never f^ls to flir an impure 
and noxious fediment, which lies at the 
bottom of the cup.—— In the pleafures, 
befides, which are regulated by modera- 
tion, there is always that dignity which 
goes along with innocence. No man needa 
to be afliamed of them. They ^e confift- 
cnt with honour j with the favour of God^ 
and of man. But the fenfualifl, who dil^ 
duns all reflraint in his pleafures, is odious 
in the public eye. His vices become grofs ; 
his character, contemptible ; and he ' ends 
in being a burden both to himfelf and to 
fociety. Let me exhort you, once more,, 

V. To moderation in all your paflions. 

This exercife of the virtue is the more re- 

VoL. lU. S quifite, 
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* xn**' ^™^**» ^ccaufe there is no paflion in hu- 
u—^.^ man nature ^ut what h», of itfelf, a ten- 
dency to run into excefs. For all paflion 
iimplics a violent emotion of mind. Of 
courfe, it is apt to derange the regular 
courfe of our ideas ; and to produce con- 
fufion within. Nothing, at the fame time, 
is more fedudng than paflion. During the 
time when it grows and fwells, it conftant- 
lyjuftifies, to our apprebenliou, the tumult 
which it creates, by , means of a thouland 
falfe aiguments which it forms, and brings 
to its aid. Of fome pafiions, fuch as anger 
'^nd refentment, the excefs is fo obvioufly 
dangerous as loudly to call for modera- 
tion. He who giv^ himfclf up to the im- 
petuofity of fuch pafltons, without reftraiot, 
is univerfally condemned by the world j 
and hardly accounted a man of found 
mind. But, what is lefs apt to be attends 
'«d to, fome even of tfaofe paJEons which 
are reckoned 'innocent, or whofe tendency ' 
to diforder and evil is not apparent, ftand,' 
aeverthelefs, in need of moderation and re- 
ftraint, as well as others. For, fuch is the 
• feeblenels 
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fi«blQne& of oxtf nature, that every paflioa ^^j*** 
which has for hi objed any worldly go6d, t....^.^ 
u In hazard of attaching U3 too ftrongly, 
and of tranfporting us beyond the boLods 
of reafon. If allowed to acquire the full and 
iinreftrained dominion of the hearty it is 
iiifficient, in various fituations, to render 
us miferable ; and almoft in every ii^ua- 
tion, by its.ingrt^ng power, to render 
us negligent of duties which, as men or 
Chriflians, we ire bound to perform. 

Of theinfidious growth of paflion, ^ere- 
fore, we have great reafon to beware. We 
ought always to hare at hand coniidera^ 
ticms, whidi may aflift us in tempaing it» 
warmth, and in regaining pofleflion of our 
fouls. Let us be perfuaded, that moments 
of paflion are always moments of delufion ; 
that nothing truly is, what it then fe«ms to 
be; that all the opinions which we then 
form, are erroneous} and all thg judge- 
ments which we pafs, are extravagant. . Let 
moderation accuflom us to wait until tb^ 
fumes of paffion be fpent } yntU the mift 
which it has raifed be^n to be diffipated. 
S a We 
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SERM. We Audi then be able to fee where tnith 
w - tfW and right lie j and reafon Ihall, by degrees^ 
refume the ascendant. On no occafioa let 
us Imagine, that ftrength of mind is fhown 
by Ttoleiice of paifion. ■ This is not the 
ftrength of men, but the impetuofity of 
children. Zt is the flrength of one who ig 
in the delirium of a fever, or under the 
difeafe of madnefs. The ftrength of fuch a 
perfoQ is indeed increafed. But it is an 
unnatural ftrength; which bang undeic.no 
prc^r guidance, is dire&ed towards ob-^ 
je^s that occafion his deftrudion< True 
ftrength of mind is fhown in governing 
andtelifting paflion, not in ^vingit fcope; 
in reftruning the wild beaft witliin; and 
ading, on the moft trying occafions, ac- 
cor(ting to the dictates of confcience, and 
temperate reafon. 

Thus I have pointed out, ifl federal in- 
ftances, how moderation ought to be dil^ 
played: Moderation in our wilhes; mo- 
deration in our purfuits; moderation tn 
our hopes; moderation in our pleafures; 
^ • moderation 
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moderation in^ our paffions. It is a prin- ^\^,*** 
dpie which fhould habitually influence our ^_n ,-.^f 
conduA, and form the reigning tempera- 
ture of the foul. 

The great motive to this virtue is fuggeft- 
ed by the words immediately following ttie 
tesit i the Lord is at haad. The Judge is co- 
ming, who is to elofe this temporary fcene of 
things, and to introduce a higlier Rate of 
exiftence. The day is at hand, which will 
place the great concerns of men in a point 
«f view very different frpm that in which 
they are at prefent beheld;' will ftrip the 
world of its falfe glory ; will deleft the va- 
nity of earthly purfuits ; and dili^oTe ob- 
hSts which have the proper title to intereft 
a rational mind; Objeds Require power 
to engage our paflions, only in proponioa 
as they are conceived to be . great. But 
great, or little, are no more than terms of 
comparifon. Thofe things which appear 
great to one who knows nothing greater, 
will fmk into a diminutive fize, when he 
becomes acquainted with objects of a high- 
S 3 er 
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® XH *** " "'*wrC' Were it oftcner in our thoughts, 
W--V-W that the Lard is at band^ none of tfaofo 
things which now difcompofe and agitata 
worldly men,, would appear of fuffident 
magnitude to raife commotion in our 
breafts. Enlarged views of the future de- 
fiination of man, and of the place which 
be may hc^ to pofleTs in an eternal 
world, naturally gire birth to modera- 
tion of mind. They tend to cool all mif- 
placsd ardour abput the advafttages of this 
date ; and to produce that calm and t«m-^ 
perate frame of fpirit, which becomes mea 
and ChrilUaQs. They ^ve no ground for 
entire difregard of earthly concerns. While 
-we are men, we muft feel and a£i as iuch. 
But they afford a good reafon why they 
who bdiere the Lord to he at band^ Ihould 
Jet thdr tnoderatua appear, and te known 
wtto aH men. 
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SERMON XIII. 

On the Joy, and the Bitterness of th* 
Heart. 



Proverbs, xIt. io. 

The heart iaowetb bis owti bitternefs^ and ^ 
- firanger doth not tatermedSk with bhj^, 

IT is well known, &at men hare always s E R U 
been much inclined to place their hap- . J ^ ,^ 
pioefs la the advanta^ of fortuae, and ' 
the diftin&ions of rank. Hence thefe have 
been puifued by the multitude with fudt 
avidity, that every principle of honour, 
probity, and virtue, have been fiicrificed 
to the attainment of diem. At ihc iamt 
time, many circumlbmces might have con* 
vinc^d men, that fuppofing them to be fuc- 
S 4 cefsfiit 
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^ xfii^' '^^'^"* ^" *^^ purfuit, it by no means fol- 
u^-^--j lowcd» that happinefs was to be the re- 
ward. For if happinefs be, in tni,th, ef- 
fentially connefled with fplendid fortune, 
or exalted rank, how comes it to pafi, that 
many in the inferior ftations of life, vifibly 
ipend their days with more comfort, than 
they who occupy the higher departments 
of the world ? Why does the beggar fmg, 
while the King is fad ? A fmall meafure of 
refieftion on our nature might fatisfy us, 
that there are other principles of happinefs 
or mifery, too often overlooked by the 
world, which immediately afied the heart, 
and operate there with greater force and 
power than any circumftances of rank or 
fortune. This is the obfervation of the 
wife man in the text ; and what I now pur- 
pofe to illuftrate. I fiull take a view of 
■ the chief fources of that bitternefs which th( 
heart knowetb^ and of that joy with •which 
a Jlranger doth not intermeddle; and then 
(hall point out the proper improvements to 
be made of the fubjeft. 



If 
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If we inquire care&lly into the fources S^^*** 
of the joy or bitteroefs of the heart, we v,-yi^ 
fhall find, that they are chiefly two ; that 
they arife either f^om a man's own mind 
and temper ; or, from the connexion ia 
which he ftands with feme of his fellow- 
creatures. In other words, the circum- 
fiances which mod eflentially afieiS: every 
man*s happinels are, his perfonal chara^er, 
and his focial feelings. 

I. Every man's own mind and temper 
is, neceflarily, to himfelf a fource of much 
inward joy or hitternefs. For every man, 
if we may be allowed the expreflion, is 
more coneded with himfelf, than with 
«ny external objeA. He is conftantly a 
companion to himfelf in his own thoughts ; 
,and what he meets with there, muft, of all 
things, contribute moft to his happinefs or 
.his difquiet. Whatever his condition ia 
the world be, whether high or low, if he 
find no caufe to upbraid himfelf for his 
behaviour ; if he be latis6ed that hie con. 
dud proceeds upon a rational plan; i^ 
9 amidft 
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* xSl** *°"^^ *^ fiulings iacident to bumanity, 
^■-^i— ^ bis fo^fcieace be, in the mun, free from 
feproach, and hU mind undifturbcd bf 
ftny difmal prefages of futurity ; the fouo- 
4lation 1$ laid for a placid and agreeable te* 
mor of life. If to this you add a calm and 
cheerful temper, not eafily fretted or dN 
fiurbed, not fubje^i to enTy,' nor prone to 
violent paflion, much of that joy will be 
produced, which it is fald in the text, a 
granger inUrmeddletb not u-itb. For this is 
an intrinHc joy, independent of all foreign 
caufcs. The upright man^ as it is written, 
if Jatisfied from himfe,lf. Undiftuibed by 
the vexations of folly, or the remwle of 
guilt, his nights will be peaceful, and his 
days ferene. His mind is a kingdom to it- 
felf. A good confcience, and good tern* 
per, prepare, even in the midft of poverty, 
a continual feqfl. 

But how ladly will the fcene be reverfcd, 
if the firA thoughts which occur to a mail 
concemiog hi^felf, fliall be of a gloomy 
and threatening kind; if his temper, in- 
itead of calmnefs and [elf-enjoymentf Hiali 
% yield 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



and the Bttttrnefs of the Heart. 267 

yield him nothing but difquiet ud pMnfuI S | RM. 
agitation? In any fituatioa of fortune, is i— . ' »«* 
It poffible for him to be happy, whole 
mind is in this troubled ftate? ^e J^irit 
tf a matt will ft/lain bis infiriKitiet ; but A 
tvounded fpiritt "who -eon beat t Vigour erf" 
mind, may enable a man to Cufiain many 
ihocks of adverfity. In hi» fpirit, u long 
as it ia found, he can find a refource, 
when other auxiliaries fail. But if that 
which ihould fuftain him be enfeebled and 
broken ; if that to which he has recourfit 
for the cure of other forrowgj ^become itfelf 
the wounded part ; to what quarter can he 
turn for reKef f 

The wounds which the ipirit fuffers are 
owing chiefly to three caufcs ; to folly, to 
paffion, or to guilt. They frequently ori- 
ginate from folly ; that is, from vain, and 
improper furfuits, which, though not di- 
redly criminal, are unfuitable to a man's 
age, charafter, Or condition, -in the world. 
In confeqUence of thefe, he beholds hlm- 
felf degraded and expofed j and fufiers the 
pain of many a 6ioriifying reflexion, and 
many 
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^xni**' "*^°y ^ humbling comparifon of him {elf 
•with others. The diftrefs bccafioned by a 
fenfe of folly, is aggravated by any violent 
paffioQ being allowed to take polTeffion of 
the heart. Even though it be of the clafs 
of thofe which are reckoned innocent, yet, 
if it have entirely feized and overpowered 
a man, it deftroys his, tranquillity, and 
brings his mind into a perturbed ftate. 
But if it be a pallion of the black and vi- 
dons kind, it is fuflident to blaft the moft 
flouriihing condition, and to poiCoa all his 
joys. If to thofe wounds inflided by fol- 
ly, or by pafiion, you add the wound of 
guilt, the remorfe and fear produced by 
criminal deeds, you fill up the meafure of 
P^n, and bitternefs of heart Often have 
the terrors of confcicncc occafioned inward 
paroxyfms, or violent agitations of mind. 
A dark and threatening cloud feems, to the 
confcious finner, to be hanging over his 
head. He who believes himfelf defptfed, 
or hated, by men, and who dreads, at the 
fame time, an -Svenging God, can derive 
little pleafure from the external comforts of 
Ufe" 
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life. .' The bitternefs of his heart infufes it- S E R M. 
felf into every draught which pleafure of- ^ ^J f^ 
fers to his lips. 

The external misfortunes of life, difilp- 
poinlment8,pt)verty, and ficknefs, are nothing 
in comparifon of thofe inward diftrefles of 
mind» occafioaed by folly, by paflion, and by 
guilt. They may indeed prevail in different 
degrees, according as one or other of ihofc 
principles of bitternefs is predominant. BuC 
they are feldom parted far afunder from one 
another ; and when, as it too often happens, 
all the three are complicated, they complete 
the mifery of man. The diforders of the 
mind, having then arifen to their height, be- 
come of all things the moft dreadful. The 
fhame of folly, the violence -of paflion, and 
the remorfe of guilt, a^ing in conjunAion, 
have too frequently driven men to the lafl 
and abhorred refuge, of feeking relief in 
death from a life too embittered to be any 
longer endured. I proceed to conftder, 

11. Other troubles, and other joys c^ 

the heart, arifmg from fources diiferenc 

from 
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*xm"' ^^^ *^^^^ *^"* ^ ***'* °*™' defcribed; 

^' .y . ' founded la the relations or conne^ons 
which we have with others, and IpriDging 
from the feeling which thefe occafion. 
Such caufes of forrow or joy are of an 
external nature. Religion does not teach, 
that all the fources of inward pleafure or 
pain are derived from our temper, and mo- 
ral behaviour. Thefe are indeed the prin- 
cipal fprings of bittemefs or, joj. In one 
way or other, they affisA all the pleafures 
and {»ins of life; but they include not, 
within themfelvcB, the whole of them. Our 
Creator ^d not intend, that the happinefs 
tti each individual fhould have no depend- 
ence on thofe who are around him. Ha- 
ving conneded us in fociety by many ties, 
it is his decree, that thefe ties fhoutd pro^e, 
both during then* fubfiftence, and in their 
diHblution, caufes of pleafure or pain, im- 
mediately, and often deeply, adding the 
human heart. My dodlrine, therefore, 16 
not, that the bltternefs 'which the heart know^ 
eth at its own, and the joy with which a 
granger intermedJUtb not, is independent of 
every 
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every thing external. What I aflcrt is, ®^"* 
that this bitternefs^ and this joy^ depend 1— v'V 
much more on other caufes, than on riches 
or povertyi on high or low ilations 
in the world; that, equally in the 
' conditions of elevated fortune, and of 
private life, the mod material circum- 
Qances of trouble or felicity, next to 
the ftate of our own mind and temper, 
are the fenfations and affedions vrhlch 
^uife from the coiaeOioos we have mth 
others. 

'■ In order to make this appear, let us fup- 
pofe a man in any rank or condition of 
fife, happy in his family and his friends ; 
foothed by the cordial intercourfe of kind 
affedions, which he partakes with them; 
enjoying the comfort of doing them good 
offices, and recuving in return their fince- 
reft gratitude; experiencing no jealoufy 
nor envy, no dilquiet or alienation (^ af> 
feftion, among thofe with whom he is con- 
neSed;— — how many, and how copiona 
iburces of inward joy open to fuch a man ! 
How 
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' S B R M. How fmoDth is the tenor of a life that pro- 
^ , ^ ceeds in fuch a courfe ! "What a fmiling 
alped: does the love of parents and chil- 
dren, of brothers and fifters, of friends and 
relations, give to every furrounding ohjed, 
and every returning day ! With what a 
luftre does it gild even the fmall habitation 
where fuch placid intercourfe dwells ; where 
fuch fcenes of heartfelt fatisfaiEHon fucceed 
uninterruptedly to one another ! 

But let us fuppofe this joyful intercourfe 
to be broken off, in an untimely hour, by 
the cruel hand of the laft foe ; let us ima- 
■ gine the ,family, once fo happy among 
themfelves, to behold the parentf-the child, 
or the fpoufe, to whom their hearts were 
attached by the tendereft ties, ftretchedon 
the cold bed of death ; then, what bitter- 
nefs does the heart know! This, in the 
ftrifteft fenfe, is its own bittemefs ; from 
which it is not in the power of any exter- 
nal circumftance whatever to afford it re- 
lief. Amidft thofe pierdng griefs of the 
heart, all ranks of life are levelled ; all djf* 
tindions of fortune are forgotten. Un^ 
availing 
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Availing are the trophies of fplendid woe, S E R M. 
with which riches deck the fatal couch, to y . -^ , , '_, 
gird the leaft comfort to the mourner. 
The prince, and the peafant, then equally 
feel their own bitternefs. Dwelling on the 
melancholy remembrance of joys that are 
paft and gone, the one forgets his poverty ; 
the other defpifes the gilded trappings of 
his date. Both, in that fad hour, are fully 
fenfible, that on the favours of fortune it 
depends not to make man happy in this 
world. 

But it is not only the death of friends, 
which, in the mid ft of a feemingly pro- 
Ipcroua flate, is able to bring diftrefs home 
to the heart. From various failures in their 
conduft when living, arifes much ,oF the 
inward tmeafmefs we foffer. It will, in 
general, be found, that the behaviour of 
thofe among whom we live in near con- 
ne£kion, is, next to perfonal chara£ter and 
temper, the chief fotirce, either of the plea- 
fures, or of the difquietudes, of every man's 
life. As, when their behaviour is cordial 
and fatisfaftory, it is of all external things 
, Vol. hi. T the 
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s E R M. the moft foothing to the mind ; fo, on th« 
1^; ,-^ ^ other hand, their levity, their inattention, 
or occafionat harJhnefs, even though it pro- 
ceed to no decided breach of friendihip, jkx. 
ruffles and frets the temper. Social life, 
haraffedTrith thofe petty vexations, rcfem- 
bles a road which a man is doomed daily to 
travel ; but finds it nigged, and ftony, and 
painfiil to be trod. 

The cafe becomes much worfe, if the bafe 
and criminal conduft of perfons whom we 
have once loved, diffolve all the bonds of 
amity, 'and Ihow that our confidence has 
been abufed. Then are opened, fome of 
the deepeft fprings of bitternefs in the hu- 
man heart. ^— Behold the heart of the 
parent, torn by the unworthy behaviour, 
and cruel ingratitude, of the child, whom 
he had trained up with the fondeft hopes ; 
on whom he had lavifhed his whole affec- 
tion ; and for whofe fake he had laboured 
and toiled, through the conrfe of a long life. 
Behold the endearments of the conjugal 
ilate changed into black fufpicion, and 
miftrult; the aficdionate fpoufe, or the 
virtuous 
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virtuous htilband) Jeft to mourn, with & ^vin*^' 
broken hearty the in&delity of the once- t^^— j 
beloved partner of their life. Behold the 
unfufpe<a:ing friend betrayed, in the hour of 
danger^ by the friend in whom he trufted } 
or, in the midft of fevere misfortune, meet- 
ing nothing but cold indiSerence^ perhaps 
icorn and contempt^ where he had expected 
to find the kindeft fympathy.— — Are thefe^ 
let me aik, uncommon fcenes in the world ? 
Are fuch diftrefles peculiar to any rank of 
ftation ? Do they chiefly befall perfons in 
humble life, and have, the great any pre^ 
rogatiV6 which aifords them exemption ! 
When the heart is forely wounded by the 
ingratitude or faiihleflliefs of thofe on 
whom it had leaned with the whole weight 
of afiet^on^ ^here (hall it turn for relief ^ 
Will it find comfort iti the recolleQlon of 
honours and titles, or in the cdntehiplation 
of furrounding treafures ? — -Talk not of 
the honours of a court. Talk riot of the 
wealth of the eafti Thefe, in the hours 
of heart-bittemcfs, are fpurned, as con- 
temptible and vile ; perhaps curfed, as in- 
T 2 direa 
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SERM. dired caufes of the prefeat diftrefs. The 
V , ^.' ^ dart has made>it8 way to the heart. There, 
there, it is fixed. The very feat of feeUng 
is aflailed ; and in pr<^>ortion to the fenfi<* 
bility of the fuffcrer's heart, and the ten-* 
dernefs of his affections, fuch, unfortunate- 
ly, will be hia degree of anguilh. A good 
confcience, and hope in God, may indeed . 
bring him confolatioo. But under fucb 
diflrefles of the heart, as I have defcribed, 
fortune, be it as flourithing as you will, is 
no more than an empty pageant. It is a 
feeble reed, which affords no fupport. It 
SSb a houfe of ftraw, which is fcattered before 
Ae wind. 

Thus you fee this dodrine meeting us 
from many quarters, that the heart know* 
a bittemefs and a joy of its own, altogether 
diftind from the uneafineis or the pleafure 
that is produced by the circumftances of 
external fortune ; arifing either from per- 
fonal charader, and the ftate of a man's 
own mind J or from the,a&£tion3 excited 
by the relations in which he Hands, to 
7 others. 
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others. 'This joy, and this bitternefs, are, ^ vm*'' 
each of them, of fo much greater confe- >..—).— if 
quence than any diftinftions of fortune, 
that bleffed with the former, one may be 
happy, as far as human happinefs goes, in 
a cottage ; and affll£ted with the latter, he 
muft be miferable in a palace.— ^Let us 
»ow proceed to an important part of the 
fubje<S, the pradical improvement to which 
this do^ine leads. 

First, Let it ferve to moderate our paC. 
Hon for riches, and high fituations in the 
world. It is well known, that the eager 
purfuit of thefe is thie chief incentive to the 
crimes that fill the worid. Hence, among 
the middle and lower ranks of men, all the 
fiiuud, falfehood, and treachery, with which 
the competition for gain infells fociety. 
Hence, in the higher ftations of the world, 
all the atrocious crimes flowing from ambi- 
tion, and the love of power, by which the 
peace of manldnd has fo often been broken, 
and the earth ftained with blood. Had 
thefe coveted advfintages the power, when 
T 3 obtained, 
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fi E R M. pttained, of enfuring joy to the heart, aqj 
u^^il^ rcn<Icnng it a ftranger to bittemefs, Tpme 
apology might be offered for tl^e violence 
%o which they have given occaHon. Thp 
prize might be fuppofcd worthy of being 
acquired at a high expence, when fo 
much depended on (he attainment. But 
I have fhown, I iiope witlj fatisfadlory 
evidence, that the contrary is the tpith. 
I fay not, that the advantages of fortune 
deferve no regard from a wife or a good 
man, Ppverty is alwjtys diftreffingj. Opu- 
lence and rank are both attended wjtlf 
many comforts, an(] iqay be rendered fubr 
fervient to fhe moft yaluable purpofes. Buf; 
yrhat I f^y i», that it is a great error to rate 
them beyond their juft value. Secondary 
advantages, inferior aiUflances to felicity, 
they are ; and nq more. They rank below 
every thing that tmmediately affects the 
heart, ^nd that is 4 native fource of joy or 
bitternefs there. If a man be either un- 
Iiappy in his diipofitions, or unhappy in all 
' his connexions, you heap upon him in 
Yain, all the treafures, and all the honours 
5 which 
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which kings can beftow. IMveft thefe things, ^RRM. 
then, of that falfe glare which the opinions i_ ^ j.j 
of the muhitude throw around them. Con- 
template them with a more impartial eye. 
Purfue them with lefs eagernefs. Above all, 
never facrifice to the purfuit any degree of 
probity or moral worth, of candour or good 
affeSion ; if you would not, lay a foundation 
^for that bittemefs of heart, which none of 
the goods of fortune can either compenfate 
or cure. 

Secondly, Let the obfervations which 
have been made, correct our miftakes, and 
check our complaint^, concerning a fup> 
pofed promifcuous diftribution of happinefs 
in this world. TTie charge of injuftice, 
wluch fo often, on this account, hath been 
brought againft Providence, refts entirely 
'on this ground, that the happinefs and 
mifery of men may be eftimated by the 
degree of their external profperity. This 
is th6 delufion under which the multitude 
have always laboured; but which a juil 
confideration of the invifible fprings of 
T 4 happineft 
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SBRM. haf^nefa that ilSSejSt thp heart, is fufficient 
^^]^' . to correfl. If you would judge whether a 
man be really happy, it Is not folely to hia 
houfes and his lands, to his equipage and 
his retinue, ypu are to look. Unlefe you 
could fee farther, and difcem what joy, or 
wh^t bitiemefs, his heart feels, you caa 
pronounce nothing concerning him. That 
proud and wicked man, whom you b^cdd 
furrounded with ftate and fplendour, and 
upon whom you think- the favoure of 
Heaven fo improperly lavlfbed, may be a 
wretch, pining away m fecret, with" a 
thoufand griefs unknown to the worid. 
That poor man, who appears neglected and 
overlooked, may, in his humble fta'tion, 
be partaking of all the moral, and all the 
focial joys, that exhilarate the heart ; may 
be living cheerful, contented, and happy, 
Ceafe, then, to murmur againft difpeafations 
of Providence, which are, to ue, fo imper- 
fedly known. Envy not the prolperity of 
fmners. Judge not of the real condition of 
men, from what floats merely on the fuifoce 
of their Hate, Let us rather, 

Thirdly, 
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TuHiDLy, Turn our attention tothofe sKftif. 
iatemal fources <^ happinefs or mifery, on ^ ' ^ 
which it hath b«ea fhown that To much 
depeode. As far as the bitternefa or joj 
of the heart arifes from the iirfl: of tbofit 
great firings which I afligned.to it, our 
own conduft and temper* fo far our hap-* 
pinefs if placed, in feme meafure, in our 
own hands. What is amifs or difordered 
within, ia confequence of fplly, of paflton, 
or guilty may be reified by due care, - un* 
der the aififtance of divine grace> Hi who 
thereby attains to a tranquil and compofed 
^ate of heut, free from ill humour and 
difgull, from violent paiHons, and fi-om vex-* 
ing remorfe, is laying a foundation for en- 
joyment of himft^ff much furer and broader, 
than if he were amaffing thoufands to in- 
creafe his efiate. 

-, With regard to die ot*cr fpring of joy 
or bittcrnefs of heart, ariiing from our con- 
se&ioiu with others, here indeed, we are 
nuve dependent on thii^ tiot within our 
power, Thefe connections are not al- 
ways pf out own fonotng j and even when 
they 
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5ER M. they have been formed by choice, the wUeft 
1 ^ ' • are liable to be diiappointed in their expec- 
tations. Yet here too it will be found, that 
the proper regulation of the heart is of the 
utmoft importance, both for improving the 
joys which our fttuation affords, and for 
mitigating the griefs which our conneo^ 
tions may render unavoidable. As far as 
the choice of friends or relatives depends 
on ourfelves, let their viitue and vrorth 
ever direA that choice, if we look for 
any lafting felicity from it. In all die 
habits and attachments of focial life, after 
they are fwraed, let it be our ftudy, to ful- 
fil properly our own part. Let nothing be 
wanting on our fide^ to nouriih that mutual 
harmony^ and afTedionate fnendfiiip which, 
in every fituadon of life, as has been ibown, 
is of fo great confequence to our peace and 
iatisfaAion. It is not, indeed, in our power 
to preferve always alive thofe friends, in 
vrhom our- hearts delight. It is oftm not 
in our power to prevent the ingratitude and 
unworthy behaviour of other friends, front 
Vrhom we once expected comfort, ^ut 
under 
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«nd« tiiofe aflSi^ng incidents of life, S E R M. 
much may be done by. proper employment t_y^ 
of the thoughts, and dire£iion of the affec- 
tions, for obtaining relief. To a purified 
and well-regulated heart, reafon and reli- 
gion can bring many aids for healing its 
wounds', and reftoring its peace; aids which, 
to the negligent and vicious, are wholly 
unknown. The greater experience we hav? 
of the vipilTitudes of huniap life, with mor^ 
tfeight will that precept of the wife mas 
always come hom« to our remembrance t 
^eep tby hcftrt iphth. all diligence ; fir wt 0^ 
f/: are the ijfues oflifi*.—'. — Jle&ce arifes. 

In the fourth and laft place, another in^ 
firuftion, that it is of the utmoft impoit<- 
ance to us all, frequently to look up to 
Him who made the human heart ; aa4 to 
implore his afliftance in the regulation and 
government of it. Known to him, are all 
the fources of bitternefs and joy by which 
it is affet^ed. On him it depends, to let 

. ♦ Proy. iv.,23. 

them 
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5ERM. them forth, or to fliut tittin up; to ia, 
■L- ^..'_j creafe, ot to diminifii them, at his ple&- 
iiire. In a ftudy fo infinitely important to 
happinefs, as that of the prefervation of in- 
ward peace, we cannot be too earneft in 
befceching aid from the great Father <rf" 
Spirits, to enable us to keep our Hearts free 

from diftrefs and trouble. Befides the 

afliAaiice which we may hope to derive 
from divine grace, the employment* of de- 
motion themfelves, forth one of the moft 
powerful means of ooApofing, aad tran- 
quilHfing the heart. On vaMous occafions, 
when the fources of heart-bittcrnefs hav« 
been moft overflowing, devotion has been 
found the only refuge of the fufiferer. De- 
votion opens a iandxiary, to which they, 
wrhofe hearts have been molt deeply wound- 
ed, can always fly. Within that quiet and 
lacred retreat, they liave ,o6en found . a 
heading balfam prepared. When grieved 
by men, they have derived, from the afcent 
trf" the mind towards God and celeftial ob- 
je^s, much to footh them at prefent, and 
much to hope for in future. Let us, there- 
fore. 
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fore, negle£t no mean with which religion s E R M. 
can fumifli us, for promoting the joys, and ■ ^ -^f 
afliiaging the bitterntfs of the heart, A- 
midft the frailties of our nature, the incon- 
ftancy of men, and the frequent changes 
of human life, we fhall find every affiftance 
that can be procured, little enough, for en- 
abling us to pafs our few days with tolerable 
comfort and peace. 
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SERMON XIV. 

Oa Characters of Imperfect 
Goodness. 



Mark, x. 21. 
Thm Jefus^ heholding b'tnty loved bim." ■ ■ 

XIV. 'TpHE chara^ers of men which the world 
" "^ prefents to us are infinitely diverfified. 
In fome, either the good or the bad qualities 
are fo predominant as Arongly to mark 
the charader; to difciimlnate one perfon 
as a virtuous, another as a vicious man. 
la others, thefe qualities are fo mixed to- 
gether, as to leave the charader doubtfuL 
The light and the fliade are fo much blend*- 
ed, the colours of virtue and vice run in 
fuch a manner into one another, that we 
can 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



Oh Cbara^ert of ImperfeB Goodnejs. I87 

can hardly diftmguifli where the one ends* ^ liy*** 
and the other begins ; and we remain in i_ . iu..r 
fufpence, whether to blame or to praife. 
While we admire thofe who are thoroughly- 
good, and deleft the grofsly wicked, it is 
proper alfo to beftow attention on thofe 
imperfeA charaGers, where there may be 
much to praife, and fomewhat to blame ; 
and where regard to the commendable part, 
ihall not hinder us from remarking what 
is defective or faulty. Such attentions will 
be found the more ufeful, as charaders of 
this mixed fort are, more frequently than 
any other, exhibited to us in the commerce 
of fociety. 

It was one of this fort, which gave occa- 
fion to the incident recorded in the text. The 
incident feems to have been confidered as 
remarkable, fince it is recounted by three 
of the evangelical writers ; and by them all, 
with nearly the fame circumftances. The 
perfon to whom the hiftory relates was a 
ruler ; one of higher rank and ftation than 
thofe who ufually reforted to Jefus. He 
was a rich man : He was a young man. His 
vpholc 



_,.,i,z<,i:,., Google 



aSa On CbaraBers oftmperfeR Goc^efi, 

^Xiv**" ^^°^^ behaviour was prepoffeffing and en- 
1 ^ ' gaging. He appears to have conceived a 
liigh opinion of our Lord. He addrefled 
him with the utmoft refpcft j and the 
quefUon which he put to him was proper and 
important. He kneeled to bim ; and foid^ 
Good Mafier^ wbatJbaU I do that I may in- 
herit eternal life ? His conduG in the world 
bad been regular and decent. He could 
proteft, that he had hitherto kept himfelf free 
from any grofs vice ; and in his dealings 
■with others, had obferved the precepts of 
God. Our Lord, beboiding Aim, 'is faid to 
have loved him ; whence we have reafon to 
conclude, that he was not hypocritical in 
his profei&ons ; and that his countenance 
carried the expreflion of good di^fitions, 
38 his fpeech, and his manners, were ahoge- 
ther complacent and gentle. Yet this per- 
fon, amiable as he was, when his virtue 
was put to the tell, difappointed the hopes 
which he had given reafon to form. At- 
tached, in all probability, to the indnlgince 
of eafe and pleafure, he wanted fortitude 
of mind to part with the adva^ttages of the 
' '. world, 
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world, for the fake of reli^on. When our ^ yiV*' 
Lord required him to fulfil his good inteo- •_ ,■■ ^ 
tions-, by relinquifhing his fortune, becoming 
one of his followers, arid preparing himfelf 
tb encounter fufferings, the facri6ce ap- 
peared to him too great. ImpreHions of 
virtue, however, ftill remained on his miad. 
He was fenfible of what he ought to have 
done ; and regretted his want of courage 
to do it. He was forrowful : He luas 
grieved: Vet be went away. 

Persons of a charader fbmewhat re* 
fembling this, all of us may have met with ; 
elpecially, among the young^; among thofe 
who have been liberally educated, and 
poliftied by a good fociely. They abhor 
open vice,' and crimes that difhirb the 
world. They have a refpeA for religion. 
They Are willing to receive inftru^on for 
their conduft. They are modeft and un- 
alTuming ; refpe£tful to their fuperiors in 
age or Aation ; gentle in their addrefs ; in- 
offenfive and courteous in their whole be- 
haviour. They are fond of obliging every 

Vol. III. U one: 
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8ERM. one; unwilling to hurt or difpleafe any.— ^ 
V J ' r Such perfons wc canned but love. We 
gladly promife well of them ; and are dif- 
pofed to forward and afTift them. Yet fuch 
Is the weaknefs of our nature, that at the 
bottom of this character there may lie, 
as we fee exemplified in the inftance before 
us, feme fecret ^nd material defers. That 
Tigour of mihd, that firmnefs of principle, 
may be wanting, which is requifite for en- 
abling them to a^ with propriety, when 
their virtue is put to a deciftve trial. The 
foftnefs of their nature is unfavourable to a 
fteady perfeverance in the courfe of inte- 
grity. They poflefs the amiable qualities ; 
but there is ground to fufpedl, that in the 
eftimable ones they are deficient. While, 
therefore, we by no means clafs them among 
the bad, we dare not give them the fuH 
praife of virtue. When they fet oufin the 
wofld, we cannot pronounce with confi- 
dence, what confirmed features their cha- 
ra<a:er will aflume ; nor how far they can 
be depended upon, in future life. Allow 
me now to "point out the dangers which 
fuch 



DiailizodbvGoOgle 



On CbaraSers of Imperfe& Goodnefs. 291 

fuch perfbns are moft likely to incur ; and s ^R M. 
to fliow what is requilite for them farther i— .,— 1 
to ftudy, in order to their fulSlIing the part 
of good men and true Chriftians. 

I. Persons of this defcription are not 
qualified for difcharging aright many du- 
ties, to which their fituation in life may 
call them. In certain circumftances, they 
behave with abundance of propriety. When 
all is'calm and fmooth around them ; when 
nothing ' occurs to agitate the mind, or to 
difturb the tenor of placid life, none of 
thar defefts come forward. They are be- 
loved ; and they are ufeful. They promote 
the comfort of human focietyj and, by 
gcntlenefs, and courtefy of mannets, ferve 
to cement men together ia agreeable union. 
But to fail on the tranquil furface of an 
unruffled lake, and to fteer a fafe courfe 
through a troubled and ftormy ocean, 
require different talents : and alas ! hu- ' 

man life oftener refembles the ftormy ■ 
ocean, than the unruffled lake. We fliall 
not have been long embarked, without 
U 3 £nding 
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SERM. finding the refemblance to hold toO 

\_„-'_- clofeiy* 

Amidft the bui!1e of the world, amldft 
the open contentions, and fecret enmitiesi 
which prevail in every fociety, mildnefs 
and gentlenefs alone, are not fuffictent to 
carry us, with honour, through the duties 
of our diSerent llations ; as heads of fami- 
lies, citizens, fubjefls, magiftrates, or as 
engaged in the purfuits of our feveral call* 
ings^ Difturbances and trials ajrife, which 
demand vigorous exertions of all the moral 
powers 1 of patience, vigilance, and, felff 
denial ; c£ conftancy and fortitude, to fup- 
port U9 under danger and reproach; of 
temperance, to reftrain us froa being car- 
jicd aw^y by pleafure j of firm and deter- 
mined principle, to make us defpife the 
bribes of fin. Thefe manly difpofitions of 
mind are indifpenfaUy necelTary to prepare 
one, for furmounting the dilcouragements 
of virtue ; and for ftruggUng honouraUy 
through the hardfhips of life. Unlets be 
be thus armed and fortified, whatever gocd 
intentions have been in his heart, they are 
likely 
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Jikely to be fruftrated in aGion, Nothing S E R M. 
that is great, can be undertaken. Nothing . .-^^^j 
^hat is difiScult or hazardous, can be accom- 
pllfhed. Nor are we to imagine, that it is 
only in times of perfeculion,,Qr war, or ci- 
y\\ commotions, that there is occafion fpr 
thofe ftronger efforts, thofe mafcuUne vir- 
tues of the foul, to be difplayed. The prir 
vate, and feemingly quiet, (lations of life, 
often call men forth, in the days of peacci 
to fevere trial of firmnefs and cpnftancy, 
The life of very few proceeds jn fo uniform 
3.- train, as not to oblige them to difcover, 
jn- fome fituation or other» what portioij 
(hey poffefs of the eftimable qualities of 
p)an. Hence it fometjmes happens, that 
perfons, whofe manners were much lefs 
promifmg and engaging than thofe of 
others, have, neverthelefs, when brought 
tp a£t a paN in critical circumftances, per- 
forrtied that part with more uijfullied hor 
pour, and firmer integrity, than they. 

. II. Persons of the charaOier I have de-r 

fcribed are ill fitted, not pnly for difcbargr 

ing the higher duties of life,, but alfp fof 

U 3 refifting 
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SEkM. refifting the common temptations to tIcc. 

i.^v---' With good difpofitiorife in their mind, with 
a defire, like the young ruler in the text, 
to know what they ihall do in order to irt- 
berit eternal life ; yet, when the terms re- 
quired of them interfere with any'fa*'cm- 
rite enjoyment, like him, they zttforr&w- 
ful; and go away. The particular trial to 
which he was put, may appear to be a hard 
one, and to exceed the ordinary rate of 
Virtue. Our Lord, who difcerheid his heart, 
faw it to be neceflary, in Ks cafe, for 
bringing his charader to the teft. But itl 
cafes, where trials 'of inUch lefs difficXilty 
' prefent themfelves, they who partake of a 
character fimilar to his, are often found to 
give way. The good qualities which they 
poflefs, border on certain weaknefles of tho 
mind ; and thefe weakneffes are apt to be- 
tray them infenfibly into vices, with which 
they are connefled. 

Good nature, for inftance, is in dan- 
ger of running into that unlimited com- 
plaifanc6, which aflimilates men to the 
loofe manners of thofe whom they find 
around them. Pliant, and yielding in 
their 
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by the decifions of tbek own minds, with i_ .^,-'j 
regard to right and wrong, Li|ce the 
animal which b faid to ^fiume the colour 
of every obje^ to which it is applied^ they 
1<^ all proper chara^er of their own ; and 
are formed by the chara^ers of thofe with 
whom they chance to aflbciate. — The mijd 
are apt to fink into habits of indolence and 
Hoth. The chearfql and gay, whein warn- 
ed by pleafure and mirth, lofe that ibbriety 
and felf-denial, which is ellential J9 the 

fuf^rt of virtue.- Even modefty and 

fiibmiffion, qualities fo valuable in-lhem- 
&lves, and fo highly. ;oi-Qaiaental to youth,* 
fometimes degenerate Into a yiciions tinti-- 
tiity ; -a timidity which retrains men from 
doing their duty iwith firmnefa ; w^iich caa>- 
not fland the frown of the greaf, the re- 
proach of- the multitude, or even the ridi- 
cule and fneer of the fcorner. 

Nothing can be more amiable than a 

conftant deiire to pleafe ; and an unwiUing- 

nefs to offend or hurt. Yet in characters 

where tlus is a predominant feature, d&- 

U 4 fc^s 
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s ^R M. fefts are often found. Fond always td 
i^-^r.^_i oblige, and afraid to utter any dilagreeable 
truth, fuch perfons are fonietimes led to 
diflemble. Their love of truth is facrificed 
to thar love of pleafing. Their fpecch, and 
their manners, alTbme a ftudied courteiy. 
You cannot always depend on their fmile j 
nor, when they promife, be fure of the per* 
formance. They mean and intend well. 
But the good intention is temporary. Like 
wax, they yield eafily to every impreffion j 
and the tranfient friendfhlp contradled with 
one perfon, is effaced by the next, Undiff 
'tinguifiling defire to oblige, often proves, ia 
the.prefent date of human things, a dan* 
gcrous habit. They who cannot, on many 
occafions, give a firm and fieady denial," or 
^ho cannot break off a connection, which 
has becQ haftily and improperly formed, 
^hd on the brink of many mifcbiefs. 
They will be feduced by the corrupting, 
cnfnared by the artful, betrayed by thofe 
in whom they had placed their truft. Urv- 
fufpicious themfelves, they were flattered 
with the belief of having ihany ■ fnepda 
around 
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around ,then). Elated with fanguine hopes, S E R M^ 
and cheerful fpirits, they reckoned, that /o- t_ ^ ■ m- 
morrow would be as this day^ and more abun- 
dant. Injudicious liberality, and thought-* 
lels profufion, are the confequence ; until^ 
in the end, the Uraits to which they are re* 
duced, bring them into mean of diflionourr 
able courfes. Through innocent, but xxnt 
guarded weaknefs, and from want of the 
feverer virtues, they are, in procefs of tim^ 
betrayed into downright crimes. Such may 
be the conclufion of thofe, who, like the 
young ri^er before us, with many amiable 
and promifing difpof)tious, bad begun their 
career in life, 

III. SugH perfons are not prepared for 
fuftainirig, with propriety and dignity, the 
diftreffes to which our ftate is liable. They 
yucTC equipped for the feafon of funlhii\e 
and ferenity ; but when the fty is overcal^, 
and the days of darknefs come, their feebte 
ijiinds are d^ftitute of Ihelter, and ill pro- 
vided for defence. Then is the time, when 
^ore hardy qualities are required j when 
courage , 
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^ Y,^^' courage niuft face danger, conftancy fupport 
i_.,, , ■ pain, patience pofTefs itfelf in the midft of 
diicouragements, magnanimity difplay its 
contempt cf threategings. If thofe high 
virtues be altogether ftrangers to the mind, 
the mitd and gentle wilf certainly fmk 
under the torrent of difafters..— The ruler 
5fl the text could plead, that his -behaviour 
10 others, in the couffe of ft)cial Kfe, ha4 
been unexceptionable. So far, therefleftion 
on his conduft would afford him comfort 
amidft advcrfity. But no man is without 
failings. In the dejcfting feafon of trouble, 
it will occur to every one, that he has been 
guilty of frequent tranfgreffion ; that much 
of what ought to have been done, was 
negle^ed j and that much of what has 
been done, had better have been omitted. 
Iri fuch fituations, when a thoufand appre- 
henfions arife to alarm confcience, nothing 
is able to quiet its uneafmefs, except a well- 
grounded truft in the mercy and acceptance 
.of Heaven. It is firm religious principle, 
ading.upon a manly and enlightened mind, 
that gives dignity to the charafter, and 
compofure 
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compofure to the heart, under all the trou- S ERM. 
bles of ^^e world, 'this enables the,brave -^J- J 
and virtuous man, "B^ithfiicxcfs tO bulFet the 
ftorm. While he, who had- orice'iparHfeif 
in fociety with all the ehanns of gay !vWa- 
dty, and had been "the 'delrght of e^ery 
circle in which he was engaged, remains 
difpirited, overwhelmed, and annihilated, 
in the evil day. '. . 

Such are the failings incident to perfons 
of mixed and imperfeft goodnefs : fuch the 
defefts of a charader formed merely of the 
amiaHe, -without the eftimable qualities of 
man. 

It appears from this; that we mxril not 
place too' much truft ki the fair appear- 
ances, which a Character" ntay at firft ex- 
hibit. In judging of others, let us always 
think .the beft, and employ the fpirit of 
charity and candour. But in judging of 
Ourfelves, we ought to be mofe fevefe. Let 
us remember him whoiri our Lord bfflffild, 
and loved; and who yet fell fliort of the 
kingdom of heaven. Let us not forget, 
2 that 
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S E B M. that fomethjng more than geatlencfe and, 
t^^i.' r modefty, than complacency of temper and 
affahiKty of manners^ is requisite to form 
a worthy man, or a true Chriftian. To a 
high place in our efleem, thefe qualities are 
jpftly. intitled. They enter effentially into, 
ev?ry good mao*5 charai^er. T^ey form, 
fom? of its mqft favourable ^iftinftions. 
But they conftitutc a part of it ; npt th? 
whole. Let us not, therefore, reft on them 
entirely, when we concrive an idea of what 
manocf of perfans we ought to be, 

Let piety form the bafis oi- firm and 
eftabliffied virtue. If this be wanting, thq 
charaOer cannot be found ^nd entire. Mo- 
ral virtue will. alw?]f8 be ^dangered, oftea 
be overthrown, when it is feparated from 
its fureft fupport. Confidence in God, 
ftj-cngthened by f^th in the great Redeemer 
of mankind, not only, amidft the feverer 
trials of virtue, ^ves cbnftancy to the mind^ 
but, by nouriOiing yhe hope of immortality, 
adds warmth and elevation to the affec- 
t^pns. They whofc conduit is not animated 
by 
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by religious principle, are deprived of the ^ yiv^' 
moft powerful incentive to worthy and «— v^^ 
honourable deedsi 

■ Let fuch difciplinCj next, be ftudied, as 
may form us to the active and manly vir- 
tues. To natural good affeftions, vrc catt 
never entirely truft our condufl:. Thefe, as 
,has been ihown, may fometimes be warped 
into vffhat is wrong ; and often will prove 
'infufficient, for carrying us rightly through 
all the duties of life. Good affefliions are 
-highly valuable j but they muft be fup- 
ported by fixed principles, cultivated in the 
tinderflanding, and rooted in the heart. 
Habits muft be acquired of temperance 
and felf-denial, that we may be able to 
tefift pleafurci aad endure pain, when ei- 
ther of them interfere with our duty ; that 
we may be prepared to make a facrifice cf 
any worldly intereft, when the voice of 
God and confcience demand it. Let u^ 
always remember, that withqut fortitude 
-of mind, there is no manhood; there can 
be no perfeverance in virtue. Let a facred 
and inviolable regard for truth reign in om: 
9 whole 
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*xnr**' ^^°'^ behaviour. Let us be dUUnguifhed 
*—v— ' for, fidelity to every promiTe we have made; 
and for conftancy in every woiidiy friend- 
ihip we have formed. Let no weak com- 
plaifance, no undue regard to the opinions 
of men, ever make us betray the rights c£ 
confcience. What we have once, upon dufs 
confideration, adopted as rules c^ condufi, 
to thefe let us adhere unlhaken. How- 
ever the world may change around us, let 
it find us the iame in proiperity and ad- 
verfity j faithful to God and virtue ; faith- 
ful to the convidions of our own heart. 
What aur lot in the world may be, is not 
ours to forefee or determine. -But it is 
ours to relblve, that whatever it fliall be, it 
fliall find us perfevering in one line of 
uprightnefs and honour. 

By fuch difcipline, fuch attentions as thefe, 
we are to guard againfl thofe failiogs* vrhich 
are fometimes found to ftain the moA en- 
gaging characters. Joining in proper union 
the amiable and the eflimable qualities, by 
the one we ftiall attract the good ; and by 
the 
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the other, command refpeO: from the bad. SBRM. 
We fliali both fecure our own integrity, . ^ ' . 
and fliaW exhibit to others a proper view 
of what virtue is, in its native grace and 
majefty. In one part of our character, we 
fiiall referable the flower that fmiles in 
fpring; in another, the firmly-rooted tree, 
that braves the winter ftorm. For, remem- 
ber we muft, that there is a kdSon. of win- 
ter, as well as of fpring and fummer, in hu- 
man life ; and it concerns us to be equally 
prepared for both. 

A HIGHER and more perfe^ example of 
&ch a chara<aer as I now; reoommend, can- 
not be found, than what is prefented to us 
in the Ufe of Jefus Chrift. In him, we 
behold all that is gentle, united with all 
that is refpe^ble. It is a remarkable 
expreflion, which the Apoftle Paul employs 
concerning him ; / befeecb you by the meek-' 
nefs and gentlenefs ofCbrifi *. Well might 
thefe qualities be fingled out, as thofe for 
which he was known and diftinguiflied* 

• I Cor, X. I. 

We 
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SERM. We fee him in his whole behaviour affable* 

XIV. ■• 

tt_i ^ r courteous, and eafy of accefs. He conrerfed 

femiliarly with all who prefented themfelves ; 
and defpifed not the meaneit. With all the 
infirmities of his difciples he calmly bore} 
and his rebukes were mild, when their prO'^ 
vocations were great. He wept over the 
calamities of his country, which perfecuted 
him ; and apologifed and prayed for them 
*ho put him to death. Yet the fame Jefus 
T*e behold, awful in the ftrif^nefs of his vir-» 
tue ; inflexible in the caufe of truth ; un- 
complying with prevailing manners, when 
tie found them corrupt ; fetting his face 
boldly againft the hypocritical leaders of the 
people ; overawed by none of their threat- . 
enings ; in the moft indignant terms, ra- 
proving their vices, and ftigmatizing their 
charaSerst We behold him gentle, with- 
out being tame ; firm, without being ftem ; 
courageous, without being violent. Let thit 
mind be in us ivhicb -was alfo in Jefus Chrifi; 
and we Ihall attain to honour, both with God 
and with man. 
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SERMON XV. 

On the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup- 
per, as a Preparation for Death. 



Freacbcd At the Celebration of the SacnmeDt of the 
Lord's Supper. 



lyiATTHEW, XXVi. 29. 

J5at I Jay unto you, I ivill not drink bence-^ 
forth of this fruit of the vine, until that day 
when I drink it new with you in my Fa- 
therms kingdom. 

TTl 7 I T H thefe words of our bleffed Lord, s B R M. 

• • the Evangelift concludes his account ^ ^' 
of the inftitution of the facranjent of the 
Supper. It is an inftitution which, folemn 
and venerable in itfelf, is rendered ftill more 
fo, by the circumfiances which accompanied 

' Vol. IIL X it. 
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' xv"' ''■ O"'' !'"<' kad now, for about three 
1 — , — I years, continued to appear in his public 
charafler, in the land of Jodea. He had, 
all along, been watched with a jealous eye, 
by his enemies J and the time was come, 
when they were to prevail agaiiift him. A 
few friends he had, from the beginning, 
felefled, who, in every viciffitnde of his 
ftate, remained faithfully attached to Mm. 
With thefe friends he was now meeting for 
the laft time, on the very evening m which 
he was betrayed and feized. He perfeflly 
knew all that was to befal him. He knew 
that this was the laft meal in which he was 
ID join whh thofe, who had been the com- 
panions of all his labours, the confidents of 
all bk grieS ; among whom he had pafTed 
all the quiet and private moments of his life. 
He knew, that within a few hours, he was 
to be torn from thfe loved fociety, by a* 
band of rnfiians ; and by to-morrow, was 
to be pubficly arraigned, as a m^leiaftbr. 
With a heart melting with tendernefs, h^ 
feid tO' the twelve' Apoftles, as he fat down 
with them at xMc,Wilb defire Ibpvc JefireJ . 
8 /» 
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to eat this pajfover with you before Jfuffer *. ^ \^'** 
And then, having gratified himfelf for the u— ,«w 
laft time in their fociety, and having infti- 
tuted that commemoration of his death 
which was to continue in the Chriftiaa 
church until the end of ages^ he took a fo- 
lemn atid afieif^ionate fareWel of his friends, 
in the words of the text, I fay unto you^ 
that I "mill not drink henceforth oftbisfruik 
of the vine, until that day when I drink it 
new with you in my Father* s kingdom. 

As thefe words were uttered by our 
Lord, in the profpeft of his fufferingsj 
when preparing himfelf for death,, and 
looking forward to a future meeting with 
his friends in heaven ; let us, under this 
view, confider the facrament, which he 
then inftituted, as a preparation for all the 
fufferings of life, and efpecially, a prepa- 
. ration for death. It is fit and proper, that 
fuch folemn profpe^ls Oiould enter into the 
fervice which we are this day to perform* 
We have no reafon to imagine, that they 

* Lid», xxH. 15. 

X a will * 



DiailizodbvGoOglc * ■ 



3o8 On the Sacrament of the LortTs Supper, 

S ^^^' will render it a gloomy fervice. A good 
L . '^ II r and wife man is often difpofed to look for- 
ward to the termination of life. The num- 
ber of our days is determined by God j and 
certainly it will not tend to ihorten their 
number, that we employ ourfelves in pre- 
paring for death. On the contrary, while 
our days lafl, it will tend to make us pafs 
them more comfortably, and more wifely. 
Let us now then, as if for the lafl time we 
were to partake of this facrament, coufider 
how it may ferve to prepare us for the dy- 
ing hour. . 

I. It is a high exercife of all thofe difpo- 
fitions and affections. In which a good man 
would wilh to die. He would furely wifli 
to leave this world, in the fpirit of devo- 
tion towards God, and of fellowfhip and 
charity with all his brethren on earth. 
Now thefq are the very fentiments, which 
the facrament of the Lord's Supper in- 
ipires into the heart of every pious com- 
municant. It includes the highefl a^s of 
devotion of which humfln nature is ca- 
pable 
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pab!e. It imports, a lively fenfe of the in- S E R M. 
finite mercies of Heaven ; of the gratitude ^ ' f 
we owe to that God, who, by the death of 
his Son, hath reftored the forfeited happi- 
nefs and hopes of the human race. It im- 
ports, the confecration of the foul to God 5 
the entire refignation of ourfelves, and all • 
our concerns, into his hands ; as to the God 
whom we ferve and love ; the guardian in 
whom we confide. To tbee, Lord^ do Ilijl 
up my foul. Iwillgo to the altar of God^ to God 
my exceeding joy, I ivill come into thy houfe 
in the multitude of thy mercy; and in tbyfear^ 
I will -veorjhip towards thy holy temple *, 

Thefe devout affedlions towards God are, 
on this occalion, neceflarily accompanied 
with bepevolent difpofitions towards men. 
Our communion is not only with God, but 
with one another. In this folemn fervice, 
the diftindlion of ranks is abolished. "We 
aflemble in common before our great 
Lord, profeffing ourfelves to be all mem- 
bers of his family, and children of the ' 
fame Father. No feud, nor ftrife, nor en- 



mity, 
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.S^^M-mity, is perimtted to. approach the facred 
I.— V — i table. All within that hallowed fpac« 
breathes peace, and concord, and love. ^ 
thou bring thy gift to the altar ^ and there «- 
membereji that thy brother bath ought againft 
thee ; leave there thy gift before the altar ^ anS 
go thy way ; firji be reconciled to thy brother y 
and then come and offer thygifi *. What can 
be more becoming men and Chriftians, 
than fuch fentiments of piety to the great 
Father of the univerfe ; gratitude to the 
merciful Redeemer of mankind ; and cha- 
rity and forgivenefs towards all our bre- 
thren ? Is not this the temper in which a 
good man would wifh to live ? more efpe- 
cially, is not this the frame of mind which 
will give both dignity and peace to his laft 
moments? How difcompofed and embit- 
tered will thefe important moments prove, 
if, with a mind foured by the remembrance 
of unforgiven injuries, with a breaft rankled j 
by enmity, with a heart alienated from 
God, and infenfible to devotion, one be 
forced away from life ? 

* Mattbew, v. tj* 24. 

Contemplate 
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Gontemplate the manner In which our ^ ^'^• 
bleifed Lord died ; which the fervice of this t^.-v---' 
day' brings particularly into your view- 
You behold him, amidft the extremity of 
pain, calm and coUeded within hitafelf; 
pofleffihg his fpirit with all the ferenity 
which fublime devotion, and exalted beno- 
volfince, infpire. You hear him, firft, la- 
mwiting the fate of his unhappy country j 
next, when he was faftened to the crofs, 
addreffing words of confolation to his af- 
flifted parent ; and laftly, fending up pray- 
ers, mixed with compaflionate apologies, 
for thofe who were ihedding his blood. 
After all thofe cxercifes of charity, you be- 
hold him in an zB. of devout adoration and 
truft, refigning his breath : Father^ into thy 

bands I commend my fpirit. Canany death 

be pronounced unhappy, how diftrefsful fo- 
cver itS' circumftances may be, which is 
jhus fupported, and dignified ? What coultj 
we wi& for more in our laft moments, than 
with this peaceful frame of mind, this 
calm of all the affedticpis, this exahation 
pf feeart towards God, this diffufion of 
% J^ benevolence 



_ ,i,z<,i:,., Google 



312 On the Sacrament of the Lord*t Supper, 

^vv^* benevolence towards men, to bid adieu to 

(-^Y-^ tbe world ? 

If, in fuch a fpirit as this, we would all 
wifli to die, let us think, that now is the 
time to prepare for it, by feafonably cut 
tivating this fpirit while we live ; by im- 
bibing, in particular, frpni the holy facra- 
ment, thofe difpofitions and afFe(flions 
which we would wifli to poffefs at our 
lateft period. It is altogether vain to ima- 
gine, that when the hour of death ap- 
proaches, we fhall be able to form our. 
felves into the frame of mind which is then 
moft proper and decent. Amidft the ftnig- 
gles of nature, and under the load of fick- 
nefs or pain, it is not time for unaccuftom-» 
ed exertions to be made, or for new refor- 
mations to be begun. Sufficient^ and morg 
than fufficient, for that day is the evil tberct 
of. It will be too late to aflume then the 
hero, or the faint, if we have been totally 
unacquainted with the charafter before. 
The fentiments we would difplay, and the 
language we would utter, will be alien and 
(trange to us. They will be forced, and fo, 
reign 
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Tcign to the heart. It is only in confe- ^ERM. 
quence of habits acquired in former and ^.^^.i,.^ 
better days, that a temper of piety and 
•charity can grow up into fuch ftrength, ds 
to confer peace and magnanimity on the 
coftcludiog hours of life. Peculiarly fa- 
vourable -to the acquifition of fiich a tem- 
per, are the devotions of this day. In this 
view, let us perform them ; and ftudy to 
be at the table of the Lord, what we would 
wifli to be when the fummons of death fhall 



II. This facrament becomes a prepara- 
tion for death, by laying a foundation for 
peace with God. What is important at the 
clofe of life, is not only the temper in 
which we leave the world, but the fituation 
in which we ftand with refpeCt to that 
great Judge, before whom we are about to 
appear. This view of our fit\iation is apt 
to efcape us, during the ordinary courfe of 
life. Occupied with the affairs and con, 
cems of this world ; flattered by thofe iUu- 
fivfe colours of innocence and virtue, in 
which 
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^ xv.^' '^^^^^ felf-love dreffes up our charaft^r, 
^ — , — I apprehenfions of gmlt create little uneafi* 
nefs to the multitude of men. But, on the 
approach of death, their ideas change. A» 
the inquifition of the iupreme Judge draws 
mgh, remembered tranfgreflions crowd up- 
on the mind. Guilt becomes ilrongly rea* 
lized to the imagination ; and alarms, be- 
fore unknown, begin to arife. Hence that 
anxiety, in the profpe£t of a future iavi. 
fible world, which is fo often feen to attend 
the bed of death. Hence thofe various me- 
thods, which fuperflition has devifed fop 
quieting this anxiety; the trembling mind 
eagerly grafping, every feeble plank on 
which it can lay hold ; and flying for prOf 
tedion to the moft unavailing aid. ITie 
ftouteft fpirits have been then known to 
bend ; the proudeft hearts to be humbled. 
They who are now moft thoughtlefs about 
their fpiritual concerfis, may, perhaps, be 
in this ftate before they die. 

The difpenfation of grace, difcovered in 
the gpfpel, affords the only remedy againft 
thofe terrors, by the promife of pardon, ex- 
tended 
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tended to the penitent, through the merits S E R M. 
of our Lord Jefus Chrift. It is the very 1..,^,— 1 
e0ence of this facrament, to exhibit this 
promifed grace to mankind ; My body tvbicb 
v/as broken for you ; my blood Jbed for man^ 
for the retnijjion ofjins. Here, fhines from 
above, the ray of hope. Divinejuftice, we 
are affured, is not inexorable. Divine mer- 
cy is acceffible, to all who believe and re- 
pent. The participation of this facrament, 
therefore, naturally imparts comfort to the 
worthy communicant; as it fuppofes, on 
his part, a cordial compliance with thofe 
terms, on which pardon is offered by the 
gofpel to mankind. 

I mean not to fay, that the participation 
of this facrament, how pious and proper 
foever our difpofitions at the time may be, 
is, of itfelf, fufficient to enfure us of com- 
fort at death. It were unwarrantable to 
flatter Chriftians, with hopes to this extent. 
No fingle z.Ql of the moft fervent devotion 
can afford affured hopes of peace with Hea- 
ven, until thefe hopes be confirmed by the 
Succeeding tenor of a good life. But what 
may 
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SERM. may fafely be aflerted is, that communica- 
t_ ,| J, ,_f ting in a proper manner, makes way for 
fuch hopes. It is an introdut^ion to that 
ftate of reconciliation with God, which will 
give you peace in death. It is the begin- 
ning of a good courfe, which, if duly pur- 
sued, willmake your latter end blefled. It 
is the entrance of the path of the jujl ; the 
morning of that ligbty which Jhinetb more 
and more unto the perfeB day. For this holy 
facrament is a profefied renunciation of the 
vices and corruptions of the world. It is 
a profeflTed derelidion of former evil ha- 
bits j a folemn return, on ourpart, to God 
and virtue, under the firm truf^, that God 
will, through Jefus Chrift, fhow mercy to 
the fraihies of the penitent. If you conti- 
nue to fupport the charatSer which you 
this day aflume, the invifible world will no 
longer prefent to you a fcene of terrors. 
You will be comforted with the view of 
gocdnefs and compaflion, as predominant 
in the adminiftration of the univerfe. After 
having finiftied a virtuous courfe, you 
will be able to look up to that God whom 

J3 you 
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you have worfliipped, and to fay, I know ^^^**- 
in whom I have trujlcd. Though J walk ^— y-^ 
through the valley oftbejhadow of death, I 
•will fear no evil; for thou art "with me. Tbj 
rod and thy Jlaff Jhall comfort me. 

III. This facrament prepares us for a 
happy death, by ftrengthening the connec- 
tion between Chriftians, and Chrift their 
Saviour. This is a conne£tion which, in 
various ways, redounds to their benefit ; 
and will be found particularly confolatory 
at the hour of death. The awful Majefty 
of Heaven is in danger of overwhelming 
the mind, in the feeble moments of depart- 
ing life. The reverence it infpires is ming- 
led with fenfations of dread, which might 
be too ftrong for us then to bear. When 
we look up to it, through a Mediator and 
Interceflbr, that Majefty aiTumes a milder 
afpedt, and appears to invite our approach. 
Whatever, therefdre, forms a conneiflion 
with this great Mediator, this powerful 
friend and patron of the human race, muft 
be moft defirable to every one, efpecially to 
the 
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s E R M. the dying man. Now, this facramfint unites 
1 1, .^ ' ._ f U3 clofely with him. It is the oath of 
our allegiance. It is the adt of enliftlng 
ourfclves under the banner of this divine 
Leader. (M'courfe, it ftrengthens our faith 
in him, as our guide through life, and our 
guardian and protestor in death. It gives 
us a title .to look up to him, under the 
confidence of that reciprocal engagement, 
which fidelity on the one hand is always 
Underftood to imply, of protedion on thie 
other. 

His participation of our nature conveys 
a degree of encouragement, which we could 
derive from no being altogether celeftial, 
how gracious or benign focver. In our ut-* 
moft extremity, we can have recourfe to 
his fympathiiing aid, who had experience 
both of the diftreffes of life, and of th« 
terrors of death. We behold, in the text, 
with what firm tranquillity he looked fori- 
ward to his approaching fufferings* Sin- 
cere attachment to our great Mafter, may 
be expefted to infufe into us fome degree 
6f the fame happy compofure of mind. It 
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is owmg to .our lofing out of view this per- * ^^ *•• 
fe^ model ; to our fdlowing the crowd, t— y i,i. 
and adc^ttng the common fpirit of the 
world, that We become mean-fpirited and 
hafe S lerrilely attached to life, and afraid 
to die. J)id we, according to our .engage- 
ments at the Lord's table, keep our eye 
fixiid OD our divine Leader, and ftudy to 
follow his fteps, a portion of his fpirit 
would delcetid upon us at the hour of 
death. It would be as the mantle of Eli- 
jah, falling on a cho&n difciple ; and would 
enable us, as it did Eliflia of old, to fmite, 
and divide the waters.-^— We believe our 
Saviour DOW to rule in the wcn'ld of fpirits. 
The grave, therefore, bars not his follow- ' 
crs from acoe& to him. In the grave, for 
our falce, he once lay down, that be might 
difpel the gloom which appears to us to 
cover that fornjidable manfion. In a Ihort 
time he aroie from it, in order to aflure us^ 
that the dark and narrQW houfeVas not to 
epn^ne Ws followers for ever. By hit 
death, he conquered death ; and him that 
\^ the pow^ of it ; and his voice to ua 
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SERM. isj Becaufe lUve^ yeJhaUlhealfo. HencCf 
,_ , ^' . ^ as long as we prefeire that attachment to 
him which we this day profefs, we are fur- 
nlHied with a variety of confiderations pro- 
per for fupporting us in the profpeft of oyt 
diflblution.— -This leads me to obferve,, . • 

IV. That the facrament of which -w.t 
arc to partake, prepares us for death, by 
confirming and enlivening our hope of im- 
mortality. In this facrament, my friends, 
you a£l for both worlds. As inhabitants 
of the earth, you are on this day to look 
, forward, with care, to your future beha- 
^viour in it. For you are not, by any means* 
difengaging yourfelves totally from this life^ 
and its concerns. On the contrary, you 
are forming, and even flrengthening, thofe 
conne^ons, which virtue requires you to 
maintain with your friends, and fellow- 
creatures around you. -At the fame time, 
you are not to confider yourfelves as citi- 
zens of earth only ; but alfo as citizens of 
heaven. You are to recognize, on this oc- 
cafion, your relation to a higher and better 
country. 
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country, with which you are connefled by S E R m: 
the moft facred ties ; and from which you . . — ^- ._f 
derive thofe comforts and hopes, that will 
both purify your life, and render your death 
happy. The facrament of the fupper is, in 
this view, an afcent of the mind above ter- 
reftrial things. At the Lord's table, we af- 
ibclate ourfelves, in feme degree, with fpirits 
cf a more exalted order. We declare, that 
wc are tending towards their fociety ; and 
have fixed our final reft within the veil. 
This view of the inftitution, fo comfortable 
to the laft period of life, is plainly given us 
in the words of the text. For it is worthy 
of particular obfervation, that, as foorras 
our Lord had inftituted this facrament, he. 
ftraightway leads the thoughts of his dif- 
ciples to a ftate of future exiftence. Em- 
ploying that metaphorical ftyle, which the. 
occafion natiarally fuggefted, he tells them^ 
that though he was not henceforth to drink 
of the fruit of the viae on earth, yet a day 
was coming, when he was again to. drink it 
with them; to drink it, in his Father s king- 
dom- Two diftrnft ideas are, in thefe words. 
Vol. in. Y prefented 
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^2i On the Sacrament of the Lora^s Supper^ 

s E R M. prefented to us. One is, the abode into* 
^_.^ ^ which our Saviour was to remove ; bis Fa^ 
tbers kingdom. The other, the fociety which 
he was there to enjoy ; ivith you in my Fa- 
tbers kingdom. Thefe correfpond to the 
two views, under which death is moft for- 
midahle to men ; both of which he intended 
to banifti, by the inftitution of this facra- 
ment : firft, that death is a tranfition to a 
new and unknown world ; and next, that it 
is a -final feparation from all the friends 
whom, we have loved on earth. 



First J if death terminates pur exiftence 
here, the abode to which it tranflates the- 
feithful followers of Chrift, is the kingdom 
of his Father. The inftitution of this 
fecrament difpeia all the gloomy ideas of 
annihilation, of non- exiftence, of total dark- 
uefs, which our imagination is ready to- 
affociate with' the grave. We are here 
afiured, that, to good men, death is not thtf 
clofe of being, but a change of ftate; a re- 
moval, 'from a diftant and obfcure province 
pf the.' linivedc,. into the city of God, the 
;. ,. - chief 
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chipf feat of their Father's kingdom. They SERM. 
have every reafon to believe, that the oW ■ ■ -,~.j 
jefls which are to meet them there, how new 
and unknown foevcr, fhall all be propitious 
and friendly. For into the kingdom of his 
Father, their Lord has declared, that he is 
entered as thtit/breru;jner, I go to my Fa- 
ther^ and your Father \ to my God^ and your 
Ged. In my Fathers boufe are many man- 
Jions. I go to prepare a place for you. I 
ivill come againy and receive you to myfelf, 
that where I(im^ there ye may be alfo. What 
reafonings, what fpeculations, can have 
power to impart fo much peace to the dying 
man, as a promife fo dired and 'explicit, 
coming from him who is truth" itfelf, and 
cannot lie ? If it were not fo^ I would 
have told you*. The profpedi becomes ftill 
more cheering and relieving, when we 
include, 

The other circumftance mentioned in 
the text J the fociety to be enjoytd in that 

* Jdha, xiv.-2. 

Y a future 
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SERM. future ftate of being. With you^ 1 Jhall 
^ , -/- . j drink of the fruit of the vine in my Father^ s 
.kingdom. In how amiable a light does our 
Saviour herg appear, looking forward to a 
future reunion with thofe beloved friends, 
whom he was now leaving, as to a circum- 
ftance which ftiould increafe both his own 
felicity and theirs, when they met again la 
a happier wo/ld 1 -Thus, in the moft affec- 
tionate manner, cheering their drooping and 
deje£led fpirits ; and, by a fimilar profpeft, 
providing for the conafort of his followers 
in future generations, when they ihould be 
about to leave the world. 

The expreffions In the text plainly fuggeft 
a joyful intercourfe among friends, who had 
been feparated by death : and therefore feem 
to give much confirmation, to what has al- 
ways been a favourite hope of good men ; 
that friends fhall know and recognife each 
other, and renew their former connetStions, 
in a future ftate of exiftence. How many 
pleafing profpeifls does fuch an intimation 
open to the mind ! How much does it tend 
to compenfate the vanity of life, and to mi- 
tigate 
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tigate the forrows of death ! For it Is not to S E r m. 
be denied, that one of the moft bitter cir- •-. , -^-^ 
cumftances attending death, is t{ie 6nal fe- . 
paration from beloved friends. This is apt 
equally to wring the hearts of the dying, 
and the furviving ; and it is an anguifli of 
that fort, which defcends mofl deeply into 
the virtuous and worthy breaft. When, fur- 
rounded with an affectionate family, and 
weeping friends, a good man is taking his 
laft adieu of all whom he held moft dear on 
earth ; when, with a feeble voice, he is 
giving them his bleffing, before he leaves 
them for ever ; when, for the laft time, he 
beholds the countenance, be touches the 
hand, he hears the voice, of the perfon 
neareft his heart ; who could bear this bit- 
temefs of grief, if no fupport were to be 
miniftered by religious hope ? if there were 
no voice to whifper to our fpirits, that here- 
after we, and thofe whom we love, fliail 

meet again in a more blifsful land ? r— 

Wh^t higher view can pofllbly be given, of 

the benefit redounding from this divine in- 

(litution, than its aftbrding us confolatioa 

Y3 ia 
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SERM. in fuch fituations of extreme diftrefs, by 
XV. . . ^ 

^-■J-.^ realifing to our fouls the belief of an im- 
mortal ftate, in which all the virtuous and 
worthy fliSU be reunited in the prefence of 
their common Lord \ 

Thus I have fet before you many con- 
fiderations, arifing from the facrament of 
our Lord's fupper, which render it a proper 
preparation, not only for a good life, but 
for a comfortable and happy deatli. The' 
great improvement to be made of the fub- 
jeft is, to bring to the altar of Go(l fuch 
difpofitloris of heart, as may give us ground 
to hope for this bleffed ef&dl. Let us ap- 
proach to the. facranieAt with the fame fe- 
rioufnefs of frame, as if it were the laft time 
>ve were ever to partake of it; as if we were 
now leaking provifion -for a journey to that 
fand whence none return ; as if "we were 
never to drink^ in tbis manner, of tbefruii 
of the vinVy itntil that day "wben lee drink it^ 
with thofe whom we have loved, in our'Fa- 
tbcrs kingdom. — ^God only knows to 
whom thismay he truly fpoken ! God knows 
who. 
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who, of this aflembly, Ihall never have op- SERM. 
fortunity to , approach again to the facred . ' ^ 
table, .arid to meet with their brethren, on 
fuch an occafioo, in the courts of the Lord's 
houfe ! — Whatever our doom is to be, whe- 
ther we are appointed for life or for death, 
fuch is the frame of mind which now beft 
becomes, and will moft improve ps, in par- 
taking of the hc^y facrament. 

Let me caution you, before J conclude, 
againft judging of the "propriety of your dif- 
pofition in this folemn afl: of worfliip, iblely 
by the warmth of your afFedtions,* and the 
fervour of your devotion. This Hate of 
. heart, how defirable foever it may be, can- 
not be at all times poflefTed. It depends, in 
fome meafure, on natural fenfibility. AH 
are not equally endowed with warm and 
tender feelings. Even they who are fufcep- 
tible of the higheft degrees of pious and 
virtuous fenfibility, cannot, on every occa- 
fion, command that happy temperature of 
mind. We are not, therefore, to judge un- 
favourably of ourfelves, if this be not always 
V 4 the 
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3 E R M. the privilege of our devotions. It is chiefly 
t__,^I^ a fedate and compofcd frame of fpirit, that 
■we muft ftudy to cultivate ; arifing from 
grave and fober thoughts ; from ferious and 
penitent recollefl:ion of paft errors j from 
good purpofes for the future ; and from 4 
deep fenfe of the approaching events of death 
and immortality. Penetrated with fuch dif- 
pofitions, you have ground to come to the 
altar of God with humble truft and joy ; 
under the belief, that you are approaching, 
through the great Redeemer, to that mer- 
ciful Cr^tor, to whom, in the high and holy 
place of eternity f the devout afpJrations of 
his fervants on earth, are ever acceptable aa4 
pleafing, 
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SERMON XVI. 

On the Use and Abuse of the World- 



I Corinthians, viL 31. 

"^Tbey Ibat ufe this world^ as not ahujing it.-^ 

THE world is always reprefcnted in SERM. 
Scripture as the great fcene of trial ,\± ^.'^ 
to a Chriftian. It fets before him a variety 
of duties, which are incumbent on him to 
perform j and, at the fame time, furrounds 
him with many dangers, againft which he 
has to guard. The part which is proper 
for him to a£l, may be comprifed in thefe 
two expreffive words of the text ; ujing the 
worlds and net abujing it; the fignificancy 
and extent of which, I purpofe now to 
f xplain. The fubjeft is of the higher im- 
portance. 
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^ xvi*^- P°'^3^'=^* ^s iu the world we mull live ; 

\ — »—/ and according as we ufe, or abufe it, it will 
prove either our friend, or our greateft 
foe. 

It is natural to begin with - obferving, 
that the Chriftian is here fuppofed to ufe 
the world', by which we muft certainly un- 
derftand the Apoftle to mean, maintaining 
intercourfe and connedion with the world \ 
living in it, as one of the members of hu- 
man fociety ; atTuming that rank which 
belongs to his ftation. No one can be faid 
\Q ufe the world v/ho lives not thus. Hence 
, ., it.follows, that fequeftration from the world 
' ■ ■ ■ ' IS no part of Chriftian duty ; and it ap- 
pears ftrange, that even among thofe who 
■ - approve not of monaftic confinement, fe^- 
clufion from the pleafures of fociety fhould 
have been fometimes confidered, as belong- 
ing to the character of a religious man. 
They' have been fuppofed to be the beft 
Servants of God, who, confecrating their 
lime Co .the eXerdfcs of devotion, mingle 
ieaft" in the ordinary commerce of the 
wcffld ; and cfpecially who abftain moft 
,' rigidly 
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rigidly fr&m all that has the appearance of xvi. * 
atnufement. ' But how pious and fincere ' — »'~-' 
. foever the intentions of fuch perfons may 
be, they certainly take not the propereft 
method, either for improving themfelves, or 
for advancing religion among others. For 
this is not ufing the world, but relinquith- 
ing it. loftead of making the light trf a 
good example ihine "with ufieful fplendour 
throughout the cirde of ibciety, they ton- 
fine it within a narrow corfipars. Accord- 
ing to the mietaphor eniployed by. our Sa- 
viour, after the candk is Ifgbted^ they put it 
under a bafheL Ihftead of recommending 
religion to the world, they exhibit itunder 
the forbidding afpeS of unneceflary aufte- 
rity. Inftead of employing their influence, 
to regulate and temper the, pleafures ,-cif the 
World, by a nxoderate participation of thofi: 
that are innocent, they deliver up all the 
entertainments of fociety, into the hands df ' 

the loofe and giddy. . ■ 

The Various dangers which the world 
prefents to one who is deftrous of main- 
taining his piety and integrity, have givea 
nfe 
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*xv(**' ^'^^-^^ t^" fcrupulous caution concerniog 
•— *~-» ihe ufe of the world ; and fo far, the prin- 
ciple is commendabfe. But we muft re- 
member, that the virtue of a Chriftian is to 
be fhown, in furmounting dangers which 
he is called to encounter. Into the poft of 
danger we were ordered by Providence, 
when we were brought into this world. 
"We were jJaced.as foldiers, ,on the field of 
battle. It is there, that our fideHty to our 
great Commander muft appear. The moft 
iignal virtue* which adorn and improve the 
human charader, are dtl^layed in a£tive 
Ufe. There, the ftrength of the mind is 
brought forth, and put to the teft. There, 
all the amiable difpofitions of the heart find 
their proper exercife : humanity is culti- 
vated ; patience, fortitude, and felf-denial, 
come forward in all their forms ; and the 
light of good men's works fo ftiines before 
others, as to lead them to glorify their Fa-* 
thtr ivhicb is in heaven. 
. It may be affumed, therefore, as a prin- 
ciple juftified by the text, and by the whole 
ftrain of Scripture, that io ufe, and in a" ^er^- 
tain 
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tain degree to enjoy, the njoorld^ is altoge- S E Ra- 
ther confiftent with religion. According ^^. -^- '.f 
to the rank which men polTefs in fociety, 
according to their age, their employment 
and connexions, their intercourfe with the 
world will be more or leis extended. In 
private life, they ufe the world with pro- • 
priety, who are adive and induftrlous in 
their callings ; juft and upright in thcic 
dealings ; fober, contented, and cheerful ia 
their ftation. When the circumftances of 
men allow them a wider command of the 
enjoyments of the world, of thofe enjoy- 
ments they may freely partake, within the 
bounds of temperance, moderation, and de- 
cency. The higheft fituations of rank and 
opulence, ought to be diftinguiflied by dig- 
■ nity of character ; by extenfive beneficence, 
ufefulnefs, and public fpirit ; by magni- 
ficence, without oftentation ; and generou* 
hofpitality, without profufion. 

"We Ihall have a clearer view of the pro- 
per ufe of the world, when we contraft it. 
with that abufe of the world, which we too . 
often obferve. Thofe abufes manifeft them- 
. 6 felvcs 
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SE R M. felves in various forms ; but in general majf 
■ be claffed under three great heads. 

I. They are abufers of the world, who 
intemperately give themfelves up to its plea- 
fures, and lead a life of licentioufneft, 
riot, and diiTipation. Amidft the wealth 
and luxury of the- prefent age, it will be 
admitted, ' that 'perfons of this defcriptioa 
are not unfrequent, who, being opulent in 
fortune, and perhaps high in rank, think 
themfelves entitled to pafs their days in a 
carelefs manner, without any other ohjefit 
in view, than the gratificaiion of their fenfes 
and pailions. It fliall be granted, that they 
are not obliged to that exaft oeconomy and 
attention in their manner of living, which 
the ftate of fortune may requise of others. 
Gaiety fhall be permitted to them ; change 
of fcene, and variety of amufements. But 
let them not forget, that as men and mem- 
befs of fociety, not to fay prcfeflbrs of the 
Ghriftian faith, they are bound to ftop fliort 
in .their career of pleafure, as foon as it be- 
comes difgraceful to themfelves, and hurt- 
4 ful 
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fill to the world. By the tram of Ufe which S e r m. 
they lead, they defeat every purpofe for . . . ,^ 
which Providence beftowed on them the 
bleiEhgs of profperity. They fink every 
talent which they poflefs, into ufelefs infig- 
nificancy. They corrupt the public man- 
ners by their example ; ai>d diffufe among 
others the fpirit of extravagance and folly. 
They behave in a manner altogether un-* 
fuitable to the condition of the world in 
which we live ; where we are expofed to fo 
much change, furrounded with fo much 
diftrefs, and daily behold fo many afiedting 
fcenes, as ought to awaken ferious reflec- 
tion, and chaften difliblute mirth. 

With indignant eyes, the fober and think- 
ing part of mankind view the luxury and 
riot of thofe abufers of the world. To them 
are owing the difcontents of the poor, their 
difaifedion to their fuperiors, their prone- 
nefs to difturb the peace of the world. 
When the poor behold wealth properly - 
ufed, they look up with refpedt to them 
who poflefs it. They reft contented in 
their ftation; and blefs the juft and the ge- 
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SERM. nerous, from Whofe munificence , they re- 
(..*-„H^ celve employment and reward. But when 
they behold thofe men of pleafure difli- 
pating, in vice and folly, the fortune which 
their forefathers had honourably earned ; 
when they behold them opprefling all their 
dependents, merely that they may revel in 
luxurious extravagance, then their hearts 
fwell within them ; with murmurs of fal- 
len grief, they eye their own mean habita- 
tion, and needy family ; and become pre- 
pared for robbery, tumult, fedition, and 
every evil work. 

*■ The condu£l of fuch abufers of the 
world, is not only pernicious, to the wel- 
fare of fociety, and to the interefts of vir- 
tue ; it is equally ruinous to themfelves. 
I Ihall not infill: on the lofs of reputation, 
the wafte of fortune, the broken health, 
and debilitated frame, which are the well- 
known confequences of a life of intempe- 
. ^ rate pleafure. I Ihall not recount all the 
better and more fubftantial enjoyments 
which they forfeit. Amidft the turbulence . 
of riot, and the fumes of intoxication, un- 
known 
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known to them are the rational entcrtaia- ^ER^M. 
metits of regular life ; the enjoyment of the >—>»—» 
face of nature; the pleafures of knowledge, 
and an improved mind j the pleafures of 
private friendlhip, and domeftic fociety ; 
the confcious 'fatisfaftion which accompa- 
nies honourable labours, and the juftly ac- 
quired efteem of thofe who furround them. 
All thefe they have thrown aWayj and in 
their room have fubftituted, what they 
think more high and vivid pleafures. But 
of what nature are thofe pleafures ? Even in' 
laughter the heart is/orroivful; and the end of 
that mirth is heavinefs *. 

At the bottom of the hearts of all men, 
there lies a fecret fenfe of propriety, virtue, 
and honour. This fenfe may be fo far blunt- 
ed, as to lofe its influence in guiding men to 
what is right, while yet it retains its power 
of making them feel that they are ading 
wrong. Hence remorfe often gnaws the' 
heart, which 'affetfts to appear light, and gay, 
before the world. Among the Crowd of 

• Prov. »v. 13. 
Vol. m. Z amufe- 
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^ XU'*^' smufements, the voluptuary may endea- 
^— y-^ vour to ftifle his uneafmefs; but through 
all his defences it will penetrate. A con- 
fcious fcnfe of his own infignificance, when 
he fees others diftinguifhed for a£ting ^ 
manly and worthy part ; refleflion on the 
time he has wafted, and the contempt he 
has incurred ; the galling remembrance of 
his earlier and better days, when he gave 
the fair promif* of accompliffiments, which 
now are blafted, have frequently been found 
to fadden the feftive hour. The noife of 
merriment may be heard ; but heavinefs 
lies at the heart. While the tabret and the 
viol play, a melancholy voice founds in his 
ears. The wafted eftate, the neglefted halls, 
and ruined m^nfions of his father, rife to 
view. The angry countenances of his 
friends feem to ftare him in the face. A 
hand appears to come forth on the wall, 
and to write his doom. 

Retreat then, from your diflionourable 
courfes, ye who by licentioufiiefs, extra- 
vagance, and vice, are abufers of the world! 
You are degrading, you are ruining your- 
3 felves. 
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felvfts. You are grofsly mifemployiflg the ^ e R M. 
gifts of God ; and the giver will not fail Xo *.^>~-i~mi 
puiiifti. Awake to the purfuits of men of 
virtue, and honour. Bftak loofe from that 
magic circle, within which you are at pre- 
fcnt held. Rejeft the poifoned cup which 
the enchantrefs Pleafure holds up to your 
lips. Draw afide the veil which flie throws 
over your eyes. You will then fee other 
obje£ls than you now behold. You will 
fee a dark abyfs opening below your feet. 
You will fee virtue and temperance mark- 
ing out the road, which conduds to true 
felicity. You will be enabled to difcern, that 
the world is enjoyed to advantage, by none 
but fuch as follow thofe divine guides ; and 
who confider pleafure as the feafoning, but 
not as the bufmefs of life. 

II. The world is abufed, not only by an 
intemperate purfuit of its pleafures, but by 
a fordid attachment to its gains. This re- 
Ipefts a fet of men of very different de- 
fcription from the former j more decent in 
their carriage, and lefs flagrant in their 
2 2 ■rices . 
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.S E R M. vices J but corrupted by the world in no 
^^y^ _ , lefs a degree. For the world is often abufed 
by the men of bufinefe, as much as by the 
men of pleafure- When worldly fuccefs 
becomes the fole objefl: of their lifej when 
the accumulation of fortune fo engroffes 
them as to harden their heart againft every 
feeling of moral obligation ; when it 
renders them infenfible to the calls of af- 
fedion, and to the impreffions of piety 
and religion; they then come under the 
clafs of the covetous, whom, it is faid, the 
-Lord abborretb *. 

The world, with its advantages, is a 
lawful obje<£t of purfuit to a Chrillian. 
He may feek, by fair induftry, to ren- 
der his circumftances affluent. Without 
reproof, he may aim at diftimaion and 
confideration in the world. He may be- 
ftow a confiderable portion of his time and 
attention, on the fuccefsful management of 
his worldly intereft. All this is within the 
fimits of that allowable ufe of the world, to 
which religion gives its fandlion. But to 

. » Pfalm X. 3. 

a wife 
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a wife and good man, the world is only a ^ yy.^' 
fecondary obje£t. He remembers there is u— y — t 
an eternity beyond it. His care 15, not 
merely to amafs and poflefs, but to ufe his 
poireflions well, as one who is accountable 
to God. He is not a flave, either to the 
hopes, or the fears of the world. He would 
rather forfeit any prefent advantage, than 
obtain it at the expence of violating the di- 
vine law, or negleding his duty. This is 
ufmg the world like a good man. This is 
living in it, as a fubjedt of God, and a 
member of the great community of man- 
kind. To fuch a man, riches are a blef- 
ftng. He may enjoy them with magnifi- 
cence ; but he will ufe them with liberali- 
ty. They open a wide field to the exercife 
of his virtue, and allow it to ihinc with 
diffufive luftre. 

Very oppofite to this, is the chara£ier of 
the worldly-minded. To them, the mere 
attainment of earthly poffeflions, is an ul- 
timate aim. They sannot be faid to ufe the 
•world; for to poffefs, not to ufe or enjoy, 
is their object. They are emphatically faid 
Z 3 ia 
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S xvi'^' ^" Scripture, t« load tbemfelves •with thick 
4_^^__j clay *. Some fort of apology may be framed 
for them who feek to extraft from the 
world, pleafure of one kind or other. But 
for thofe who know no pleafure, farther- 
than adding houje to boufi^ and field to fields 
and calling them their own, it is hardly 
poffible to frame any apology. Such per- 
fons are idolaters of the worfl; kind ; for 
they have made the world their God. They 
daily worfhip and bow down before it; 
and hold nothing to be mean or bafe,. which. 
can promote the enlargement of their for- 
tune. He 13 an abufer of the world, let 

his poffcffion of it be ever {q ample, who 
knows nothing higher than the gains of the 
world. He is an abufer of the world, who 
facrifices probity, virtue, or humanity, to 
its interefls. He is an abufer of the world, 
. who cannot occafionally retreat from it, to 
contider what charaAer he beara in the 
fight of God; and to what iiTue his con- 
duit will bring him at laft. In a word, the 

* Habakknk, ii. 6. 

world 
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•world is then properly ufed, when it is ge- ^ yvi*** 
neroufly and beneficently enjoyed; neither — ,— j 
hoarded up by avarice, nor fquandered by 
oftentation. 

III. The world is abufed, by thofe who 
employ its advantages to the injury or op- 
preflion of their brethren. Under this clafs 
are included, the worft and moft criminal 
abufers of the world; who turn againft 
their fellow-creatures, thofe advantages 
with which it has pleafed Heaven to diftin- 
guifh them. It is a clafs which compre- 
hends, the fovereign who tyrannlfes over his 
people ; the great man who opprefles his 
dependents; the matter who is cruel to his 
fervants ; every one, in fine, who renders 
his fuperiority of any kind, whether of 
wealth or power, unnecelTarily grievous to 
thofe who are his inferiors : Whofe fuper- 
cilioufneffi dejefts the modeft ; whofe info- 
lence tramples on the poor; whofe rigour 
makes the widow and the orphan weep. 
Perfons of this charader, while thus abu- 
Z 4 fing 



DolizodbyGoOgle 



344 ^" f^^ m^ andAbttfe of the World. 

'^ xv/^ fing the advantages of the world, may, for 
t— 1,— J a while, enjoy their triumph. But let them 
T>ot think, their triumph is always to laft; 
Their turn fliall come, to be humbled as 
low as thofe who;n they now opprefs. For 
jhere is a vigilant eye in the heavens, atten- 
tive to obferve their procedure. There is 
an impartial ear, which liftens to every juft 
complaint preferred againft theni. There 
is an irrefiftible arm ftretched over their 
lieads, whofe weight they fhall one day 
feel. The Sovereign of the univerfe cha- 
raderifes himfelf in the facred writings, as 
peculiarly an adverfary to the infolent and 
haughty. For the oppreffton of the poor, Jhr 
ihefighing of the needy , no'w will I ar'tfe,faitb 
the Lord; I •willfet him ta fafety from him 
tbatpuffeth at him *. I will come near to you 
in judgment; and I will be a fwift witnefs 
ogainfl thofe that opprefs the hireling in his 
-wages y the widow^ and the fatberlefs^ and 
that turn afsde the Jlr anger from bis right "f . 
ile that opprcjfetb the poor, reproacbetb bi^ 

" Pfalni sii. 5. -\ Malachi, iii. 5. 

' Maker. 
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Maker *. the Lord will plead, their caufe ; S E R M: 
cndjpoil the foul oftbofe tbatfpoiled tbem -|-. w. v —J 

After hearing thefe ai^ful words, is it 
not ftrange, O men, at once infatuated and 
cruel! that you cannot ufe the world, with-, 
out dbufing it, to the diftrefs of your bre- 
thren ? Even fuppofing no puni0iment to, 
be threatened, no arm to be lifted up 
againft you, is there nothing within you, 
that relents at the circun\ftance3 of thofe 
below you in the world ? Is it not enough, 
that they fuffer their own hard fate, with- 
out its being aggravated, by your feverity 
and oppreffion ? Why muft the aged, the 
poor, and the friendlefs, tremble at your 
greatnefs? Cannot you be happy, unlefs 
you make them eat their fcanty morfel in 
bitternefs of heart? You happy! — profalne 
not the word-^what is fuch happinefs as 
yours, compared with that of him who 
could fay, When the ear beard me, tben it 
hlejfed me ; andwbentbeeyefaivme, it gave 
witnefs to me ; becaife I delivered the poor 

* Prov. xiv. 51. \ Prov. xxii. 25. 

i tbat 
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'xvi**' ''^''^ cr'ied^ and the fatberhfs^ and him that 
fc« y" * had none to help him. I wat a father to the 
poor. The blejjtng of him that was ready to 
Peri/hy came upon me ; and I caujed the ividoiv^s 
heart to fng for joy*. How properly did 
fuch a man ufe the isorldy and with what 
juft honour did he flourifh in it ! Unto me 
' men gave ear; they kept flence^ and 'waited 
for my counfeL The princes refrained talking. 
Itbe aged arofe^ and food up. My root -was 
Jpread out by the -waters; and the denv lay 
upon my tranch.-^^^Not only unknown to 
you are fuch pleafures of virtuous profpe- 
rity; but, even previous to prepared pu- 
niftiment, be aflured, that remorfe is ap- 
proaching to wring your hearts. Of the 
. world, which you now abufe, in a fhort 
time nothing fliall remain, but the horror 
arifing from remembered crimes. The 
wages you have detained, the wealth you 
have fqueezed from the needy, fhall lie 
heavy on your fouls. The ftately build- 
ings which your pride has ere^ed, by means 

• Job, xxix, II.— 16. 

of 
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of violence and oppreffion, fhall feem haunt- ^ ERM. 
ed by injured ghofts. The Jione Jhall cry i_,-y-,_f 
cut of the ivall; and the beam out of the titH' 
her Jhall anfwer it *. When you lie on the 
bed of death, the poor, whom you have 
opprefled, fhall appear to you, as gather- 
ed together ; ftretching forth their hands, 
and lifting up their voices againft you, at 
the tribunal of Heaven. / have feen the 
nvicked great in potxer, andj^readmghimfelf 
like a green bay-tree. But he Pq/fed aivay, 
and was not, I fought him, but be could not he 
found. They are brought down to dejblation 
in a moment J and utterly confumed -with ter- 
rors. As a dream iJDhen one awaketb, fo^ O 
Lord, when thou awakejly thouflmlt defpife 
their image f . 

Thus I have ffiown what it is to ufe, and 
what to ahufe the "world. When, according 
to our different ftations, we enjoy the ad- 
vantages of the world with propriety and 
decency ; temperate in our pleafures ; mo- 

* Hebok. ii. 11. •)- Pfalm xxxvii. 35.} Ixxiit. 19. 

derate 
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^xvi^' ^^^^^^ '"^ °^^ purfuits of intereft; mindful 
i—v— ^ of our duty to God, and, at the fame time, 
juft, humane, and generous to our bre- 
thren ; then, and then only, we ufe the 
loorld^ as becomes men, and Chriftians, 
Within thefe limits, we may fafely enjoy 
all the comforts which the world affords, 
and our ftation allows. But if we pafs be- 
yond thefe boundaries, into the regions of 
diforderly and vicious pleafure, of debafing 
covetoufnefs, or of oppreffiveinfolence, the 
world will then ferve only to corrupt our 
minds, and to accelerate our ruin. The 
licentious, the avaricious, and the infolent, 
form the three great clafles of abufers of 
the world. 

Let not thofe who are in wealthy and 
flourifhing circumflances, complain of the 
reftraints which religious dodtrine attempts 
to impofe on their enjoyments. For, to 
what do thefe reftraints amount? To no 
more than this, that, by their pleafuries, 
they would neither injure themfelves, nor 
injure others. We call not on the young, 
to relinquifti their gaiety ; ■ noi on the rich, 

to 
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to forego their opulence ; nor on the great, ^ ^^^• 
to lay afide their ftate. We only call on v^^— .J. 
them, not to convert gaiety into licentiour- 
nefs ; not to employ opulence in mere ex- 
travagance ; nor to abuie greatncfs for the 
oppreffion of their inferiors : While they 
enjoy the world, not to forget that they are 
the fubjedts of God, and are foon to pafs 
into another ftate. Let the motive by 
which the Apoftle enforces the exhortation 
in the text, prefent itfelf to their thought ; 
Vfe this Ivor Id as not ahujing it; for the fa- 
fbion of the "world pajfetb away. Its pomp 
and its pleafures, its riches, magnificence, 
and glory, are no more than a traniient 
fhow. Every thing that we here enjoy, 
changes, decays, and comes to an end. All 
floats on the furface of a river, which, with, 
fwift current, is running towards a bound- 
lefs ocean. Beyond this prefent fcene of 
things, above thefe fublunary regions, we 
are to look for what is permanent and 
ftable. The world pafles away ; but God, 
and heaven, and virtue, continue unchange- 
ably the fame. We are foon to enter into 
eternal 
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SERM. eternal habitations: and into thefe, ouf 
s..,.^..'.,.. works {hall follow us. The confequence3 
fliall for ever remain of the part which we 
have ailed as good, or bad men ; as faith- 
ful fubjefts of God, or as fervants bf a vain 
world. 
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SERMON XVII. 

On Extremes in Religious and Moral 
" Conduct. 



Proverbs, iv. 27. 
Turn not to the right hand^ nor te the lejl» - • ■. 

r Will behave Tnyfelf-wifelyy faid the Pfalmift s e R m. 
David, in a perfeQ way *. Wifdom is . ^^^- . 
no lefs necelTary in religious, and moral, 
than in civil condu^. Unlefs there be a 
proper degree of light in the underftand- 
ing, it will not be enough, that there are 
good difpofitions in the heart. Without 
regular guidance, they will often err from 
the right fcope. They will be always wa- 

• Pfalmci. 2. 

vering 
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SERM-verlng and unfteady; nay, on fotne occa-* 
•— tr— • lions, they may betray us into evil. This 
is too much verified by that propenfity to 
run into extremes, which fo often appears 
in the behaviour of men. How many have 
originally fet out with good prindples and 
intentions, who, through want of difcre- 
tion in the application of their principles, 
have in the end injured themfelves, and 
brought difcredit on religion ? There is a 
certain temperate mean, in the obfervance 
of which piety and virtue confift. On 
each fide there lies a dangerous extreme. 
Bewildering paths open ; by deviating into 
which, men are apt to forfeit all the praife 
of their good intentions ; and to finifli 
with reproach, what they had begun with 
honour. This is the ground of the wife 
man's exhortation in the text. Let tbhie 
eyes look right on^ and let thine eye-lids look 
Jiraight before thee. Ponder the path of thy 
feet, and let all thy ways be ejlablijhed. Turn 
not to the right hand, nor to the leji ; remove 
thy foot from evil. In dlfcourfiftg from thefe 
words, I purpofe to point out fome of the 
extremes 
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extremes into which men are apt to run la s E RM. 
religion and morals ; and to fuggeft dircc- <_. -^-J ^ 
tions for guarding againll them. 

With regard to religious principle in 
general, it may perhaps be expefted, that I 
fhould warn you of the danger of beingj oa 
one hand, too rigid in adhering to it, and, 
on the other hand, too eafy in relaxing it; 
But the .diftindion between thefe fuppofed 
extremes, I conceive to have no foundation.- 
No man can be too ftriiSt, in his adherence 
to a principle of duty. Here, there is 
no extreme. All relaxation of principle, is 
criminal. What confcience diif^ates, is to be 
ever obeyed. Its commands are univerfally 
facred. Even though it ihould be miiled, 
yet, as long as we conceive it to utter the 
voice .of God, in difobeying it we fin. The 
error, therefore, to be here avoided is^ not 
too fcrupulpus or tender regard to con- 
fcience, but too little care to have confcience 
properly enlightened, with refpeft to what 
is matter of duty and of fm. Receive 

Vol. III. A a not, 
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s E R M. not, without examination, whatever human 
^ _^. ' . tradition has confecrated as facred. Recur, 
on every occafion, to thofe great fountains 
of light and knowledge, which are opened 
to you in the pure word of God. Diftin- 
guifh, with care, between the fuperftitious 
fancies of men, and the everlafting com- 
mandments of God. Exhauft not on trifles 
that leal, which ought to be referved for the 
weightier matters of the law. Overload not 
confcience, with what is frivolous and un- 
neceffary. But when you have once drawn 
the line, with intelligence and precifion, be- 
tween duty and fin, that line you ought on 
no occafion to tranfgrefs. 

Though there is no extreme in the reve- 
rence due to confcience, there may un- 
doubtedly be an extreme in laying too 
much ftreis, either on mere principle, or 
on mere praftice. Here we muft take par- 
ticular care, not to iurit to tbe right bandy 
nor'totbe left ; but to bold faitb and a good 
CGnfcimce united, as the fcripture, with great 
propriety. 
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propriety, exhorts us ** The error of reft- s E R M. 
ing wholly oh faith, or wholly on works, 1. ■ j \t 
is one of ,thofe fedudtionsi which moft 
eafily miflead men j under the femblance of 
pidty on the one hand, and of virtue on 
the other. This is not an error peculiar to 
our times. It has obtained in every age of 
the Chriftian church. It hasTuri through 
all the different modes of falfe religion. It 
form? the chief diftindioil of all the va- 
rious fefts which, have divided^ and which 
ftiU continue to divide, the church ; accord- 
ing as they have leaned moft to the fide of 
belief, or to the fide of morality. 

Did weltften candidly to the voice of 
fcripturcj it would gliard us againft either 
extreme. The Apoftle Paul every where 
teftifiesj that by no works of our own we 
can be juftified ; and that nJoitbbut faith it ii 
impojfible to pleafi God. The Apoftle James 
as clearly fhows, that faith, if it be tinpro- 
dudive of good works, juftifies no man* 
Between thofe fentiments, there is no op- 

* J Timothy, i, 19. 

A a 2 pofitioil. 
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SERM. pofition. Faith without works, U nuga- 
^ „^ , ' f tory and infignificant. It is a foundation^ 
without anyfuperftrudure raifed upon it. 
It is a fountain which fends forth no ftream j 
a tree which neither bears fruit, nor affords 
fhadesGoodworks^again, without good prin- 
ciples, are a fair, but airy ftru£ture ; without 
firmnefs or ftability. They refemble the. 
houfe built on the fand ; the reed which 
fhakes with every wind. You muflTjoin. 
the two in full union, if you would exhi- 
bit the character of a real Chriftian. He. 
who fets faith in oppolition to morals, or. 
morals in oppofition to faith, is equally an, 
enemy to the interefts > of religion. He 
holds up to view an imperfefl: and disfi- 
gured form, in the room of what ought. 
tO'Command refpeA from all beholders. By, 
leaning to one extreme, he is in danger of 
' falling into vice ; by the other, of running 

into impiety. 

Whatever the belief of men be, they, 
generally pride themfelves in the pofleflion 
of fome good moral qualities. The fenfe 

of 
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of duty is deeply rooted in the human SERM. 
heart. Without feme pretence to virtue, • , _ , ^,. .'_j 
there is no felf-efteem ; and no man viihes 
to appear in his own view, as entirely 
worthlefs.- But as there is a condant ftrife 
between the lower and higher parts of our 
nature, between inclination and principle, 
this produces much contraditltion and in- 
ponfiftency in conduit, Hence arife mod 
of the e:£tremes, into which men run in 
their moral behaviour ; refting their whole 
worth on that good quality, to which, 
by conftitution, or temper, they are mpft 
inclined, 

One of the firft and moft common of 
thofe extremes, is that of placing all virtue, 
either in juftice, on the one hand; or in 
generofity, on the other. The oppofition 
between thefe, is moft difccrnible among 
two different cla^s of men in fociety. 
They who have earned their fortune by a 
' laborious and induftrious life, are naturally 
tenacious of what they have pMtrfully ac- 
quired. To juftice, they conlider them- 
A a 3 felves 
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s E R M. felves as obliged j but to go beyond it in 

, ' , &Qm of kindnefs, they confider as fuper* 

fluous and extravagant. They will nof 
take any advantage of others, which con- 
fcience tells them is iniquitous ; but nei- 
ther will they make any allowance for their 
neceffities and wants. They contend, with 
rigorous exadnefs, for what is due to tbemr 
felves, They are fatisfied, if no man fuf-i 
fer unjuftly by them. That no one is be- 
nefited by them, gives them little concern, 
■ ' -Another fet of men place their whole 
merit in genergfity and mercy ; while to 
juftice and integrity they pay fmall regard. 
Thefe are perfons generally of higher rank, 
and of eafy fortune. To them, juftice ap-r 
pears a fort of vulgar virtue, requifite chiefly 
jn the petty tranfaflions which thofe of 
inferior ftation carry on with one another, 
put humanity and liberality, they confider 
as more refined virtues, which dignify their 
phara^er, and cover all their failings. They 
can relent at reprefentations of diftrefs ; can 
beftow with qftentatious generofity ; can 
pven occafionally fhare their wealth with a 
companion 
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companion of whom they are fond j while, S E R M. 
at the fame time, they with-hold from ^. -^- Ij. 
pthers what is due to them ; are negligent 
of their family and their relations ; and to 
the juft demands of their creditors give no , 
attention. 

Both thefe clafles of men run to a faulty 
extreme. They divide moral virtue be- 
tween them. Each takes that part of it 
only, wbidi fuits his temper. Without 
. juftice, there is no virtue. But without hu- 
manity and mercy, .no virtuous chara^er 
is complete. The one man leans to the ex- 
treme of parfimony. The other, to that of 
profufion. The temper of the one is un- 
feeling. TTic fenfibitity of the other is 
thoughtlefs. The one you may in fome 
degree refpeft ; but you cannot love. The 
other may be loved; but cannot be re- 
fpefted : and it is difficult to fay, which 
character is moft defedive.— We muft un- 
doubtedly begin with being juft, befofe we 
attempt to be generous. At the fame time, 
he who goes no farther than bare juftice, 
flops at the beginning of virtue. We are 
A a 4 com- 
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5ERM. commanded to //o jujlly^ but to love merty, 
K — „~Lt The one virtue, regulates our a&ions; Thb 
otherf improves our . heart and aSet^iens* 
Each is equally neceffary to the happinefs 
of the world. Juftice is the pillar, that 
upholds the whole fabric of human fociety.- 
Mercy is the genial ray, which cheers and 
warms the habitations of men. The per-^ 
fe£tion of our focial character' confifls, in 
properly tempering the two with one ano- 
ther ; in holding that middle courfe, which 
admits of our being juft, without being 
rigid ; and allows us to be generous, with-* 
out being unjuft. 

• We muft next guard againft either too 
great feverity, or too great facility of man- 
ners. ■ Thefe are extremes, of which we 
every day behold inftances in the world. 
He who leans to the fide of feverity, is 
harih in his centures, and narrow in his 
opinions. He cannot condefcend to others 
in things indifferent. He has no allowance 
to make for human frailty; or for the dif- 
ference of agCj rank, or temper, among 
mankind. 
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mantind. With him, all gaiety is finful ^xvii'*' 
levity ; and every amufement is a crime. Vm^smJ 
To this extreme, the admonition of Solo- 
mon may be underftood to belong : Be not 
righteous over much ; neither make thyfelfover 
wife. Why Jhouldji thou dejlroy tbyfelf*f 
'When this feverity of manners is hypocriti- 
cal, and alTumed as a cloak to fecret indul- 
gence, it is one of the worft proftitutions of 
religion. But I now confider it, not as the 
cffefl of defigD) but of natural aufterity of 
temper, and of contracted maxims of con- 
duct. Its influence upon the perfon him- 
ielf, is to render him gloomy and four j . < 
upon others^ to alienate them both from 
his fociety, and his counfels; upon reli- 
gion, to fet it forth as a morofe and for- 
.bidding principle. — The cppofite extreme 
to this is, perhaps, ftill more dangerous ; 
that of too great facility, and accommoda- 
tion to the ways of others. The man of 
this character, partly from indolent weafc- 
^ pefs, and partly frpm ibfmefs of temper, is 

• Ecclef. vii. i6. 

difpofed 
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S*RM. diipofed to a taitte and univerfal alTent* 
\_ , r Averfe either tp contradiift or to blame, 
he goes along with the manners that pre- 
vail. He views every charafSer with in- 
dulgent eye ; and with good difpofitions 
in his breaft, and a natur'al reluctance to 
profligacy and vice, he is enticed to the . 
commilEon of evils which he condemns, 
merely through want of fortitude to oppofe 
others. 

Nothing, it muft be confeffed, in moral 
ccnduft, is more difficult, than to avoid 
turning here, either to the right bandy or to 
the left. One bf the greateft trials both of 
wiftjom and virtue is, to preferve a jull 
medium, between that harflmefsof aufterity, 
•which- difguils and alienates mankind, and 
-that weaknefs of good nature, which opens 
■the door to fmful excefs. The one fepa- 
rate» us too much from the world. The 
other conne<Ss us too clofely with it ; and 
feduces us to folloiv the multitude in doing 
.tvil. One who is of the former character, 
ftudies too litdc to be agreeable, in order 
■ to render himfelf ufeful. He who is of 

tbe 
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Ae latter, by ftudying too much to be SERMi 
agreeable, forfeits his inhoccnce. If the i_ , ^ -\j 
one hurt religion, by clothing it in the 
garb of unneceflary ftriilnefs ; the other, 
by unwarrantable compliance, ftrengthena 
the power of corruption in the world. 
The one borders on the charader of the 
Pharifee ; the other, on that of the Sad- 
ducee. True religion enjoins us to Aand 
at an equal diftance from both ; and to 
purfue the. difficult, but honourable^ aim,, 
of uniting good nature with fixed religioui 
principle ; aifable manners, with untainted 
virtue. 

Farther ; we run to one extreme, when 
we contemn altogether the opinions of man-, 
kind ; to another, when we court their prailb 
too eagerly. The former difcovers a high 
degree of pride and felf-conceit. The latter 
betrays fervility of fpirit. We are formed 
by nature and Providence, to be connefled 
with one another. No man can (land 
entirely alone, and independent of all his 
^Uow- creatures. A reafonable regard, there- 
fore. 
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S.^RW. fore, for their efteem and good opinion, is- 
t„t .' ■ a commendable principle, It flows from 
humanity; and coincides with the defire 
of being mutually ufeful. But if that re- 
gard be carried too far, it becomes the 
fource of much corruption. For, in the pre- 
fent ftate of mankind, the praife of the world 
often interferes with our a^ing that fteady 
and coofcientious part, which gains the ap- 
probation of God. Hence arifes the diffi- 
culty of drawing a proper line, between the 
allowable regard for reputation, and the ex- 
ceifive defire of praife. On the one fide, and 
on the other, dangers m^et us ; and eithei: 
V extreme will be pernicious to virtue. 

He who extinguiflies all regard to the 
fentiments of mankind, fuppreffes one in- 
centive to honourable deeds ; nay, he re- 
moves one of the ftrongeft checks on vice. 
For, where there is no defire of praife, there 
will be alfo no fenfe of reproach and ihame; 
and when this fenfe is dcftroyed, the way 
is paved to open profligacy. On the other 
hand, he who is actuated folely by the love 
pf human praife, encroaches on the higher 
refpeft 
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refped which he owes to confcience, and to ^3^^' 
God. Hence, virtue is often counterfeited; — p^-™* 
and many a fplendid appearance has been 
exhibited to the world, which had no bafis 
in real principle, or inward afFeftion. 
Hence, religious truths have been difguifed, 
or unfairly reprefented, in order to be 
fuitcd to popular tafte. Hence the Scribes 
and Pharifees reje£ted our bleffed Lord, 
becaufe they loved the praife of men more than 
the praife of God. — Turn, therefore, neither 
to the right hand, nor to the left. Affeft 
not to defpife what the world thinks of 
your condufft and charadier; and yet, let 
not the fentiments of the world entirely 
rule you. Let a defire of efteem be one 
motive of your conduct ; but let it hold a 
fubordinate place. Meafure the regard that 
is due to the opinions of men, by the de- 
gree in which thefe coincide with the law 
of God. 

, Allow me next to fuggeft, the danger 

of running to the extreme of anxiety about 

worldly interefta on the one hand, and of 

9 negligence 
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SERM, negligence on the other. It is hard to iaf 
\^. -^-^ which of thefe extremes is fraught .with 
mod vice, and mod mifery. Induftry and 
diligence are unqueftionable duties, ftiiAly 
enforced on all Chriftians ; and he who fails 
in making fuitable provifion for his houfe- 
hold and family, is pronounced to be wor/c 
than an infidel. But there are bounds, with- 
in which our concern for worldly fuccefs 
muft be confined. For anxiety is the cer- 
tain poifon of human life. It debafes the 
mind ; and Iharpens all' the pailions. It 
involves men in perpetual diftra£tions, and 
tormenting cares ; and leads them afide 
from what ought to be the great fcope of 
human action. Anxiety is, in general, the 
effedi of a covetous temper. Negligence is 
commonly, the offspring of licentioufnefs, 
and always, the parent of univerfal dif- 
otder. By anxiety, you render yourfelves 
miferable. By negligence, you too often 
occafion the ruin of others. The anxious 
man is the votary of riches ; the negligent 
inari, the votary of pleafurc/ Each offers 
his miAaken worfhip, at the fhrine of 9 
falfe 
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falfe deity ; and each Ihall reap only fuch S E R M. 
rewards as an idol can beftow ; the one ' , 

facrificing the enjoyment and itnprovement 
of the prefent, to vain cares about futurity; 
the other fo totally taken up in enjoying the 
prefent, as to ftore the future with certain 

miferies. True virtue holds a temperate 

courfe between thefe extremes ; neither 
carelefs of to-morrow, nor taking too much 
thought for it ; diligent, but not anxious ; 
prudent, but not covetous ; attentive to 
provide comfortable accommodation on 
earth, but chiefly concerned to lay up trea- 
fures in Heaven. 

\ SHALI. only warn you farther againft 
the extreme,' of engaging in a courfe of life 
too bufy and hurried, or of devoting your- 
felves to one too retired and unemployed. 
We are formed for a mixture of afl:ion, 
and retreat. Our connexions with fociety, 
and the performance of the duties which we 
owe to one another, neceflarily engage us 
in adtive life. What we owe to ourfelves, 
requires occafionai retirement. For he who 
3 lives 
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^xwii^' lives always in the buftle of the world 
»■— V— J cannot, it is to be. feared, always preferve. 
■ his virtue pure. Seiltiments of piety will be 
deprived of that noUriikmenC and fupport^ 
which they Would derive from meditatioa 
and devotion. His temper will be often 
ruffled and difturbed. His paflions will bo 
kept too much on the ftretch. From the 
contagious manners which every where 
abound, he will not be able to avoid con- 
tracting fome dangerous infe£lion,-^— On 
the other hand,. he who flies to total retreat, 
in order either to enjoy eafe, or to efcape 
from the temptations of the world, will 
' often find difquiet meeting him in folitude, 
and the worft temptations arifing from 
within himfelf. Unoccupied by a£live and 
honourable purfuits, unable to devote his. 
whole time to improving thoughts, many 
an evil paffion will ftart up, and occupy the 
vacant hour. Sullennefs and gloom will be 
in danger of overwhelming him. Peevifh 
difpleafure, and fufpicions of mankind, are 
apt to perfecute thole who withdraw them- 
felves altogether from the haunts of men- 
Steer 
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twpeu a life ppprefffd >vith ^uf^^^fs pn fh^ ^ 
oac ti^i^i j^tj IpiMrdf^p^, for ;fee^i|t#B 
\n nj? L9&, ssith i4leneft ar |hf fl|}^r. Pro? 
wi(j£ fpr ypiirfelyes matter pf fair anjl Jjp*- . 
peft purA^ to ftSbr4 ^ proper eiy^ te iW, 
aftjv?: ppwsrs of the mind. Temper huiitjefe 
^i'jib fcrJQBs n?ediratiou j »n(l enUygp r^jy^^t 
by j-tfUffflL? pf ^aiojj afliJ JQtJMQry- 

Thps I ?iS¥g pointed put ibnie qf Agft 
<fJitrf ««« ii^tp which raefi ^r? 9pJ to rim. 
by forfaking the Jiiie yfh'isk r.ejigioq ^n4 
?vifdpm have drawn. Many more^ I am 
fenfible, might be fiiggefted ; for the field , 
is wide, and hardly is ih^re any appearance 
pf piety, virtue, or good condua, but wfeaj 
the folly of men is apt to pufli into undue 
excefs, qn one or other fide. What I haye 
mentioned, will be fufficient to fhow the 
neceflity of prudent circumfpeiHon, in ot- 
der to efcape the dangers which l^efet us in 
this ftate of trial. Let qs ftady to attain 
a regular, uniform, confiftent charader ; 
where nothing that is exceffive or difpro- 

VoL. III. B b pottione4 
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E E RM. portioned fhall come forward to view ; 

V^ ^-' t which fliall not plume itfelf with a fair 
fliow on one fide only, while in other quar- 
ters it remains una{}orned, and blemifhed ; 
but, where the different parts of worth and 
goodnefs fliall appear united, and each fliall 
exert its proper influence on condud. 
Thus, turning neither to the right band nor 
to the left^ we fliall, as far as our frailty per- 
mits, approach to the perfedion of the hu- 
man charafter \ and fliall have rtJafon not to 
be a/hamedivben we have equal refteSt to all 
Cod'j commandTJienti. 
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SERMON XVIII. 

On Scoffing at Religion. 



2 Peter, iii. 3. 
■ — There Jhall come tn the lajl days 'Scoffers,'~- 



N 



S the Chriftian religion is adverfe to the s E R M. 
inclinations and paflions of the cor- 



rupted part of mankind, it has been its fate» 
in every age, to encounter the oppofition o*^ 
of various foes. Sometimes, it has undergone - 
theftormsof violence and perfecurion. Some- 
times, It has been attacked by the arms of 
falfe reafoning, and fophiftry. When thefe 
have failed of fuccefs, tt has at other time3 
been expofed to the feoffs of the petulant. 
Men of light and frivolous minds, who had 
no compreheniion of thought for tUfcerning 
B b 3 what 
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SERM. what 18 great, and no folidity of judgment 
V ^ ^ for deciding on what is true, have taken 
upon them to treat religiqa with cgntempt, 
as if it were of no confequence to the world. 
They have afFeded to reprefent the whole 
of that venerable fabric, which has Co long 
commanded the refpe£l: of mankind ; which, 
for ages, the Uaroed have fupported, and 
the wife have admired, as having no better 
foundation than the gloomy imagination of 
fanatics and vifionaries. Of this charader 
veere thok Jcojprs^ prediflied by the Apoftla 
■ to arife in the laft days j a predidion which 
we hare fcen top oftei> fulfilled. 4? tbe 
falfe colours which fueh men throw on re- 
ligion, are apt to impofe ou i^e wcat ^i| 
wnwary, let us now examine, whether re^ 
Mgion affprds *iny juft grounds for the con^ 
terapt or ridicule of the fcoffer. They fpuft 
be either the dodrines, ox the precepts of 
religion, which he endeavours to hold fprU^ 
to contempt. 

ThR dodrines of the Chriftian religkitt 

ar< rational and pw:<T All t^t U ha« ^-^ 

Tealed 
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veiled concernuig the perfefliotig of God, ^^^*^' 
hhttiiinA ^vernmcnt atadliws, the ^ftl- i 
nation of min, snd the rewardb dnd puniOi-^ 
iXKBX.9 of a fiitGire ftate, i»^ perfedly con'- 
Tonant to the tnoft etillghtened reafori. Ift 
Cbme anicles which ti^hfcend th6 UmitB of 
OUf pi'efeht f^icultleifs afe in *hw relates to 
the eflintfe of the Godhead, the fellen ftate 
Df mankifld, and their redemptioti by Jefus 
Ghrift, it« dt>^ritife8 rtay appear myfterioui 
fchd dartt» Agflinft thefe, the fcoffer has of* 
ten ditedfed hb attacks j as if whatever could 
hot be explained by us, ought upon that ac<^ 
couht to be exploded as abfurd. 

It is untiecefiary to enter,at prefent,ott any 
partlculiir dfefence b{ thefe dodrines, as there 
is one obfetv^ion which, if duly weighed^ 
is . fufficient to lilence the cavils of the 
fioffbr. Is he not compelled to admit, that 
the whole fyftem of nature around him is 
lull of myftery * What reafon, then, had he 
to foppofe, that the dodrines of revelation, 
proceeding from the fame author, wete to 
contain no myfterious obfcurlty ? All that 
is requlfile for the condufl of life, both in 
B b 3 nature 
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SBRM 

xvm, 



■ ^^.?^,f ■ nature and in religion, divine wifdom has 



rendered obvious to all. As nature has af- 
forded us fuflicient information concerning 
what is ncceflary for our food, our accom- 
modation, and our fafety; fo religion has 
plainly intruded us .in our duty towards 
God, and our neighbour. But as foen as 
we attempt to rife towards objects that lie 
beyond our immediate fphere of a<^ion, our 
curiofity is checked ; and' darknefs rneets 
us on every fide. What the eifence is of 
thofe material bodies which we f^e and 
handle ; how a feed grows up into a tree ; 
how man is formed in the womb j or bow 
the mind afts upon tbe body, after it is 
formed ; are myfferies of which we can give 
no more account, than of the moft obfcurc 
and difficult parts of revelation. We are 
obliged to admit the exiftence of the fadt, 
though the explanation of it exceeds our 
faculties. 

After the fame manner, in natural reli- 
gion, queftions-arife concerning the crea- 
tion of the world from nothing, the origin 
of evil under the government of a perfe*^ 
Being, 
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Being, and the cbnfiftency of human liberty s E R m. 
■with divine prefcience, which are of as . ^ '^ 
intricate nature, and of as difficult folution, 
as any queftions in Chriftian theology. We 
may plainly fee, that we are not admitted 
into the fecreta of Providence, any more 
than into the myfteries of the Godhead. In 
all his ways, the Almighty is a God that 
hidetb bimfelf. He maketh darknefs bis pavi^ 
lion. He boldetb back the face of bis throne % 
and J^readeth a thick cloud upon it. ^--Ivt^ 
ftead of its being any objedion to revela- 
tion, that fome of its doiflrines are myfte- 
rious, it would be much more ftrange and 
unaccountable, if no fuch dodtrines were 
found in it. Had every thing in the Chrift- 
ian fyftem been perfeflly level to our capa- 
cities, this might rather have given ground 
to a fufpicion, of its not proceeding from 
God ; fmce it would have been then fo un- 
like to what we find, both in the fyftem 
of the univerfe, and in the Tyftem of natu- 
ral religion. Whereas, accofding as mat- 
ters now ftand, the gofpel has the fame fea- 
tures, the fame general charader, with the 
B b 4 other 
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S « R M. otRef (*0, Which are! scfcno^ltfdgtij tcr he 
,^j^ ^^ of divhie origin ; plain and cmnpftheiifiWey 
in VifJHrt relatw to prafltcfft | dark arid myfle-' 
rloiisy ift what relattfa to rpecfllafiort arid be- 
lief*. The iatils of the fc6fttft thertfere^ 
on fhi* fttad, art fO far frttftl hav'itl^ any 
juft foundatiofiy that they bHly difc&«-ftr- 
his igtiofa&ce^ nM ik& nanfoWficfs 6f hl# 
views, 

LsT i£» next proceed to •^hit rahttVs C# 
priftice, or tht preceptive part of rfeligidti^ 
—The dmies which rtliglon eigoih^ u^ to 
perform towartlfr Gody ate thoft whidi hkv& 
ofieneft furniflie^ tfeattfcr to the fcoffi of 
the Kcentious. They attempt to rcpl-erettt 
thefe as To idle tixi6 fuperfiiioti^^ that they 
could owe ihfiit Wrfh to rtothing hxtt iti-* 
thufiafiH.— For, Is Hot the Deity fo for ei-* 
al(ed shove bs, as W fficeive iniitfeer adtart* 
tage nor pleftfure fi*om oor woffliip ? What 
ate otir prttyetSjOt etir praife»^to that infinite 

* See this arsument fnlly purfned^/ &iii plac«d is ■ 
llrong light, by the mailed; hand ofBUhop Butler, in his 
Jimkgy «/ NdiurtU aid Stvtided JRtU^t*^ 

mind. 
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ffliiid, wtio, wftlng ift the full erijoyifttrit «erM. 
of his own (teititodej behalda all his trca- -^^"^^ 
tares paffittg^ before him, only aS the infeds 
of a day ? What btit ftipet^ttlous terrors, 
fiould have diQated thofe forms of hotnage^ 
and thofe dlflintaionS of fitted days, in 
^hich viilgiir rtiitids delight, but which the 
fibcral add enlarged look tipdii with fcc^n if 
Now, !ti return to fuch inftilts of thft 
fcOffer, it might be fufficient 10 obferve, 
that the anited fefttirtlems of mankind, irt 
tvery age and nation, are againft him. 
ThoUghtlefa as the bulk of Hien are, and 
attached only to ohjefls which they fee 
around them ; this principle has never beeii 
extiftguifhed in their -breafts, that to the 
great Parent of the huitian race, the uni- 
*erfa], though invifible, benefaftor of the 
tforld, not only internal reverence, but ex- 
<ertial homage is due. Whether he need 
that hoteage of not, is not the queftion. It 
is what, on out part, we undoubtedly owe ; 
and the heart ig. With reafoU, held to be 
bafe, which ftifles the emotions of grati* 
tude to a benefaftor, how independent foi 
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S E R M. ever he may be of any returns. True vir- 
, , , ^ tue always prompts a public declaration of - 
the gratieful fentiments which it feels ; and 
glories in expreffing them. Accordingly, 
over all the earth, crowds of worfliippers 
have affembled to adore, in various forms, 
the Ruler of the vrorld. In thefe adorations, 
the philofopher, the favage, and the faint, 
have equally joined. None but the cold 
and unfeeling can look up to that bene- 
ficent Being, who is at the head of the uni- 
verfe, without feme inclination to pray, or 
to praife. In vwn, therefore, would the 
fcoffer deride, what the loud voice of na- 
ture demands and jullifies. He eret^ts him- 
felf againft the general and declared fenfe 
of the human race. 

But apart from this confideration, I muft 
gall on him to attend to one of a ftill more 
ferious and awful nature. By his licentious 
ridicule of the duties of piety, and of the 
inftitutions of divine worfhip, he is weak- 
enipg the power of confcience oyer men ; 
he is undermining the" great pillars of fo- 
ciety.i he is giving a mortal blow to public 
order, 
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order, and public happinefs. All thefe reft s e r m. 
on nothing fo much, as on the general be- •^_^-,^-,^ 
lief of an all-feeing witnefs, and the gene- 
ral veneration of an Almighty Governor. 
On this beKef, and this veneration, is found^ 
ed the whole obligation of an oath ; with- 
out which, government could not be ad- 
miniftered, -nor courts of juftice a£l ; contro- 
verfies could not be determined, nor private 
property be preferved fafe. Our onry 
fecurity againft innqmerable crimes, to 
which the reftraints of human laws cannot 
reach, is the dread of an invifible avenger, 
and of thofe future puniQiments which he 
hath prepared for the guilty. Remove this 
dread from the minds of men ; and you 
llrengthen the hands of the wicked, and en- 
danger the fafety of human fociety. 

But how could impreffionsfo neceflary to 
the public welfare be preferved, if there were 
no religious aflemblies, no facred inftitu- 
tions, no days fet apart for divine worihip, 
in order to be folemn remembrancers to 
men of the exiftence, and the dominion of 
God : and of the future account thev have 
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S fe * M. to give of their aaions to him ? "f All fdtltft 
XVJII 

fat-- ^ ^-. ^ of men, the fedtiinenta tchicli public rtii* 
gion tends to awaken, are falutary and be* 
neficial. But with refpeft to the inftribf 
Clafles, it is well-known, that the'Otily prid* 
ciples which reftfain them from evil, at* 
acquired in the religious afltUibUes which 
they frequent. Deftitute of the advantages 
of tegular education ; ignorant, in great 
meafune, of public laws ; unacquainted 
With thofe refilled ideiS of honout atld fW* 
priety, to which other* of ihote kliowledgii 
have been trained ) were thofe faCted teittpk J 
defetted to which they now fefort, thfef 
would be in daflger of degener&tiilg into i 
ferocious race, fronl whom hwlefs ^cdetlcii 
was perpetually to be dreaded. 

He, therefore, who treats feicred thlttgH 
with any degree of levity and fcorh^ Ifc a^- 
ilig the part, perhaf»S Without his fceitig of 
knowing it, of a public enemy tb fodetyi 
He is precifely the madman dcfcribed in thtj 
book of Proverbs *, tvbo cqfielb frcht^di, 

• Jfrav. Ikvi. 18. 
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fifro^tt and deaift't and Jaitb^ am I nqt in 5ERM» 
^ort f We £haU hear him, at times,, com* ^ ^^ ' f 
pjaiti loudly of the undutifulnefs of chilT- 
llren, of the difhonefty of fervants, of. the 
tumylts and infoleqcc of the lower ranks ; 
while he himfelf is, in a great meafure, 
refponftble for the diforders of Tyhich he 
complains. By the example which he fets 
of contempt for religion, he becomes ac- 
ceppry {o the manifold crimes, which that 
CTMitempt pcc»fions among others. By hU 
fcofiing at facred InAitiftions, he is encou- 
raging the rabbi? to uproar and violence; 
he i§ emboldening the falfe witnefs to take 
the name of God in vain ; he ia, in effeft, 
putting arips into the hands of the high- 
>vayn)an, and letting loofe the robber on the 
(Ircets by night. 

We come next to confider that great 
clals of duties, which refped our condud 
toward^ our fpUow-creatures. The ahfolute 
neceffity of thcfe to general welfare is fp 
apparent, a« to have fecured then), ip A 
greac degree, ftf^iii the attacks c£ tb& 
fcoffer. 
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SERW. feoffor. He who fliould attempt to turii 
1 I _ '■ juftice, truth, or honefty, into ridicule, would- 
be avoided by every one. To thofe who, 
had any remains of principle, he would be 
odious. To thofe who attended only to 
their intereft, he would appear a dangerous 
man. But though the focial virtues are 
treated in general as refpedable and facrcd, 
there are certain forms and degrees of them, 
vfhich have not been exempted frim the 
fcom of the unthinking. That extenfive 
generofity, and high public fpirit, which 
prompt a man to facrifice his own intereft, 
in order to promote fome great general 
good ; and that ftri£t and fcrupulous inte- 
grity, which will not allow one, on any 
occafion, to depart from the truth ; have 
often been treated with contempt by thofe 
who arc called men of the world. They 
who will not ftoop to flatter the great; who 
. difdain to comply with prevailing manners, 
when they judge them to be evil ; who re- 
fufe to take the fmalleft advantage of others, 
in order to procure the greateft benefit for 
' . nhemfelves; are rcprefcnted as perfons of 

romantic 
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romantic charafter, and vifionary notions, SKRM. 
Tinacquainted v?ith the world, and unfit to ^^"'•_^ 
live in it. 

Such perfons are fo far from being liable 
to any juft ridicule, that they are intided '■ 
to a degree of refpeft, which approaches to 
veneration. For they are, in truth, the 
great fupporters and guardians of public 
order. The authority of their charaaer 
overawes the giddy multitude. The weight 
of their example retards the progrefs of cor- 
ruption ; checks that relaxation of morals, 
•which is always too apt to gain ground in- 
fenfibly, and to make ijicroachments on 
every department of fociety. Accordingly, 
it is this high generofity of fpirit, this in- 
flexible virtue, this regard to principle, fu- 
perior to all opinion, which has ever mark- 
ed the charaSers of thofe who have emi- 
nently diftinguifhcd -themfelves in public 
life ; who have patronifed the caufe of 
juftice againft powerful oppreffors ; who, in ■ 
critical times, have fupported the falling' 
rights and Kberties of men ; and have re- . * . 

fiedied honour on their nation and coimtry^ 
3 Such 
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s E R M. Sucli pcrfcns may have been ffjpf^ flt bjr 
^ ..,■■' I fom« ^jnong whom ;h¥y Hve(} j but pofteir 
rity has done ihem ample juftice ; 4pd tbey 
we (h? perfons, w}|ofe nameg are recorded 
tO' future ages, and ^ho arg thought an^ 
fpoken of with admiration. 

The roprp temporiier, the man pf ^ccomr 
modaiing principle?, and inftripf virtucj 
^nay fupport a pkufible cbara^r for 9 
while among hip friends and followers j 
hMt a^ fppn as the hollownefs of his prior 
cipL^ is deteded, be finks into cpntcmpt. 
They yiho sre prpne to deride men of in- 
flexible integrity, oply betray the Uttlenef^ 
of their minds. They ihow tba^ they uu- 
derftand not the fpbUme of virtue j that 
they have no dife,ernnwnt of the true exr 
cellenfe pf msn. ^y affeiaing tp throvy 
any difcouragemewt m purity and flriftr 
neft of morals, they not pnly expofe them- 
feWes to juft contpmpi, but propagate feor 
(ime^tB very dangerous to focipty. • For, \f 
we lopfen the regard due to virtue in any 
* of its parts, we begin to fap rti? whole oi 
K. No man, as it has been O^f ^ f?id, he- 
4 eome? 
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Comes entirely profligate at once. He de- 9 E R K*. 
viates, ftep by ftep, from confcicnee. If the ^. .^ ^ 
lOofe cafuiftry of the fcoffer were to prevail, 
open diflionefty, falfehood, and treachery^ 
Would fpeedily grow out of thofe complying 
principles, thofe relaxations of virtue, which 
he would reprefent to be neceffary for every 
inan who knows the worId> 

The iart clafs of virtues I aifl to rflctitionj 
&re thofe which are of a perfonal nature, and 
*hich refpe<S the government to be exer-* 
cifed over our pleafures and paffions. Here* 
the fcoffer has always confidered himfelf as 
having an ample field. Often, and often, 
have fuch virtues as fobrietyj temperance, 
tnodefty, and chaftity, been made the fubje<£l 
of ridicule^ as monkifh habits, which exclude 
men from the company of the fafhionable 
arid the gay ; habits, which are the efFeft 
trf low education, or of mean fpirits, or of 
mere feeblenefs of conftitution ; while feo& 
fers, walkings as it 19 too truly faid of them 
by the Apoftle, after their lujis^ boaft of their 
Own manners as liberal and free, as manly 

Vol. Hi. C c and 
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6 E R M, and fplrited. They fancy themfelves raifed 

XVIII. 

\_ ^, . thereby much above the crowd ; and hold 
all thofc in contempt, who confine thera- 
felves within the vulgar bounds of regular 
and orderly life. 

Infatuated men ! who fee not that the vir- 
tues of which they make fport, not only de- 
rive their authority from the laws of God, 
but are moreover eflentially requifite both 
to public and to private happinefs. By the 
indulgence of their licentious pleafares for 
a while, as long as youth and vigour remain, 
a fsw palling gratifications may be obtained. 
But what are the confequences ? Suppofe 
any individual to perfevere unrcftrained in 
this courfe, it is certainly to be followed by 
difrepute in his character', and diforder in 
his afiairs j by a wafted and broken confti- 
tution ; and a fpeedy and miferable old age. 
Suppofe a foeiety to be wholly formed of 
fuch perfons as the fcofiers applaud ; fup- 
pofe it to be filled with none but thofe 
whom they call the fons of pleafure j that 
IB, with the intemperate, the riotous, and 
,di&}lute,among whom all regard to fobriety, 
a decency. 
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detency, and private virtue, was aboUflied ; ®^^,J** 
Irhat an odious fcene ttrould fuch a foclety t^-yi^li 
exhibit? How unlike any civilifed Or well- 
ordered ftate, in which mankind haVe chdf&a 
to dwell ? What turbulence anil uproar, what 
centers and quarrelSj would perpetually 
reign in it ? What man of common under- 
f^anding would not_ rather chufe to dwell in 
it defert, than to bfc aflociated for life with 
fuch Companions ? Shall,' then, the fcofTct 
prefume to make light of thofe virtues, with- 
out which there could be neithei? peace^ nor 
comfort, nor good order, among mankind ? 

Let him be defired to think, of his do* ' 
teeftic fituation and connexions. Is he a 
father, a huftiand, or a brother ? Has he 
any friend or relation^ male or female, in 

Ivhofe happinefa he is ihterefted ? Let 

Us put the queftibn to him, whether he be 
willing that intemperance, unchaftity, or- 
diflipation of any kind, fhoutd mark their 
character f Would he recommeml to them 
fuch excefles ? Would he chufe, in their pre- 
fence, openly, and without difguife, to feoff 
dt the oppofite virtues, as of no conCequcnce 
' C c a to 
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5EBM. to their welfare? — If even the moft liceH* 
1. ^-^ -.'.^ tious fliuddcrs at the thought ; if, in the 
niidft of his loofe pleafures, he be defirous 
that his own family fhould remain untaint- 
ed ; let this teach him the valqe of thofe 
private virtues, which, in the hours of difliT 
pMion, in the giddinefs of his miiid* he is 
ready to conteiiin. Banifh fobrietyj tem- 
perance, and purity, and you tear up the 
foundations of all public order, and all do- 
meftic quiet. You render every houfe a di- 
vided and miferable abode, refounding with 
terms of ihame, and mutual reproaches of 
infamy. You leave nothing refpedlable in 
the human chara<Ser. You change the man 
into a brute. 

- The conclufion from all the reafoningg 
■which we have now purfued is, that religion 
«id virtue, in all their forms, either c^ doc- 
trine or of precept; of piety tpwards God, 
integrity towards men, or regularity in pri-- 
vate conduift ; are fo far from affording any 
grounds of ridicule to the petulant, that they 
are intitled to our highcft veneration ; they 
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are names, which ftiould never be mention- ^^^Jf- 
ed, but with the utmoft honour. It is faid ^^^^^ 
in Scripture, Foo/s make a mock , at Jin *. 
They had, better make a mock at peftUeoce, 
at war, or famine. With one who Qiould 
chufe thefe public calamities for the fubje^t 
of bis fport, you would not be inclined to 
aflbciate. You would fly from him, as worfe 
, than a fool ; as a inan of djftempered mind, 
froin whom ye might be in hazard of re- 
ceiving a fudden blow. Yet certain it is, 
that, to the great fociety of mankind, fm is 
a greater calamity, than either peftilence, or 
famine, or war. Thefe operate, only as 
occafional caufes of mifery. But the fins and 
vices of men, are perpetual fcourges of the 
world. Impiety and injuftice, fraud and 
falfehood, intemperance and profligacy, are 
daily producing mifchief and dlforder; bring-' 
ing ruin on individuals ; tearing families 
and communities in pieces ; giving rife.to a' 
thoufand tragical fcenes on this unhappy 
theatre. In proportion as manners are 
vicious, mankind are unhappy, The per-!- 

* Prov. xW. 9, 

0^3 fedioii 
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SERM. fe^on of Tutue which reigns in the worM 
x,-j ,_lf above, is the chief fource of the perfe^ 
bjefledncfs which prevails there. 

When, therefore, we obferve any ten-- 
dency to treat religion or morals with diC- 
refpeft and levity, let us hold it to be a fore 
indication of a perverted underftanding, or 
a depraved heart. In the feat of tbefcorner 
let us never fit. Let us account that wit con- 
taminated, which attempts to fport xtfelf on 
facred fubjefts. When the fcoffer arifes, let 
us maintain the honour of our God, and our 
Redeemer ; and refolutely adhere to the 
caufe of virtue and goodnefs. J'be lips of 
the wife utter km-wledge; but the mouth of 
the fooLifb is near to deJiruSion. Him that 
bonouretb Godf God will honour. The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning ofwi/dom: an4 
be that ketpetb the commandment^ keepetb bif 
OvrnfouU 
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SERMON XIX. 

On the Creation of the World. 



Genesis, i. i. 



In the beginning God created the heaven, and 
the earth, 

SUCH is the commencement of the hif- SERM. 
toiy of mankind ; an xra, to which we ^^.^— ^ 
muft ever look back with folemn awe and 
veneration. Eefore the fun and the mooo 
had begun their courfe ; before the found of 
~ the human voice was heard, or the name of 
man was known ; in the beginning God created 
the heaven^ and the earth, To a begin- 
ning of the world, we are led back by every 
thing that now exifts j by all hiftOTy, all . 
records, all monuments of antiquity. In 
C c 4 tracing 
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SE R M- tracing the tranfa£lions of paft ageS, wc ar- 
\^ -^ -\ ^ rive at a period, which cleariy indicates the 
infancy of the human race. We behold the 
worid peopled by degrees. We afcend to 
the origin of all thofe ufeful and neceflaiy 
arts, without the knowledge of which, man- 
kind could hardly fubfift. We difcern fp- 
ciety and civilization arifing from rude be-- 
ginnings, in every corner of the earth ; and 
gradually advancing to the ftate in which 
we now find them ; All which aflford plain 
evidence, that there was a period, when 
mankind began to inhabit and cultivate the 
earth. What is very remarkable, the pioft 
authentic chronology and hiftory of moft 
nations, coincides with the account of 
Scripture ; and makes the period during 
which the world has been inhabited by the 
race of men, not to extend beyond fix 
thoufand years. 

To the ancient philofophers, creation 
from nothing appeared an unintelligible 
idea. They maintained thp eternal exiftcnce 
pf matter, which they fuppofed to be mo- 
(J^lletJ by the fover^ign mind of the uni-> 
verfc, 
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verfe, into the form which the earth now S E R M. 
exhibits. But there is nothing in this opi- , _ .\ j 
nlon which gives it any title to be oppofed 
to the authority of revelation. The do<Srine 
of two fclf-exiftent, independent principles, 
God and matter, the one aiiive, the other 
paffive, is a hypothefis which prefents diiE- 
cuhies to human reafon, at leafl as great as 
the creation of matter from nothing. Ad- 
hering then to the teftimony of Scripture, 
we believe, that in the beginning God created^ 
or from non-exiftence brought into being, 
the heaven and the earth. 

But though there was a period when this 
globe, with all that we fee upon it, did not 
exift, we have no reafon to think, that the 
wifdom and power of the Almighty were, 
then without exercife or employment 
Boundlefs is the extent of his dominion. 
Other globes ajid worlds, enlightened by 
other funs, may then have occupied, as they 
ftill appear to occupy, the immenfe regions 
of fpacc. Numberlefs orders of beings, to 
us unknown, people the wide extent of the 
univcrfe ; and afford an endlefs variety of 
objedfi 
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SERM, objeds to the ruling care of Ae great 
^^ . Father of all. At length, in the courfe 
and progrefs of his government, there ar- 
rived a period, when this earth 'was to 
be called into exiftence. When the fignal 
moment, predeftined from all eternity, 
was come, the Deity arofe in his might j 
and with a word created the world.- — 
What an illuftrious moment was that, 
when, from non-exiftence, there fprang at 
once into being, this mighty globe, on 
which fo many millions of creatures now 

dwell ! ^No preparatory meafures were 

required. No- long circuit of means wis 
employed. He /pake ; and it was done : 
He commanded; ■ and itjioodfaji. The earth 
was at firft, mitbout form^ and void; and 
darknefs ivas on the face of the deep. The 
Almighty furveyed the daHc abyfs ; and 
£xed bounds to the feveral, divifions cX. na- 
ture. He faid. Lit there be light; and there 
Vjas light. Then appeared the fea, and the 
dry land. The mountains rofe ; and the 
rivers flowed. The fun and mooir began 
their courfe in the ikies. Herbs and plants 
cloatbed 
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ttloathed the ground. The ur, the earth, SERM. 
and the waters, were flored with thdr ^ 
reipedive inhabitants. At laA, man was 
laade after the image of God. He appear* 
«), walking with countenaiice ere£fc ; and 
received his Creator's benedidion, as th« 
fiord of this new world. The Almighty be* 
held hU work when it was finifhed ; and 
pronounced it good. Superior beings iaw 
with wonder this new acceffion to exiftence. 
The morning Jiar J fang together i and all tbt 
Jans ofGodJboutedforjoy *. 

But, on this great work of creation, let 
118 not merely gaze with aftonifliment. Let ' 
us confider how it fiiould afied our coodu^ 
by prefenting the divine perfedions In a 
light which ia at OQce edifying, and com- 
^rting,^ to man. It dlfplays the Creator 
as fupreme in power, in wifdom, and in 
goodne^, 

T. As, fupreme in power. When we con^ 
iider with how much labour and difficulty 

* Job, zzxviii, 7. 

humatt 
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S E R M- human power performs its inconGderablo 
y_ ' f works ; what time it cofts to rear them ; 
and how cafily, when reared, they are 
deftroyed ; the very idea of creating power 
overwhelms the mind with awe. Let us 
look around, and furvey this ftupendoua 
edifice, which we have been admitted to. 
iahabit. Let us think of the extent of the 
different cUmates and regions of the earth ; 
of the' magnitude of the mountains, and of 
the expanfe of the ocean. Let us conceive 
that immenfe globe which contains them, 
launched at once from the hand of the Al- 
mighty ; made to revolve inceffantly on itsi 
axis, that it might produce the vici0itudes 
of day and night; thrown forth, at the fame 
' time, to run its annual courfe in perpetual 
drcuit through the heavens : after fuch a 
medit4tipn, where is the greatnefs, where 
is the pride of man ? Into what tqtal ^nni-r 
hilalion do we fink, before an omnipotent 
Being? Who is not difpofed to exclaim, 
Lordy irbat is man^ that thou art mindful of 
Bim; or thefon ofman^ that thou fiouldjl vijtt 
him ? When coir^ared with tbee, all men are 
vanity ; 
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vanity; their -works art nothing.'— 'Reve- SERM^ 
rence, and humble adoration, ought fpon- ,_ ' p 
taneoufly to arife. He who feel& no pro- 
penfity to worfliip and adore, is dead to all 
fenfe of grandeur and majefty ; has exlin- 
guifhed one of the mofl natural feelings of 
the human heart. Know the Lord, that be 
is Gody zee are all bis people ; the vvork- 
manjkip of his hands. Let us warfhip and 
hovo down. Let us kneel before the Lord 
our Maier.' 

Of all titles to leglflation and rule, none 
is fo evident and direft as that of a Creator. 
The convidion is felt iii every breaft, that 
he who gave us being, hath an abfolute 
right to regulate our conduift This gives ■ 
a fanftion to the precepts of God, which 
the moft hardened dare not controvert. 
When it is a Creator and a Father that 
fpeaks, who would not liften and obey ? 
Are juftice and humanity hts declared 
laws ; and fliall we, whom but yefterday 
he called from the duft, and whom t<i^ 
morrow he can reduce into duft agaln^ 
prefume, in contempt of him, to b^ unjuft 
or 
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SERM. or inbuman^ Are there smj tittle interdt^ 
y, -^ '_ , of our own. which we dare to oredi ia 
oppofitioD to the pleafura of him who made 
us ? Fear ye not me^ faith the Ijord} •will ye 
not tremble at my prefence^ -who have placed 
the /and for the hound of the fea^ by a per- 
■ fetual decree^ that it cannot pafi it; who 
firetcb forth my hand over the earthy and 
none binder eth ? 

At the fame time, the power of a Crfiatof 
is encouraging, as well as awful. While it 
enforces duty, it infpires confidence undei" 
afiSiaion. It brings to view a relation, 
which imports tendemefs and comfort ; for 
it fuggefts the compaffion of a Father. In 
the time of trouble, mankind are led, by 
oaturat impulfe, to fly for aid to Him, who 
knows the weaknefs of the frame which he 
has made j who remembers tae are dufti and 
fees the dangers with which we are'envi* 
Koned. " I am thine ; for thou haft made 
" me: Foriafce not the work of thine owa 
" hands," is one of the liioft natural ejacu-* 
JatloQS of the diftrefled mind.— How blefl*- 
fid ftre the virtuous, who can reft under th^ 
protei^ioa 
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protection of that powerful arm, which SERM. 
made the earth and the heaven ? The . . - - ., 
omnipotence which renders God fo awful, 
is to'them a fource of joy. In the whole 
compaffi of nature, nothing is formidable to 
them, who firmly repofe their truft in the 
Creator. To them, every noxious power can 
be rendered harmlefs ; every threatened 
evil, if not averted, can be transformed 
into good. In the Author of nature, they 
find not only the author of their being ; 
but their proteftor and defender, the lifter 
tip of their heads. Happy is be that bath 
the God of Jacob for his help-, tvbofe hope is 
in the Lord his God; which made heaven and 
earthy thefea, and all that therein is ; which 
keepetb truth for ever *, 

n. The work of creation is the difplay of 
fopreme wifdom. It carries no charafter 
more confpicuous than this. If, from the 
ftrudure and mechanifm of fome of the 
moft complicated works of human art, wc 

* Pfalcn cxivi. 5, 6. 
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*xix"' ^" ^^^ '° ^*'S^ admiration of the wifdbm o^ 
».,^,'-i the contriver, what aftonifliment may fill 
our minds, when we think of the ftrudure 
of the univerfe ! It is not only the ftupeo- 
dous building itfelf, which excites admira- 
tion ; but the exquifite fkill, with which th« 
endlefs variety of its parts are adapted to 
their refpedive purpofes. Infomuch that 
the ftudy of nature, which, for ages, has 
employed the lives of fo many learned 
men, and which is ftill fo far from being 
cxhaufted, is no other than the ftudy of 
divine wifdom difplayed in the creation* 
The farther our refearches are carried, mote 
ftrifcing proofs of it every where meet us. 
The provifion made for the conftant regu- 
larity of the univerfe, in the difpofition of 
the heavenly bodies, fo that in the courfe 
of feveral thoufand years, nature ihouM 
ever exhibit the fame ufeful and grateful 
variety, in the returns of light and darknels, 
of fummer and winter ; and ever furnifh 
food and habitation to all the animals 
that people the earth ; muft be a lafting 
theme of wonder to every reflefling mind. 
But 
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But they: are not only the heavens that s ^^M. 
declare the glory of God^ and the firmament ■ ^ '_f 
that Jbcuoeth forth bis bandy^work. In the 
mofl inconfiderable, as well as in the moil il- 
luflrious. works of the Creator^ confummate i^ 

art and defign appear. There is not a crea- 
ture that moves, nor a vegetable that gtows, 
but, when minutely examined, furnifhes 
materials of the higheft admiration. The 
fame wifdom that placed the fun In the 
centre of the fyftem, and arranged the fe- 
vcral planets around him in their order, 
has no lefs ihown itfelf, in the provifion ' 
made for the food and dwelling of every- 
bird that roams the air, and every beaft 
that wanders in the defert ; equally great, 
in the fmalleft, and in the moft magnifi- 
cent objeds ; in the ftar, and in the infe<S ; 
in the elephant, and in the fly ; in the beam, 
that fliines from heaven, and in the grafs 
that cloaths the ground. Nothing is over- 
lookedi Nothing is carelcfsly performed. 
Every thing that exifls, is adapted with per- 
' fed fymmetry to the end for which it was 
defigned. All this infinite variety of par- 
VoL. III. D d ticulars 
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S ^'^ **• ticulars muft have been prefent to the mind 
i_ , I'.f of the Creator ; all beheld with one glance 
■ of his eye; all fixed and arranged, froni 
the beginning, in his great deiign, when 
he formed the heavens and the earth. Juft- 
ly may we exclaim with the Pfalmift, How 
excellent f O Lord^ is tby name in all the earth ! 
How jnamjbld are tby works I In •wifdom bajl 
tbott made tbem all. No man canjind out the 
work that God maketb,from the beginning, 
lo the end. Such knowledge is too wonderful 
for us. It is bigb ; we cannot attain unto it. 
This wifdom di(played by the Almighty 
in the creation, was not intended merely to 
gratify curiofity, and to raife wonder. It ' 
ought to beget profound fubmiiSon, and 
pious truft, in every heart. It is not un- 
common for many who fpeafc with rapture 
of creating wifdom, to be guilty, at the fame 
time, of arraigning the condudl of Provi* 
dcnce. In the ftrufture of the univerfe, 
they confefs that all is goodly and beauti- 
ful. But in the government of human af- 
fairs they can fee nothing but diforder and 
confufion.-^— Have they forgotten, that 
Both 
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both the one, and the other, proceed from S ^^^• 
the fame Author ? Have they forgotten, that «— >-^-* 
he who balanced- all the heavenly bodies, 
and adjufled the proportions and limits of 
nature, is the fame who hath aliotted them 
their condition in the. world, who diftri- 
butes the meafures of their profpcrity and 
adverfity, and fixes the hounds of their hahi" 
tatiott ? If their lot appear to them ill-forted, 
and their condition hard and unequal, let 
them ' only put the queftion to their own 
minds, Whether it be moft probable, that 
the great and wife Creator hath erred in 
his diftribution of human things, or that 
they have erred in the judgment which 
they form concerning the lot afligned to 
them? Can they believe, that the divine 
Artift, after he had contrived and finifhed 
this earth, the habitation of men, with 
fuch admirable wifdom, would then throw 
It out of his hands as a negle£ted work; 
would fuilcr the affairs of its inhabitants to 
proceed by chance j and would behold them 
without concern, running into milrule and 
diforder ? "Where Were then that coniiften- 
D d a cy 
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S y/t*** *^y of conduct, which we difcover in all the 
<— V ■'* works of nature, and which we cannot but 

afcribe to aperfpft Being! My brother! 

when thy plans are difappointed, and thy 
heart is ready to defpair ; when virtue it 
opprefled, and the wicked profper around 
thee; in thofe moments of difturbance, look 
up to him who created the heaven and the 
earth; and confide, that he who made light 
to fpringfromprimEeval darfcnefs, will make 
order at laft to arife from the feeming coQ' 
fufion of the world. 

Had any one beheld the earth- in its ftate 
of chaos J when the elements lay mixed and 
confuted; when the earth "was without form 
and void, anddarknefs was on the face of the 
deep-, would he have believed, that it was 
prefently to become fo fair and well-order- 
ed a globe as we now behold ; illumined 
with the fplendour of the fun, and decorated 
with all the beauty of nature? The fame 
powerful hand, which perfeded the work 
of creation, Ihall, in due time, difembroil the 
plans of Providence. Of creation, we can 
judge more clearly, becaufe it flood forth 
4 ■ at 
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at once ; it was perfeft from the beginning, S ^ R M. 
■But the conrfe of Providence is progreffive. f^. ,- j 
.Time is required for the progreffion to ad- 
vance; and before it is finifhed, we can 
fprm no judgement, or at leaft a very imper- 
fedl one, concerning it. We muft wait un- 
til thegreat xra arrive, when the fecrets of 
the univerfe fhall be unfolded ; when the 
divine defigns fhall be confummated ; when 
Providence ihall be brought to the fame 
completion which creation has already at- 
tained. Then, we have every reafon to be- 
lieve, that the wife Creator fhall appear in 
the end, to have been the wife and juft ruler 
of the world. Until that period come, let 
us be contented and patient; let us fubmit 
and adore. Although thou fayeji thou Jhalt 
not fee him^ yet judgement is befre him ; there- 
forCy trufi thou in him*. This exhortation 
will receive more force, when wc, 

III. Confider creation as a difplay of fu- 
preme goodnefs, no lefs than of wifdom and 

• Job, XXXV. 14. 

D d 3 power. 
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* XR^' P^^^*"* ^* ^ ^^ communication of num- 
(^-v-hj berlefs benefits to all who live, togethn 
with exiftence. Juftly is the earth faid to 
htfull oftbegoodnefs ofibt Lard. Through- 
out the whole fyftem of things, we behold 
a manifeft tendaicy to promote the benefit 
other of the rational, or the ^imal crea- 
tion. In fome parts of nature, Ais tenden- 
cy may be lefs obvious than in others. Ob- 
jefts, which to us feem ufelefs or hurtful, 
may fometimes occur; and ftrange it were, 
if in fo valtand complicated a fyflem, dif- 
ficuhies of this kind fhould not occafionally 
prefent themfelvcs to beings, whofe views 
are fo narrow and limited as ours. It is 
well known, that in proportion as the 
knowledge of nature has increafed among 
men, thefe difficulties have diminished. Sa- 
tisfa£iory accounts have been given of ma- 
ny perplexing appearances. Ufefiil and 
proper purpofes have been found to be pro- 
moted, by objefts which were, at iirfl, 
thought unprofitable or noxious. 

Malignant muft be the mind of that per- 
fon J with a diftorted eye he mult have con- 
templated 
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templatcd creation, who can fufpeft, that ® vnc**' 
it is not the prodjjiflion of infinite bcnigni- ^:_.^-^ 
ty and goodnefs. How many clear marl^ 
of benevolent intention appear every where 
around us ? What a profufion of beauty and 
ornament is poured forth on the face of na- 
ture ? What a magnificent fpe£tacle pre- 
fented to the view of man ? What fupply 
contrived for his wants ? What a variety of 
objeOis fet before Mm, to gratify his fenfes, 
to employ his underftanding, to entertain 
his imagination, to cheer and gladdeti his 
heart ? Indeed, the very exiilence of the 
univerfe is a ftanding memorial of the 
goodnefs of the Creator. For nothing ex- 
cept goodnefs could originally prompt crea- 
tion. The fflpreme Being, felf-exiftent and 
all-fuffident, had no wants which he could 
feek to fupply. No new acceffion of felici- 
ty or glory was to refuJt to him, from crea- 
tures , whom he made. It was goodnefs 
communicating and pouring itfelf forth, 
goodnefs delighting to impart happinefs 
in all its forms, which in the beginning 
created the heaven and the earth. Hence» 
D d 4 thofc 
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^'XIX^' ^'^^^ innumerable orders of living creatures 
t-^V ■^with which the earth is peopled; from the 
loweft clafs of fenfitive being, to the high* 
eft rank of reafou and intelligence. Where" 
ever there is life, there is fome degree of 
happinefs ; there are enjoyments fuited to 
the different powers of feeling ; and earth, 
and air, and water, are with magnificent 
Hherality made to teem with life. 

Let thofe ftriking difplays of creating 
goodnefs call forth, on our part, refponfive 
love, gratitude, and veneration. To this 
great Father of all exiftence and life, to 
"Him who hath raifed us up to behold the 
light of day, and to enjoy all the comforts 
which his world prefents, let our hearts 
ftnd forth a perpetual hymn of'praifc. 
Evening and morning let us celebrate Him, 
who maketh the morning and the evening 
-to rejoice over our heads ; who openetb his 
bandy and fut'tsfuth the dejire of every living 
thing. Let us rejoice, that we are brought 
into a world, which is the production of 
infinite goodnefs ; over which a fupreme 
. intelligence prefides j and where nothing 
happens. 
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happens," that was not planned and arran- SERM. 
ged, from the beginning, in his decree. Con- '.j- 

vinced that he haieth not the works which 
he hath made, nor hath brought creatures 
into exiftence merely to luffer unneceflary 
pain, let us, even in the midft of forrow, 
receive, with calm fuhmillion, whatever he 
is pleafed to' fend ; thankful for what he 
beftows ; and fatlsfied, that, without good 
reafon, he takes nothing- away. 

Such, in general, are the effeds which 
meditation on the creation of the world 
ought to produce. Itprefents fuchan afto^ 
niftiing conjunction of power, wifdom, and 
goodnefs, as cannot be beheld without re- 
ligious veneration. Accordingly, among 
all nations of the earth, it has given rife to 
religious belief and worfhip. The moft 
ignorant and lavage tribes, when they look- 
ed round on the earth and the heavens, 
could not avoid afcribing their origin to 
fame invifible defigning caufe, and feeling 
a propenfity to adore. They arc, iideed, the 
awful appearances of the Creator's power, 
- by 
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^ Xix^' ^^ 'wbieh, chiefly, they have been impreff- 
1. J—.- ed ; and which have introduced into their 
vrorfhtp fo many rites of dark fuperftition. 
"When the ufual courfe of nature feemed to 
be interrupted ; when loud jhundcr rolled 
above them in the clouds, or earthquakes 
■ fliook the groxmdj the multitude fell od 
their knees, and, with trembling horror, 
brought forth the bloody facrifice to ap^ 
peafe the angry divinity. But it is not in 
thofe tremendous appearances of power 
merely, that a good and weli-inftru£ted 
man beholds the Creator of the world. Ifi 
the conftant and regular vyorking of his 
hands, in the filent operations of his wis- 
dom, and goodaefs, ever going on through 
out nature, he delights to contemplate and 
adore him. 

This i6 one of the chief fruits to be de- 
rived from that more perfed knowledge of 
the Creator, which is imparted td us by the 
Chriftian revelation. Impi£iling our minds 
wi& a ju£t fenfe of all his attributes, as not 
^ wife and. great only, but as gracious and 
■nerdfid, let it lead us to view every objed 

of 
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of calm and undifturbed nature, with a pav ^ |j^"* 
petual reference to its Author. We fliall «,..-v*^ 
then behold all the fcenes which the hea- 
vens and the earth prefent, with more re- 
fined feelings, and fublimer emotions,, than 
they who regard them folely as objeiSts of 
curiofity, or amufement. Nature will ap- 
pear animated, and enlivened, by the pre- 
fence dS. its author. When the fun rifes 
or fets in the heavens ; when fpriog paints 
<he earth, when fummer Ihines in its glory, 
when autumn pours forth its fruits, or . 
winter returns in its awful forms, we fhall 
view the Creator manifefting himfelf in his 
works. We fhall meet his prefence in the 
fields. Weftiallfeelhisinfluencein ihecheer- 
ing beam. We fhall hear his voice in the 
wind. Wefliallbehold ourfelves every where- 
furrounded with the glory of that univerfal 
fpirit, who fills, pervades, and upholds all. 
We fhall live in the world as in a great and 
auguft temple; where the prefence of the 
divinity, who inhabits it, infpires devotion. 
Magnificent as the fabric of the world 
is, it was not, however, intended for per- 
peUial 
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SERM. petnal duration. It was erefted as a tem- 
• ^ _ ' . porary habitation for a race of beings, who, 
after aSing there a probationary part, were 
to be removed into a higher ftate of exift- 
ence. As there was an hour .fixed from all 
eternity for its creation, fo there is an hour 
■fixed for its diflblution; when the heavens 
and the earth fhall pafs away, and their 
place fhall know them no mor'^. The con- 
fideration of this great event, as the coun- 
terpart to the work of creation, fhall be the 
fubjeft of the following Pilcourfe, 
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S E R M O N XX. 

On the DissoLDTiON of the World. 



2 Peter, iii. lo. 



But the day of the Lord -wiH come as a thief 
in the night \ in the -which the heavens fjatl 
pafs away with a great noife^ and the elc' 
ments fhall melt with fervent heat; the 
earth alfoy and the -works that are therein 
jhall be burnt up. 

THESE words prefent to us an awful sBRtf. 
view of the final cataftrophe of the ^^^J _^ 
worldi. Having treated, in the preceding 
Difcourfe, of the commencement, let us 
now contemplate the clofe/ of all human 
things. The diflblution of the material 
fyftem is an article of our faith, often allur 
dea 
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s *yy**' ^^ *° "* *^^ ^'^ Teftament, clearly pre- 
\_.^ t difled in the New. It is an article of faith 
fo far from being incredible, that many 
- appearances in nature lead to the belief of 
it. We fee all terreftrial fubftances chan- 
png their form. Nothing that confifts of 
matter, is formed for perpetual duration. 
Every thing around us, is impaired and 
confumed by time; waxes old by degrees, 
and tends to decay. There is reafon, there- 
fore, to believe, that a ftrufture fo complex 
as the world muft be liable to the fame 
law'j and ihall, at fome period, undergo 
the fame fate. Through many changes the 
earth has already paffed ; many Aiocks it 
has received, and fUll is often receiving. A 
great portion of what is now dry land ap- 
pears, from various tokens, to have been 
once covered with water. Continents bear 
the marks of having been violently rent, 
and torn afunder from one another. New 
illands have rifen £rom the bottom of the 
ocean ; thrown up by the force di fobter- 
raaeous fire. Formidable earthquakes have, 
m (tireis quartets, fhaken the globe ; and 

at 
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at this hour terrify, with their alarms, many ^ ^'^**' 
parts of it. Burning mcwntains hare, ^..^^,1.^ 
for ages, been difcharging torrents of flame j 
and from time to time renew their explo- 
fions, in various regions. All thefe circum- 
ftances fhow, that in the bowels of the 
earth* the inftruments of its diflblution are 
formed. To our view, who behold only- , 
its furface, it may appear firm and unfha- 
ken; while its defiru£tion is preparing in 
fecret. The ground on which we tread is 
undermined. Combuftible materials are 
ftored. The train is laid. When the mina 
is to fpring, none of us can forefee. 

Accuftomed to behold the courfe oi na- 
ture proceeding in Kgular order, we in- , 
dulge meanwhile our pleafures and pur- 
fuits with full fecurity ; and fuch awful 
fcenes as the convulfion of the elements, 
and the dilToIution of .the world, are fo-^ 
reign to our thoughts. Yet, as it is certaia 
that fome generation of men muft witneft 
this great eataftrophe, it is fit and proper 
that we ihould fometimes look forward to 
it. Saeh profpe^s may not, indeed, be al*- 
I luring 
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^^^M. luring to the bulk of men. But they carry 
»_ V - J a grandeur atkd folemnity, which are con- 
genial to fome of the moft dignified feel- 
ings in our nature; and tend to produce 
elevation of thought. Amidft the circle of 
levities and follies, of little pleafures and 
little cares, which fill up the ordinary round 
of life, it is neceflary that we be occafional- 
ly excited to attend to what is ferious and 
great. Such events as are now to be the 
fubjed of our meditation, awake the num- 
bering mind ; check the Hcentioufnefs of 
idle thought, and bring home our recollec- 
tion to wrhat moft concerns us, as men and 
Chriftians. 

Let us think what afloninimenC would 
' have filled cur .minds, and what devout 
emotions would have fwelled our hearts, if 
we could have been fpeflators "of the crea- 
tion of the world; if we had feen the earth 
when it arofe at firft •without form and void^ 
and beheld its parts arranged by the divine 
word ; if we had heard the voice of the 
Almighty, calling light to fpring forth from 
the darknefs that was on the face of the deep; 

if 
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if we had feen the fun arifing, for the firft s ER M. 
time, in the eaft with majeftic glory ; and 1— »J_i 
all nature inftantJy beginning to teem with 
life. This wonderful fcene, it was impof* 
fible that any human eye could behold. It 
was a fpeftacte afibrded only to angeh, and 
fuperior fpirits. But to a fpe£lacle no iefs 
aftoniihiDg, the final difTdution of the 
world, we know there ihall be many hu- 
man witneiTea. The rkce of men living ia 
that lail age, fliall fee the prefages of the 
approaching fatal day*. There fhall ht^gns 
in the fun^ as the Scripture informs us, and 
J^ns in the moon, and Jiars; upon tb^ sartb, 
dyirefs of nations^ with perplexity; the fea 
and the waves roaring*. They fhall clearly 
perceive, that univerfat nature is tending to ' 
ruin. Tbey fliall feel the globe Ihake; 
fhall behold their cities fall ; and the final 
conflagration begin to kindle around them. 
— Realifmg then this awful fcene ; ima- 
gining Qurfelves to be already ^£tators of 
it, let us, 

* Luke, xxi, 25* 

voL.ni. E« 1.C0K- *■ 
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I. Contemplate the Supreme Bein^ 
^ direding the diflblution, as he direded the 
original formation, of the world. He is 
the great agent in this wonderful tranfac- 
tion. It was by him forefeen. It was by 
him intended ; it entered into his plan 
fronl the moment c^ creation. This world 
was deilined from the beginning to fulfil a 
certain period ; and then its duration was 
to terminate. Not that it is any pleafure to 
the Almighty, to difplay his omnipotence 
in deflroying the works which he has made; 
but as for wife and good purpofes the earth 
was formed, fo for wife and good ends it 
is dilToIved, when the time mofl proper for 
its termination is come. He who, in the 
eounfels of his Providence, brings about fo 
many revolutions among mankind ; who 
cbangetb the times and the feafons ; who raifei 
up empires to rule, in fucceflion, among 
the nations, and at his pleafure puts an end 
to their glory j hath alfo fixed a term Ux, 
the earth itfelf, the feat of all humati gfeat- 
ncfs. He faw it meet, that ^fter the pro- 
bationary courfe >ras finiihed, which the 
genera- 
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^neratioos of men were to accomplifii, s e r m. 
their prefent habitation fliould be made to ^__ ^ '„ j. 
pafs away. Of th? feafonablenefs of the- 
period when this change ihould take place, 
no being can judge, except the Lord of the 
iiniverfe. Thefe are counfels, into which 
it is not ours to penetrate. But amidft this 
great revolution of nature, our comfort is* 
that it is a revolution brought about by 

' Him, the meafures of whofe government are 
all founded in goodnefs. 

It is called in the text, the day of the Lotd; 
a day peculiarly his, as known to him. 
Only ; a day in which he fhall appear with 
uncommon and tremendous majefty. But 
though it be the day of the terrors of the 
Lord, yet from thefe terrors, his upright 
and faithful fujije^ts fhall have nothing to 
apprehend. They may remain fafe and 

'quiet fpe£tatbrs of the threatening fcene. 
For it is not to be a fceue of blind confii- 
fion ; of univerfal ruiti, brought about by 
undefigning chance. Over the fhock of 
the elements, and the wreck of nature, 
Eternj(l Wifdom prefides. According to its 
E e 2 direction, 
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SERM. direction, the eoaflagration advances which 
V _ ' - is to confume the earth. Atnldft every cdn-^ 
vulfion of the world, God (hall continue to 
be, as he was from the be^nning) /^ dwtU^ 
mg~place of }iis fervauts to all gener^iom. 
.The world may be loft to them ; but thd 
ruler of the world is ever the fame, un-- 
chaugeably good aad juft. This is the bigk 
tower to which they can £y, and be iafe. 
The rigbteaus Lord lovetb r'tgbteoufneji ; and 
under every period of his government, bit 
countenance beboldetb tbe uprigbt. 

II. Let us contemplate the diOblutionof 
the world, as the end of all human glory. 
This earth has been the theatre of many a 
great fpe^acle, and many a high atchieve* 
ment. There, the wife have ruled, the 
mighty have fought, and conquerors have 
triumphed. Its furface has been covered 
with proud and (lately cities. Its temples 
and palaces have ralf , J their heads to the 
ikies. Its kings and potentates, glorying 
in their magnificence, have ereded pyra- 
mids, conflru^ed towers, founded monu- 
ments. 
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ments, which they imagined were to defy ®^^^* 
all the affaults of time. Their ihward ^ ^ ' j 
thought waiy that their boufes were to conti- 
kuefor ever^ and their dwelling-places to all 
generations. Its philofophers have explored 
the fecretS of nature ; and flattered thcm- 
fdves, that the fame of their difcoveries 
was to be immortal.— ^Alas ! all this wa» 
no more than a tranfient fhow. Not only 
ibe fq/hion of the ivorldy but the wxirld it-^ 
fdfyPq/Jetb away. The day cometh, when 
all the glory of this world ihall be remem- 
beredi only as a dream •when one awaketh. 
No longer fliall the earth exhibit any of 
thofe fcfines which now delight our eyea. 
The whole beautiful fabric is thrown down, 
never more to atife. As foon as the de- ' 
ftroying angel has founded the laft trum- 
pet, the everlaiting mountains fall ; the 
foundations of the world are fliakenj^ the 
beauties of nature, the decorations of art, 
the labours of induftry, perifli in one com- 
moii flame. The globe itfelf fliall either 
return into its ancient chaos, without form 
attdvQtdi ov^ like a ftar fallen from the 
£ e 3 heavens, 
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s E R M. heavens, fliall be effaced from the univcrfe,- . 
y^, , ^ '.J and Its place Jball know it no more. 

This day of the Lord, it is foretold lit 
^he text, will come as a thief in the night ; 
that is, fudden and unexpeAed. Mankind, 
notwithftanding the prefages giyen them, 
ihall continue to the laft in their wpnte4 
fepurity. Our Saviour tells us, that as in 
the days of Noah before the fiood^ tbey were. 
eating and drinkingl pj^trrying and giving in 
marriage^ until (he flood came^ and took them 
all away ; fo Jhall alfo the coming of the Son 

(^ man be *, How many projetfls and 

defigns fhall that day fuddcqly cpnfpund \ 
What long- contrived ffhcpies of pleafure 
fliall it overthrow ? What plan? of cunning 
9nd ambition {ha|l it utterly blafl? How 
miferable they, whom it fliall overtaJ:e ii^ 
the midfl of dark confpiracies, of criminal 
deeds, or profligate pleafures? In what 
ftrong colours is their difmay painted, when 
they are reprefented in the book of Rev?,, 

* Mxtthcff, xxvt. 38. 

lationa, 
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Utions, as calling to tbe^btUt and mountains ^ ^K^' 

tcjall on them and cover them ? Such de- *— v-w 

fcriptions are apt to be confidcred as exag-» 
gerated. The impreiEon of thofe awful 
events is weakened by the great diftance of 
time, at which our imagination places 
them. But have not we had a ftriking 
image fet before us, in our own age, of the 
terrors which the day of the Lord ihall pro- 
duce, by thole partial ruins of the world, 
which the vifltation of God has brought on 
countries well known, and not removed very 
far from ourfelves ? When, in the midft of 
peace, opulence, and fecurity, fuddenly the 
earth was felt by the terrified inhabitants to 
tremble, with violent agitation, below themS 
when their houfes began to fhake over their 
heads, and to overwhelm them with ruins : 
the 'flood, at the fame time, to rife from its 
bed, and to fwell around them { when eu" 
compafTed with univerlal defolation, no 
friend could aid another ; no profpeifk of 
efcape appeared ; no place of refuge remain- 
ed; how fimilar were fuch fcenes of de- 
■ftrqQion to the terrors of the laft day t 
E e 4 Wh^t 



DiailizodbvGoOglc 



4J4 ^« '*^ Dtfolution of the Wdrld. 

SER M. What fimilar fenfations of dread, and rc- 

XX 
^_ , -^^ J morfe, and too late repentance, muft they* 

have excited among the guilty and prO- 
fene? 

To fuch formidable conrulfions of na- 
ture, we, in thefe happy iflands, through 
the bleffmg of Heaven, are ftrangets ; and 
ftrangers to them may we long continue ! 
But however we may efca'pe partial tuins 
of the globe, in its general and final ruin 
we alfo muft be involved. To us muft 
come at laft that awful day, when the fun 
fhall for the laft time arife, to perform his 
concluding ciFCuit round the world. They 
how bleft, whom that day fliall find em- 
ployed iti religious a^, or virtuous deeds ; 
in the confcientious difcharge of the duties 
of life i ia the exercife of due preparation 
for the conclufion of human things, and for 
appearing before the great Judge of the 
world ! Let us now, 

- III. CoNTEMPtATE the foul of man, a& 
. remaining unhurt in the midft of this gene- 
ral d^folation, when the whole animftl cre»* 
tioa 
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lion pcrifiies, and the whole frame of na- *^^"* 
ttife falls into ruins. What a high idea '^ , ^rf 
does this prefent, of the dignity pertaining 
to the rational fpirit ! The world may fall 
back into chaos ; but, fuperior to matter, . 
and independent of all the changes of ma- 
terial things, the foul continues the fame. 
"When the heavens pafs away ivith a great 
notfe^ and the elements melt •with fervent beat, 
the foul of man, (lamped for immortality, 
retains its flate unimpaired ; and is capable 

, of flouriftiing in undecaying youth and vi- 
gour. Very different indeed the condition 
of human fpirits is to be, according as 
riieir different qualities have marked, and ' 

prepared them, for different future tnan- ' 
fiona. But for futurity, they are all def- 
tined. Exiftence, ftill, is theirs. The ca^ 
pacity of permanent felicity they all poffefsj 

/ and, if they .enjoy it not, it is owing to 
themfelves.' 

Here then, let us behold what is the true 
honour and excellence of man. It confifts 
not in his body ; wrhich, beautiful or vigor- 
ous (IS it may i^w feem, is no other than 
a fa- 
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SERM. a fabric of duft, quickly to return to duft 
> , , ^ '„ , again. It is not derived from any connec- 
tion he can form with earthly things ; which, 
as we have feen, are all doomed to perifh. 
It conHfts in that thinking part, which Is 
fiffceptible of int^llpdqal improvement and 
moral worth j which was fpj-med after the 
image of God } \yhich is capable of perper 
tiisl progrefs in drawing nearer to his na- 
ture ; and ihall partake 'of the divine eter- 
nity, when time and the world ihall be no 
more. This is all that is refpe^able in man. 
By this alone, he is raifed above periOiable 
fubftances, and allied to thofe that are ce- 
leftial and immortal. This paft of our na- 
ture, then, let us cultivate with care ; and, 
on its improvement, red our fclf-eftimation, 
If, on the cpntrary, fuffering ourfelves tQ 
be wholly immerfed in matter, plunged in 
the dregs of fenfuality, wp behave as if we 
•were only made for the body and its ani-? 
mal pleafures, how degenerate and bafe do 
we become ? Deftined to furvive this whole 
materia! fyftem, fent forth to run the race of 
immortality and glory, ihall we thus abufe 
our 
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our Maker's goodnefa, degrade our original s e r m. 
honour, and fink ourfelves into deferved ^ j^^' , j 
mifery } It remains, that, 

rV. We contemplate the diflblution of 
the world, as the introduflion to a greater ' 
and nobler fyftem, in the government of 
God. WCf according to bis promife, looifor 
new heavens and a neiv earthy wherein dwell-' 
etb righteoufnejs*. Temporal things are 
now to give place to things eternal. To 
this earthly habitation is to fiicceed the city 
of the living God. The earth had com- 
pleted the purpofe for which it was created. 
It had been employed as a theatre, on which 
the human generations were fiicceffively to 
come forth, and to fulfil their term of trial. 
As long as the period of trial continued, 
much obfcurity was of courfe to cover the 
counfels of Providence. It was appointed, 
that all things ihould appear as coming alike 
to all; that the righteous {hould feem of- 
ten negleded by Heaven, and the wicked be 

• * Peter, iii. 13. 

allowed 
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^^x*^' *^^owcd externally to profper; in order that 
^— »— ' virtue jmd piety might undergo a proper 
tcft ; that it might be fliown who were fin-* 
cere adherents to.confcience, and who were 
Mere followers of fortune. The-day which 
terminates the duration of the world, ter- 
ttlinates all thofe "feemiog diforders. ^he 
time of trial is concluded. The final dlf- 
crimination of charaders is made. When 
the righteous go to everlalling happinefs^ 
and the wicked are difmifled into the regions 
of puniftimentjthe whole myftery of humati 
affairs is unravelled ; and the condu£l of 
Providence is jullified to man. 

Suited to a condition of trial was the ftatfi 
' and form of the world, which we now in- 
habit. It was not defigned to be a manfion 
for innocent and happy fpirits ; but a diiell- 
ing for creatures of fallen nature, and of 
mixed charadfrs. Hence, thofe ml&tures 
of pleafurc and pain, of diforder and beau- 
ty, with which it abounds. Hence, fome 
regions of the earth, prefenting gay . and 
pleafmg fcenes ; others, exhibiting nothing 
but ruggedncfs and deforaiity j the face of 
9 ' nature, 
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nature, fometimes brightened by a ferene S ^R**- 
atmorphere, and a fplendid iun ; fometimes >.,-v— ^ 
disfigured by jarring elements, apd overcaft 
with troubJed ikies. But far inilifce fiiall 
be the everiafting habitations of t"he juft. 
Though how they are formed, or What ob- 
jefts they contiun, is not given- us now to 
cpnceive ; nor, in all probability, would oue 
faculties be equal to the conception ; the 
emblematical defcriptions of them in Scrip- 
ture, are calculated to excite high ideas of 
inagnificence and glory. This one particular 
we know with certainty, that tbereitt dnuelUih 
rigbteoufnefs I that is, complete virtue and 
eternal order; and wherever thefc are found, 
the moft perfect fources are opened of joy 
and blifs> This earth was never intended 
for more than the outer court, the porch, 
through which- the righteous were to pafi 
into the temple and fan&uary of' the Divi" 
nity. When that which is perfeB is come, 
that which is inparfjhall be done away* 

The inference which follows from what 
h^ beea laid on this fubje^, cannot be To ' 
well 
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^ \x**' ^^ «cprefled as in the words of the Apo* 
k^^.^..^ file, in the verfe immediately following 
the text ; feeing that all tbefe things JhaU 
be dijfqhed, what manner of perfons ought 
Vfe to be in all holy converfation and godlinefs t 
Ought not the important difcoveries which 
have heen made to us, of the defigns of the 
Almighty, and of the deftiny of man, to 
exalt our fentiments, and to purify our life 
&om what is vicious or vain ? While we 
purfue the bufinefs and cares of our prefent 
ftation, and partake of the innocent plea- 
fores which the world affords, let us main- 
tain that dignity of chara^er, which be^ 
comes immortal beings ; let us aft with 
that circumfpeCtion, which becomes thofe 
who know they are foon to ftand before 
the judgement-feat of the Son of God ; In 
a word, let us ftudy to be what we would 
wilh to be found, if to us the day of the 
I,ord fhould come. 

I KNOW it will occur, that the profped of 

that day cannot be expe£ted to have much 

influence on the prefent age. The eventft 

J of 
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bf which I have treated, muft needs, it will SERM. 
be faid, belong to fbme future race of mea. i_ ^ ' j 
Many prophecies yet remain to be fulfilled. 
Many preparatory events muft take, place, 
before the world is ripe for final judgement* 
-T- Whether this be the cafe or not, none of 
us with certainty know.— ^But allow me 
to remind you, that to each of us, an event 
is approaching, and not far diftant, which 
^all prove of the fame effe£t with the 
coming of the day of the Lord. The day 
of death is, to every individual, the fame 
as the day of the diflblution of the world. 
The fun may continue to fhine ; but to 
them who are laid in the grave, his light 
is finally extinguiflied. The world may 
remain a£tive, bufy, and noify ; but to 
them, all is filencc. The voice which gives 
the mandate, Relurn again to your duft^ is 
the fame with the found of the laft trumpet. 
Death fixes the doom of every one, finally 
and irrevocably. This furely is ah event 
which none of us can remove in our thoughts 
to a remote age. To-morrow, to-day, the 
fatal mandate may be iiTued. Watch there- 
fore; 
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•fore; be fober and vigilant; ye jEw 
I lebat hour the Soh of Man cometk. 



S S R M. fre ; be fober and vi^lant ; ye know not at 



Having now treated both of the crea- 
tion and diflblution of the world, I cannot 
conclude, without calling your thoughts to 
the magnificent view, which thefc events 
give us, of the kingdom and dominion of 
the Almighty. With reverence we con- 
template his hand in the fignal difpenfations 
of Providence among menj deciding the 
fate of battles ; railing up, (»: overthrowing 
empires ; cafting down the proud, and liit- 
ing the low from the duft. But what ar^ 
fuch occurrences to the power and wif<k>m» 
which He difplays in the higher revolu- 
tions of the univerfe i by his word, form- 
ing, or dilTolving worlds ; at his pieafurCa 
tranfplantlng his creatures from atip 
world to another; that he may carry oo. 
new plans of wifdom and goodnels, and 
fill all fpace with the wonders of creation I 
Succeflive generations of men have artfed 
to poflefs the earth. By turns they have 
pafled 
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pafled away, and gone into regions un- *^^*^' 
koown. Us he hath raifed up, to occupy *S-^^^ 
their room. We too fhall fliortly difappear. 
But human exiftence n^ver perifhes. Life 
only change* its Ibrm, and is renewed. 
Creation is ever . filling, but never full. ' 
When the whole intended courfe pf the . 
generations of men ihall be finifhed, then, 
as a fhepfaerd leads hia flock from one paf^ 
ture to atidther, (a the great Creator leads 
forth the fouls which he has made, into 
new and prepared abodes of life. They ga 
from this earth to a hew earth, and new 
heavens ; and flill they remove, only from 
one province -of the divine dominion to 
another. Amidft all thofe changes of na- 
ture, the great Ruler himfelf remains, 
without variablenefs or Jhadow of turning. 
To him, thefe fucceffive revolutions of being 
arc but as yejlerday whe^ it is pq/i. From 
his eternal throne, he beholds worlds rifing 
and palling away ; meafures out, to the 
creatures who inhabit them, powers and 
faculties fuited to their ftate; and dillributes 
Vol. III. r f amoug 
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s p R M. among them rewards' and puniihments^ 

\j , rr} J ^^ proportioned to their anions. — r- What 

an aftonilbing view do &ch meditations 
afford of the kingdom of God ; infinite ia 
its extent; everlaftipg in ;ts duration; ex- 
hibiting, in every period, the reign of per- 
fsQ. righteonfnefs and wifdom ! Who - by 
fearcbing can find out God? who can find out 
the Almighty to perfcEtion f Great and mar-, 
yelkus are all thy worhy Lord God AU 
mighty ! Jufi and true are all tbywuysy tbv^ 
King offiiinU I 
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